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UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE | ADOPTION AND SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 
 

This table provides a summary of all ordinances that were adopted by the City Council amending the Unified Development Code (UDC).  Ordinances 
adopted and not listed below have been omitted as repealed, superseded or not of a general and permanent nature. 
 

ORD. NO. DATE OF ADOPTION CASE NUMBER SUMMARY 

20-02 February 3, 2020 Z2019-028 
Adoption of the new Unified Development Code (UDC); amending the previous 
Unified Development Code (UDC) in its entirety. 

20-05 April 6, 2020 Z2020-007 

Changed the fence standards for existing and infill single-family and duplex 
properties contained in Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, to change 
requirements to [1] remove the decorative top rail provision, [2] remove the 
staining and sealing on both sides of the fence provision, [3] change the 
placement of framing when adjacent to an alley, and [4] remove the provision 
requiring that the fence be free of burs and splinters. 

20-44 November 2, 2020 Z2020-039 

Changed the accessory structure standards to [1] provide a definition of 
standard size motor vehicle, [2] provide clarification of the requirements for 
detached garages (specifically with regards to the accessibility requirements), 
and [3] other minor clarifications regarding pergolas, carports and 
attached/detached cover porches. 

21-01 January 4, 2020 Z2020-41 

Rewrite of the Lake Ray Hubbard Takeline Overlay (TL OV) District for the 
purpose of [1] providing clearer requirements with regard to the land uses, 
building materials, and construction standards permitted within the takeline, and 
[2] providing incentive for more property owners to pursue takeline leases. 

21-22 June 7, 2021 Z2021-013 

Changed Section 06.15(F)(5), Temporary Structures on Leased Property in the 
Takeline Area, of Article 05, District Development Standards, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) to clarify that the requirements of this section relate 
to leased property only.   

21-39 September 7, 2021 Z2021-028 
Added a Non-Compliant Structure Fee to Article 11, Development Applications 
and Review Procedures, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

21-52 November 1, 2021 Z2021-048 
Changed the requirements and definition for the Urban Residential land use in 
Article 04, Permissible Uses, and Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC). 

22-03 February 7, 2022 Z2021-050 
Changed Article 04, Permissible Uses, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDCP) to remove the Bed and Breakfast land use as an allowed by-right land 
use in the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District. 

22-21 April 4, 2022 Z2022-012 
Created an Airport Overlay (AP OV) District in Article 05, District Development 
Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

22-54 October 3, 2022 Z2022-043 
Minor changes to Article 09, Tree Preservation, of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC) to change how tree mitigation is calculated. 

22-55 November 7, 2022 Z2022-044 

Made minor changes to the qualification requirements for the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB), and removed the HPAB and Architectural 
Review Boardôs (ARBôs) organizational requirements from Article 02, 
Development Review Authority, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) and 
placed them into Article III, Boards, Commissions, Committees, of Chapter 2, 
Administration, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances. 

22-57 November 7, 2022 Z2022-046 

Minor changes to Article 04, Permissible Uses, of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC) to change the Conditional Land Use Standards for the Mini-
Warehouse land use and to Subsection 04.02, Dumping, Excavating or Filing 
in a Floodplain. 

22-60 December 5, 2022 Z2022-050 
Changed the Lake Ray Hubbard Takeline Overlay (TL OV) District to allow 
concrete walking paths in the 435.5 Elevation Zone. 

23-06 March 6, 2023 Z2022-060 
Amended the Solar Collector Panel and Systems section contained in Article 
04, Permissible Uses, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) to be in 
compliance with SB398/HB3696 approved in the 87th Legislative Session. 

23-30 May 1, 2023 Z2023-019 
Amended Article 04, Permissible Uses, and Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) to add a Credit Access Business land use. 

23-34 June 19, 2023 Z2023-023 
Amended Article 04, Permissible Uses, and Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) to add the Alcoholic Beverage Package Sales and 
Alcoholic Beverage Store land uses. 

http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/20-02.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/20-05.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/20-44.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/21-01.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/21-22.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/21-39.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/21-52.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/22-03.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/22-21.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/22-54.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/22-55.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/22-57.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/22-60.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/23-06.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/23-30.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/23-34.pdf
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ORD. NO. DATE OF ADOPTION CASE NUMBER SUMMARY 

23-56 October 2, 2023 Z2023-039 
Changed the Lake Ray Hubbard Takeline Overlay (TL OV) District to allow 
Homeownerôs Associations (HOAs) to lease the takeline. 

