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CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 

 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

FROM: Henry Lee, Senior Planner 
 

DATE: April 29, 2025 
 

SUBJECT: MIS2025-007; Exception Request for Synthetic Plant Materials at 1370 Champions Drive 
 

 

On March 13, 2025, the Neighborhood Improvement Services (NIS) 
Division proactively engaged Jarod Plummer -- the property owner at 1370 
Champions Drive -- concerning the installation of artificial turf without a 
building permit [Case No. CE2025-1098]. In response to this, the property 
owner applied for an exception on April 17, 2025. 
 
According to Section 4(B), Prohibited Planting Materials, of Article 08, 
Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC), “(a)rtificial or synthetic plant materials (e.g. artificial grass, turf, 
trees, and/or shrubs) shall be prohibited on all residentially zoned or used 
property in: [1] the required front yard (i.e. the area that extends from the 
front property line to the front façade of the primary structure); [2] in areas 
of the required side or rear yard that are visible from public right-of-way, 
open space, or public parkland; [3] in public rights-of-way; and [4] in 
easements; however, a maximum of 400 square feet of non-PFAS (i.e. 
Perfluorinated Alkylated Substances) artificial grass or turf shall be 
permitted in the rear yard of all residentially zoned or used property 
regardless of visibility or screening.” In this case, the applicant is 
requesting an exception to item [2] and the size requirement listed above, 
due to the artificial turf being visible from open space in the side yard and 
there being greater than 400 SF in the rear yard. Based on the proposed 
site plan there is approximately 1,718 SF of artificial turf within the rear and side yard of the subject property [see Figure 1]. 
According to Section 4.02, Coverage, of Chapter 4, Vegetation, of the Engineering Standards of Design and Construction, 
“(n)o artificial grass is allowed in any City right-of-way and/or easements.” In this case, the subject property has a ten (10) foot 
easement that runs along the rear property line and the small strip of artificial turf within the easement must be removed. Staff 
has discussed this item with the property owner previously, and they agreed to remove this portion. According to Subsection 
02.02, Exceptions to the Landscaping Standards, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC), “(t)he Planning and Zoning Commission may grant an exception to the landscaping standards contained in this 
Article [i.e. Article 08; UDC] upon a finding that the resulting landscaping or Landscaping Plan will be equivalent to or exceed 
the requirements stipulated by this Article, and provide an improvement to the aesthetics of the surrounding area.” In addition, 
in accordance with Subsection 09.01, Exceptions to the General Standards, of Article 11, Development Applications and 
Review Procedures, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), variances and exceptions shall be reviewed on a case by case 
basis and shall require a “…supermajority vote (i.e. a three-fourths vote of those members present), with a minimum of four (4) 
votes in the affirmative required for approval.” With all this being said, this is a discretionary decision for the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Should the Planning and Zoning Commission have any questions concerning the applicant’s request, 
staff will be available at the meeting on April 29, 2025. 

FIGURE 1. THE SUBJECT PROPERTY AT 1370 
CHAMPIONS DRIVE. 



PROJECT COMMENTS
CITY OF ROCKWALL
385 S. GOLIAD STREET

ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087

PHONE: (972) 771-7700

DATE: 4/24/2025

PROJECT NUMBER:

PROJECT NAME:

SITE ADDRESS/LOCATIONS:

CASE CAPTION: Discuss and consider a request by Jarod Plummer for the approval of a Miscellaneous Request for an Exception to allow synthetic 

plan materials on 0.2890-acre parcel of land identified as Lot 8, Block H, the Shores Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, 

Texas, zoned Planned Development District 3 (PD-3) for Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District land uses, addressed as 1370 Champion 

Drive, and take any action necessary.

MIS2025-007

Exception for Artificial Turf at 1370 Champions Drive

1370 CHAMPIONS DR

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

ENGINEERING Madelyn Price Approved w/ Comments

04/22/2025:  1. There's a 10' utility easement along the back property line. No artificial turf or structures (including walls) allowed in any easement.

