CITY OF ROCKWALL
ORDINANCE NO. 09-21

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROCKWALL, TEXAS REPEALING SECTION 18-5 OF
CHAPTER 18, ARTICLE 1 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR A NEW SECTION 18-5 “NOISE,” AS HEREIN
AFTER SET OUT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING A PENALTY OF A FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE
SUM OF $500 AND THAT EACH DAY IN VIOLATION SHALL
CONSTITUTE A SEPARATE OFFENSE; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKWALL, TEXAS:

Section 1. That Chapter 18 “Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions,” of the Code of
Ordinances, Article | “In General,” Section 18-5 “Regulation of sound amplification devices, etc.”
is hereby repealed.

Section 2. That in lieu thereof, a new Section 18-5 “Noise” is hereby adopted to read as
follows:

(a) Declaration of policy. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the city to minimize the
exposure to citizens to the physiological and psychological harm of excessive noise and to
protect, promote, and preserve the public health, comfort, convenience, safety and welfare. It is
the express intent of the city council to control the level of noise in a manner which promotes
commerce, protects the sleep and repose of citizens; promotes the use, value, and enjoyment
of property; and preserves the quality of the environment.

(b) Definitions and standards.

(1) The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning.

(2) All terminology used in this section not defined below, shall be in conformance with
applicable publications of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), or its
successor body.

A-weighted sound pressure level: The sound pressure level in decibels as measured on
a sound level using the A-weighting network. The level so read shall be designated
db(A) or dbA.

Ambient (background) sound pressure level means the all-encompassing sound
associated with a given environment, being usually a composite of sounds from all
sources, excluding the alleged offensive sound, at the location and approximate time at
which a comparison with the alleged offensive sound is to be made.

Chief of police: The chief of police or his duly appointed representative.
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