24-10 April 1, 2024 Z2024-006 
Amended Article 04, Permissible Uses, and Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) to add the Short-Term Rentals land use. 

24-21 June 3, 2024 Z2024-017 

Amended various Articles of the Unified Development Code (UDC) to make the 
following changes: [1] change Private Tennis Courts to Private Sports Court 
with Standalone or Dedicated Lighting, [2] change the requirements for 
Commercial Antennas, [3] add Commercial Drone Delivery Hub as a land use, 
[4] add clarifications to the District Development Standards, [5] create 
requirements for Artificial or Synthetic Plant Materials, [6] clarify the permitted 
fence materials, and [7] make other various changes and corrections 
throughout the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

25-55 September 15, 2025 Z2025-049 

Amended Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) to 
provide definitions for Front Entry Garage, Recessed Front Entry Garage, Side 
Entry Garage, J-Swing Garage, Traditional Swing Garage, Modified Traditional 
Swing Garage, and Swing Garage. 

25-59 October 6, 2025 Z2025-050 
Established language in Article 11, Development Applications and Review 
Procedures, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) addressing the failure of 
an applicant to appear at a public hearing. 

25-60 October 6, 2025 Z2025-051 
Amended Article 12, Enforcement, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) to 
address the expiration of building permits. 

25-61 October 6, 2025 Z2025-052 

Amended the Southside Residential Neighborhood Overlay (SRO) District in 
Article 05, District Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) to remove the reduced density and development standards of the 
overlay district. 

26-06 March 2, 2026 Z2026-001 
Amended Article 04, Permissible Uses, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) to allow the Banquet Facility/Event Hall in the Light Industrial (LI) District 
by Specific Use Permit (SUP). 

 

  

http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/23-56.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/24-10.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/24-10.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/25-55.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/25-59.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/25-60.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/25-61.pdf
http://www.rockwall.com/pz/Planning/Documents/UDC%20Amendments/26-06.pdf
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SECTION 01 | SHORT TITLE 
 

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) of the City of Rockwall, or simply as the 
Unified Development Code or UDC.   
 

SECTION 02 | AUTHORITY 
 

The Unified Development Code (UDC) is adopted pursuant to the powers 
granted to the city and subject to any limitations imposed by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Texas. 
 

SECTION 03 | JURISDICITION 
 

The provisions of this Unified Development Code (UDC) apply generally 
to all property within the corporate limits of the City of Rockwall and to 
the lands subject to its zoning jurisdiction as conferred by state law. 
Those provisions pertaining to the subdivision of land, and those 
regulations adopted for the primary purpose of protecting water quality or 
to afford flood protection, apply to all property within the City's corporate 
boundaries and to all property within its Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ), 
as established by Chapter 42 & Chapter 212 of the Texas Local 
Government Code (TLGC). References to jurisdictions or the applicability 
of specific development regulations appearing elsewhere in this Unified 
Development Code (UDC) take precedence over this jurisdictional 
statement in the event of a conflicting interpretation. 
 

SECTION 04 | PURPOSE 
 

The Unified Development Code (UDC) is adopted for the following 
purposes:  
 

¶ To protect, promote, improve and provide for the public health, safety, 
and general welfare of the citizens of the City of Rockwall;  

 

¶ To ensure the safe, orderly and efficient development and expansion 
of the City of Rockwall in accordance with and pursuant to its 
Comprehensive Plan, Master Thoroughfare Plan, and Master Trail 
Plan;  

 

¶ To conserve, develop, protect and utilize natural resources, 
including, but not limited to, topography, vegetation, flood plain and 
other resources, in keeping with the public interest;  

 

¶ To prevent the overcrowding of land and avoid undue concentration 
or diffusion of population or land uses;  

 

¶ To protect and preserve places and areas of historical, cultural or 
architectural importance and significance to the community;  

 

¶ To protect and conserve the value of land throughout the City and the 
value of buildings and improvements upon the land, and to minimize 
the conflicts among the uses of land and buildings;  

 

¶ To provide for open spaces through the most efficient design and 
layout of the land;  

 

¶ To prevent the pollution of air and water, to ensure the adequacy of 
drainage facilities, to safeguard water resources and to preserve the 
integrity and aesthetic quality of the community;  

 

¶ To lessen congestion in the streets and provide convenient, safe and 
efficient circulation for vehicular and pedestrian traffic;  

 