04/22/2025

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

BUILDING Craig Foshee Approved w/ Comments

04/23/2025:  IF APPROVED A SEPARATE PERMIT SUBMITTAL IS REQUIRED TO THE BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT

04/23/2025

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

FIRE Ariana Kistner Approved

 No Comments

04/24/2025

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

GIS Lance Singleton Approved

 No Comments

04/23/2025

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

POLICE Chris Cleveland Approved

 No Comments

04/21/2025

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PARKS Travis Sales Approved

 No Comments

04/21/2025

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PLANNING Henry Lee Approved w/ Comments

04/24/2025:  Please address the following comments (M= Mandatory Comments; I = Informational Comments)

04/24/2025
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I.1 This is a request for the approval of a Miscellaneous Case for an Exception to allow synthetic plan materials on 0.2890-acre parcel of land identified as Lot 8, Block H, the 

Shores Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Planned Development District 3 (PD-3) for Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District land uses, addressed as 1370 

Champion Drive. 

I.2 For questions or comments concerning this case please contact Henry Lee in the Planning Department at (972) 772-6434, or email hlee@rockwall.com. 

I.3 According to Section 4(B), Prohibited Planting Materials, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), “(a)rtificial or synthetic plant 

materials (e.g. artificial grass, turf, trees, and/or shrubs) shall be prohibited on all residentially zoned or used property in: [1] the required front yard (i.e. the area that extends from 

the front property line to the front façade of the primary structure); [2] in areas of the required side or rear yard that are visible from public right-of-way, open space, or public 

parkland; [3] in public rights-of-way; and [4] in easements; however, a maximum of 400 square feet of non-PFAS (i.e. Perfluorinated Alkylated Substances) artificial grass or turf shall 

be permitted in the rear yard of all residentially zoned or used property regardless of visibility or screening.” In this case, you are requesting an exception to item [2] and the size 

requirement listed above, due to the artificial turf being visible from open space in the side yard and there being greater than 400 SF in the rear yard.

M.4 According to Section 4.02, Coverage, of Chapter 4, Vegetation, of the Engineering Standards of Design and Construction, “(n)o artificial grass is allowed in any City right-of-way 

and/or easements.” In this case, the subject property has a ten (10) foot easement that runs along the rear property line and the small strip of artificial turf within the easement must 

be removed. Staff has discussed this item with the property owner previously, and they agreed to remove this portion.

I.5 Please note the scheduled meeting for this case: 

1) Planning & Zoning meeting will be held on April 29, 2025 at 6:00 PM in the council chambers at City Hall.

I.6 All meetings will be held at 6:00 PM in the City Council Chambers at 385 S. Goliad Street, Rockwall, Texas 75087.  Please note that the applicant or a representative will need 

to be present for the case to be considered by the planning and zoning commission or city council.
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There's a 10' utility easement along the back property line. No artificial turf or structures (including walls) allowed in any easement

awilliams
Line











 

CITY OF ROCKWALL ● PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT ● 385 S. GOLIAD STREET ● ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087 ● P: (972) 771 -7745 ● E: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM  

 
 
DATE:             May 21, 2025 
 
TO: Jarod Plummer 
 1370 Champions Drive 
 Rockwall, TX 75087 
 
FROM: Henry Lee, Senior Planner  
 City of Rockwall Planning and Zoning Department 
 385 S. Goliad Street 
 Rockwall, TX 75087 
 
SUBJECT:         MIS2025-007; Exception to the Plant Material Requirements for 1370 Champions Drive 
 
Jarod Plummer: 
 
This letter serves to notify you that the above referenced case (i.e. Miscellaneous Case) that you submitted for consideration by 
the City of Rockwall was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission on April 29, 2025. The following is a record of all 
recommendations, voting records and conditions of approval: 

 
Staff Recommendations 
 
(1) Any construction resulting from the approval of this Miscellaneous Case shall conform to the requirements set forth by the 

Unified Development Code (UDC), the International Building Code (IBC), the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city 
adopted engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or enforced by 
the state and federal government. 

 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
On April 29, 2025, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a motion to approve the Exception by a vote of 5-0, with 
Commissioner Hustings absent and one (1) vacant seat. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding your case, please feel free to contact me a (972) 772-6434. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Henry Lee, AICP, Senior Planner 
City of Rockwall Planning and Zoning Department 
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