¶ To facilitate the adequate and efficient provision of transportation, 
water, wastewater, schools, parks, public safety and recreational 
facilities, and other public facilities and services; and  

 

¶ To treat in one unified text those areas of regulation more typically 
dealt with in separate ordinances such as, but not exclusively, the 
zoning ordinance(s), the subdivision rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 05 | EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY 
 

The Unified Development Code (UDC) takes effect upon adoption of the 
ordinance from which this Unified Development Code (UDC) is derived 
by the City Council. The provisions of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) supersede all other development regulations governing the 
development of land within the City. All development applications and 
proposals filed on or after the effective date of the ordinance from which 
this Unified Development Code (UDC) is derived, whether for new 
developments or for add-ons or expansions of existing developments, 
shall be processed in accordance with the standards and requirements 
and pursuant to the procedures herein established.     
 

SECTION 06 | APPLICABILITY OF EXISTING REGULATIONS 
 

All existing unexpired, valid building permits which are complete and duly 
filed prior to enactment of the Unified Development Code (UDC) in 
accordance with development regulations in effect prior to adoption of 
these regulations, shall be processed under procedures therein 
established, and shall be evaluated and approved or disapproved under 
the standards and requirements contained in such regulations, 
notwithstanding the adoption of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 
Those site plans which were technically reviewed and approved by the 
City Council prior to the adoption of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) shall be exempt from meeting any new requirements after the 
adoption of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 
 

SECTION 07 | RELATIONSHIP TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 
THOROUGHFARE PLAN AND OPEN SPACE PLAN 
 

The Unified Development Code (UDC) is intended to implement the 
policies and objectives contained in the Comprehensive Plan, Master 
Thoroughfare Plan, and Master Trail Plan for the City and to affect the 
City's plan for provision of public facilities and services within the Cityôs 
corporate limits and within the City's Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). If 
a zoning or rezoning request differs from what the Comprehensive Plan, 
Master Thoroughfare Plan, or Master Trail Plan recommends for that 
area, the Director of Planning and Zoning will advise applicant of this and 
will request the applicant to submit a written letter. This letter will request 
the Director of Planning and Zoning or his/her designee to prepare and 
process the necessary exception or amendment to the plan. The City will 
process this request concurrently with the (re)zoning case at no 
additional cost to the applicant.   
 

SECTION 08 | COMPLIANCE WITH CODE REQUIRED 
 

All development of land within the incorporated boundaries of the City of 
Rockwall or its Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) as applicable, shall 
conform to the requirements of the Unified Development Code (UDC), 
and no person may use, occupy, sell or develop land, buildings or other 
structures, or authorize or permit the use, occupancy, sale or 
development of land, buildings or other structures under his control, 
except in accordance with all applicable provisions of this Unified 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/LG/htm/LG.42.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/LG/htm/LG.212.htm
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Development Code (UDC). Within the City of Rockwall's Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction (ETJ), no person may sell or develop land, or authorize or 
permit the sale or development of land, except in accordance with all 
applicable provisions of this Unified Development Code (UDC).   
 

SECTION 09 | DIAGRAMS AND DRAWINGS 
 

This Unified Development Code (UDC) contains diagrams and drawings. 
When diagrams and drawings appear in this Unified Development Code 
(UDC), they are presented for explanation purposes only unless 
specifically referred to in the text of this Unified Development Code 
(UDC). The text governs over any diagram or drawing when any 
discrepancy exists. The provisions of this section do not extend to 
concept plans or site plans which are required and approved under this 
Unified Development Code (UDC). 
 

SECTION 10 | SEVERABILITY 
 

All sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Unified 
Development Code (UDC) are severable, and if any such section, 
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase is declared unconstitutional or 
otherwise invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction in a valid judgment 
or decree, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not cause any 
remaining section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Unified 
Development Code (UDC) to fail or become inoperative. 
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SECTION 01 | BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 

All meetings of any Board or Commission shall be open to the public. 
Each Board or Commission shall keep accurate minutes of each meeting, 
which shall be forwarded to the City Secretary within ten (10) days 
following each meeting. Such Board or Commission shall keep an 
accurate record of the names of the members who are present and 
absent from their meetings. When public hearings are necessary or 
required, notice of the public hearings and the conduct of the public 
hearing will be in compliance with the requirements of all federal, state 
and local laws. 
 

Each Board or Commission may establish its own attendance rules, 
regulations, and method of enforcement unless in conflict with state law, 
or this Article. Each member of a Board or Commission shall be at least 
18 years of age.   
 

SECTION 02 | CITY COUNCIL 
 

SUBSECTION 02.01: AUTHORITY 
 

The City Council shall hold a meeting, conduct a public hearing -- if 
required by this Unified Development Code (UDC) -- and make 
determinations on the following matters:  
 

(A) Text amendments to this Unified Development Code (UDC).  
 

(B) Zoning changes and map amendments including the reclassification 
of zoning designations on land, Specific Use Permits (SUP), and 
Planned Development (PD) Districts.  
 

(C) Appeals related to the Planning and Zoning Commission's decision 
on special exceptions, variances, or waivers related to site plans for 
development.  
 

(D) Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.  
 

(E) Amendments to the Master Thoroughfare Plan.  
 

(F) Amendments to the Master Trail Plan or other Master Plans. 
 

SECTION 03 | PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

SUBSECTION 03.01: CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP 
 

(A) Membership. The members of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years on a 
rotating basis and removable for cause by the City Council. The 
terms of office shall expire on the last day of July or until their 
successor has been appointed. Any member of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission may be reappointed by the City Council upon 
completion of a full term.  

 

(B) Residency. Each member of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
shall be a resident of the City of Rockwall at the time of his/her 
appointment. A member of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
ceasing to reside in the City during his term of office shall 
immediately forfeit the office.  

 

(C) Removal. Any member of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
may be removed from office for any cause deemed by the City 
Council to be sufficient for removal of the member. If a vacancy 
should exist in the Planning and Zoning Commission membership 
due to removal from office, resignation, death, refusal or inability to 

serve, the City Council shall appoint a new member to fill the 
vacancy for the unexpired term. 

 

SUBSECTION 03.02: POWERS AND DUTIES 
 

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have the following powers 
and duties:  
 

(A) To advise the City Council and make recommendations concerning 
adoption of, or amendments to, zoning regulations and the zoning 
map; 

 

(B) To advise the City Council and make recommendations concerning 
adoption of, or amendments to the City's Comprehensive Plan, 
Master Thoroughfare Plan, and Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
and implementation thereof;  

 

(C) To oversee the City's regulations governing the platting and 
recording of subdivisions, including matters pertaining to the 
dedication of public facilities, and to advise the City Council on 
matters pertaining to public improvements, traffic, utility extensions 
and the provision of public facilities and services, in order to 
implement the City's Comprehensive Plan;  

 

(D) To undertake such actions as are necessary to exercise its 
delegated powers, as indicated by adopted ordinance;  

 

(E) To approve certain matters relating to platting and recording of 
subdivisions as dictated by the City's ordinances and the Unified 
Development Code (UDC);  

 

(F) To select a Planning and Zoning Commission Chairman and Vice-
Chairman;  

 

(G) To call public hearings to initiate zoning changes; and  
 

(H) Other duties as may be prescribed by ordinance or state law.   
 
SUBSECTION 03.03: PROCEDURES 
 

(A) Attendance. If a Planning and Zoning Commissioner has three (3) 
consecutive absences that are not excused by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, or is absent from more than 25% of the 
meetings, he or she may be removed from the Planning and Zoning 
Commission; however, if absent from 50% of the meetings in any 
calendar year, the member will automatically be removed from the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  

 

(B) Officers. Pursuant to the Charter §9.01, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman at the first 
meeting in August for a term of one (1) year. The vice-chairman is 
to preside in the absence of the chairman. Both the chairman and 
the vice-chairman shall vote on every item unless prohibited by law. 
The Director of Planning and Zoning shall be secretary of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  

 

(C) Meetings.  
 

(1) Open to the Public. All meetings of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall be open to the public. The Planning and 
Zoning Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings 
showing the vote of each member upon each question, or if 
absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep 
record of its examinations and other official actions, all of which 
shall be filed in the office of the Planning and Zoning 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIHORUCH_ARTIXPLZOCOBOAD_S9.06BOAD
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Department and shall be a public record. The Director of 
Planning and Zoning of the City of Rockwall shall be the 
custodian and possessor of the records and minutes of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  

 

(2) Calling of Meetings. Meetings of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission may be held as often as necessary to conduct the 
business coming before the Planning and Zoning Commission 
at the call of the chairman and at such other times as the 
commission may determine.  

 

(3) Quorum. Any four (4) members shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of the business. The affirmative vote of a 
majority of those attending any meeting at which there is a 
quorum present shall be necessary to pass any motion, 
recommendation or resolution of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.04: APPROVAL AUTHORITY 
 

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall make decisions, or make 
recommendations to the City Council, on the following matters:  
 
(A) Decisions on Site Plans, Building Elevations, Photometric Plans, 

Landscape Plans, Tree Preservation Plans (i.e. Tree Mitigation 
Plans and Tree Removal Plans), and Open Space Master Plans as 
may be required.  
 

(B) Recommendations to City Council on all plats (e.g. master plats, 
preliminary plats, replats, finals plats, etc.) as required by Chapter 
38, Subdivisions, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances.  
 

(C) Recommendations to City Council regarding text amendments to 
the Unified Development Code (UDC).  
 

(D) Recommendations to City Council regarding zoning changes and 
map amendments, including reclassification of the zoning 
designations on land, Specific Use Permits (SUP), and Planned 
Development (PD) Districts.  
 

(E) Decisions regarding variances and special exceptions to this Unified 
Development Code (UDC).  
 

(F) Recommendations to City Council regarding amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan.  
 

(G) Recommendations to City Council regarding amendments to the 
Master Thoroughfare Plan.  
 

(H) Recommendations to City Council regarding amendments to the 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

 

SECTION 04 | BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 
 

SUBSECTION 04.01: ORGANIZATION 
 

(A) Membership. The Board of Adjustments (BOA) is created in 
accordance with the provisions of V.T.C.A., Local Government 
Code § 211.008. The Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall consist of 
five (5) members who are residents and taxpayers of the City, each 
to be appointed by the City Council for two (2) years and removable 
for cause by the appointing authority upon written charges and after 
public hearing. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term of 
any member whose place becomes vacant for any cause, in the 
same manner as the original appointment was made.  

 

(B) Alternate Members. The City Council shall provide for the 
appointment of four (4) alternate members of the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) who shall serve in the absence of one (1) or 
more of the regular members. Alternate members, when appointed, 
shall serve for the same period as the regular members, which is for 
a term of two (2) years, and any vacancy shall be filled in the same 
manner and they shall be subject to removal the same as the regular 
members.  

 

(C) Chief Building Official. The Chief Building Official, or his authorized 
representative, shall be an ex-officio member of the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) without power to vote and as an ex-officio 
member of such board shall act as secretary of the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) and shall set up and maintain a separate file for 
each application for appeal, special exception and variance 
received and shall record therein the names and addresses of all 
persons, firms and corporations to whom notices are mailed, 
including the date of mailing and further keep a record of all notices 
published as required herein. All records and files herein provided 
for shall be permanent and official files and records of the City.  

 

CHARTER REFERENCEð BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS (BOA), § 9.06. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.02: PROCEDURES 
 

(A) Adopting Procedural Rules. The Board of Adjustments (BOA), by 
majority vote, shall adopt such procedural rules as are necessary to 
execute its duties.  

 

(B) Election of Officers. The Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall annually 
select one (1) of its members to be the chairman, and the vice-
chairman to act in the absence of the chair.  

 

(C) Quorum. All cases before the Board of Adjustments (BOA) must be 
heard by at least four (4) members.  

 

(D) Calling Meetings. Meetings of the Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall 
be held at the call of the chairman, and at such other times as the 
Board of Adjustments (BOA) may determine. Such chairman, or in 
his absence the acting chairman, shall administer oaths and compel 
attendance of witnesses.  

 

(E) Meetings Open to the Public. All meetings of the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) shall be open to the public.  

 

(F) Keeping of Minutes. The Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall keep 
minutes of its proceedings showing the vote of each member upon 
each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, 
and shall keep records of its other official actions, all of which shall 
be filed in the office of the Board of Adjustments (BOA) and shall be 
a public record.  

 

The secretary of the Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall forthwith 
notify in writing the City Council, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and the Cityôs Chief Building Official of each decision, 
interpretation, special exception and variance granted under the 
provisions of the Unified Development Code. 

 

(G) Attendance. If a member has three (3) consecutive absences that 
are not excused by the Board of Adjustments (BOA), or is absent 
from more than 25% of the meetings, he may be removed from the 
Board of Adjustments (BOA); however, if absent from 50% of the 
meetings in any calendar year, the member will automatically be 
removed from the Board of Adjustments (BOA). 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH38SU
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH38SU
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/SOTWDocs/LG/htm/LG.211.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/SOTWDocs/LG/htm/LG.211.htm
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIHORUCH_ARTIXPLZOCOBOAD_S9.06BOAD
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SUBSECTION 04.03: JURISDICITION 
 

(A) When in its judgment, the public convenience and welfare will be 
substantially served and the appropriate use of the neighboring 
property will not be substantially or permanently injured, the Board 
of Adjustments (BOA) may, in specific cases, after public notice and 
public hearing, and subject to appropriate conditions and 
safeguards, authorize the following special exceptions to the 
regulations herein established:  
 

(1) Appeal of an Administrative Decision. Consider an appeal from 
any person aggrieved by a decision of any administrative 
officer with authority over any matter regulated by the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) or by any officer, department, board 
or division of the City affected by any decision of the 
administrative officer. Such appeal shall be received within 15-
calendar days after the decision has been rendered by the 
administrative officer, by filing with the officer whose decision 
is being appealed and with the Board of Adjustments (BOA), a 
notice of appeal specifying the grounds of the appeal and the 
City's required fee.  

 

(2) Appeal of a Code Decision. Consider an appeal from any 
person aggrieved by orders, decisions or determinations made 
by the Chief Building Official, fire official or City Engineer 
relative to the application and interpretation of the International 
Residential Code (IRC), International Building Code (IBC), 
International Plumbing Code (IPC), International Mechanical 
Code, International Energy Conservation Code, International 
Fuel Gas Code, International Fire Code (IFC), International 
Existing Building Code, and National Electrical Code (NEC).  

 

The officer from whom the appeal is taken shall forthwith 
transmit to the Board of Adjustments (BOA), all papers 
constituting the record from which the action appeal was taken. 
An appeal shall stay all proceedings of the action which has 
been appealed, unless the officer from whom the appeal is 
taken, certifies to the Board of Adjustments (BOA) that a stay 
would, in the officer's opinion, cause imminent peril to life or 
property. In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed unless 
there is a restraining order granted by the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) or by a court of competent jurisdiction on 
application, and notice is given to the officer whose decision is 
the subject of appeal.  

 

(B) Odd Shaped Parcels. Permit such modifications of the height, yard, 
area, coverage and parking regulations as may be necessary to 
secure appropriate development of a parcel of land which differs 
from other parcels in the district by being of such restricted area, 
shape, or slope that it cannot be appropriately developed without 
such modification.  
 

(C) Non-Conforming Use. Permit the expansion or enlargement of a 
building occupied by a non-conforming use on the lot or tract 
occupied by such building, provided such reconstruction does not 
prevent the return of such property to a conforming use. Upon 
review of the facts, the Board of Adjustments (BOA) may establish 
a specific period of time for the occupancy to revert to a conforming 
use.  
 

(D) Change of Non-Conforming Use. To authorize a change of use from 
one non-conforming use to another non-conforming use, provided 
that such change is to a use of the same or more restricted 

classification. In the event that a non-conforming use is changed to 
a non-conforming use of a higher or more restrictive classification, 
the building or structure containing such non-conforming use shall 
not later be reverted to the former lower or less restricted 
classification. The Board of Adjustments (BOA) may establish a 
specific period of time for the conversion of the occupancy to a 
conforming use.  
 

(E) Discontinuance of a Non-Conforming Use. Require the 
discontinuance of non-conforming areas of land or structures under 
any plan whereby the full value of the structure and facilities can be 
amortized within a definite period of time, taking into consideration 
the general character of the neighborhood and the necessity for all 
property to conform to the regulations of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC). 
 

(1) All actions to discontinue a non-conforming use of land or 
structure shall be taken with due regard for the property rights 
of the persons affected when considered in the light of the 
public welfare and the character of the area surrounding the 
designated non-conforming use and the conservation and 
preservation of property.  
 

(2) The Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall from time to time on its 
own motion or upon cause presented by interested property 
owners inquire into the existence, continuance or maintenance 
of any non-conforming use within the City.  

 

(F) Structure for a Legal Non-Conforming Use. Permit the construction, 
reconstruction, enlargement or addition of a structure occupied by 
or for a use, normally ancillary to a single-family residential use, 
when such single-family residential use or structure, is legally non-
conforming; provided, however, such construction, reconstruction, 
enlargement or addition does not prevent the return of such property 
to a conforming use.  
 

(G) Non-Conforming Structure. To authorize the reconstruction and 
occupancy of a non-conforming structure, or a structure containing 
a non-conforming use, where such structure has been damaged by 
fire or other causes to the extent of more than 50%, but less than 
the total, of the replacement cost of the structure on the date of the 
damage. Such action by the Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall have 
due regard for the property rights of the person or persons affected, 
and shall be considered in regard to the public welfare, character of 
the area surrounding such structure, and the conservation, 
preservation and protection of property.  
 

(H) Expansion of a Non-Conforming Structure. To authorize the 
enlargement, expansion or repair of a non-conforming structure in 
excess of 50% of its current value. In such instance, the current 
value shall be established at the time of application for a hearing 
before the Board of Adjustments (BOA). If such expansion or 
enlargement is approved by the Board of Adjustments (BOA), all 
provisions of the district in which such structure is located shall 
apply to the new construction on the lot or parcel.  
 

(I) Occupation of an Abandoned Non-Conforming Structure. To 
authorize the occupancy of an abandoned non-conforming 
structure. Such action by the Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall 
have due regard for the property rights of the person or persons 
affected, and shall be considered in regard to the public welfare and 
safety, character or the area surrounding such structure, and the 
conservation, preservation and protection of property.  
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(J) Violation of Other Ordinances. The Board of Adjustments (BOA) is 
not authorized to permit or approve any request that would be in 
violation of any other ordinances or city regulations that would 
prohibit such improvement or construction to be made. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.04: CRITERIA FOR GRANTING VARIANCES 
 

The City's Board of Adjustments (BOA), pursuant to the powers 
conferred upon it by state law, the ordinances of the City, and this Article 
may grant variances to the provisions of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) upon finding that:  
 
(A) Such variance will not substantially or permanently injure the 

appropriate use of adjacent property in the same district; 
 

(B) Such variance will not adversely affect the health, safety or general 
welfare of the public;  
 

(C) Such variance will not be contrary to the public interest;  
 

(D) Such variance will not authorize the operation of a use other than 
those uses specifically authorized for the district in which the 
property for which the variance is sought is located;  
 

(E) Such variance will be in harmony with the spirit and purpose of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC);  
 

(F) Such variance will not alter the essential character of the district in 
which the property is located and for which the variance is sought;  
 

(G) Such variance will not substantially weaken the general purposes of 
the zoning regulations established for the district in which the 
property is located;  
 

(K) Due to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) would result in unnecessary hardship;  
 

(H) The plight of the owner of the property for which the variance or 
exception is sought is due to unique circumstances existing on the 
property, including, but not limited to, the area, shape or slope, and 
the unique circumstances were not created by the owner of the 
property and are not merely financial, and are not due to or the result 
of general conditions in the district in which the property is located;  
 

(I) The variance or exception is not a self-created hardship; and  
 

(J) The variance is clearly identified as a variance to the City's 
standards on the concept plan, site plan or text of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC). 

 
SUBSECTION 04.05: ACTIONS OF THE BOARD 
 

(A) In exercising its powers, the Board of Adjustments (BOA), may, in 
conformity with the provisions of the Texas Local Government 
Code, revise or reform, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, 
requirement, decisions, or determination appealed from, and shall 
have all the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken 
including the power to impose reasonable conditions to be complied 
with by the applicant.  

 

(B) The concurring vote of four (4) members of the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) shall be necessary to revise any order, 
requirements, decision or determination of any such administrative 
official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon 
which it is required to pass under the Unified Development Code 

(UDC) or to affect any variance in the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). 

 

(C) Any special exceptions authorized by the Board of Adjustments 
(BOA), either under the provisions of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) or under the authority granted to the Board of Adjustments 
(BOA) under the statutes of the state, shall authorize the issuance 
of a building permit or a Certificate of Occupancy (CO) or other relief 
as the case may be for a period of 90-days from the date of the 
favorable action on the part of the Board of Adjustments (BOA), 
unless the Board of Adjustments (BOA)  in its minutes shall, at the 
same time, grant a longer period.  

 

(D) If a building permit or Certificate of Occupancy (CO) has not been 
applied for or issued within a 90-day period or as the Board of 
Adjustments (BOA) may specifically grant, the special exceptions 
shall be deemed waived; and all rights hereunder terminated. The 
Board of Adjustments (BOA) may grant one (1) or more extensions 
to this time period upon the applicant's request and if due cause is 
shown.  

 

(E) Such termination and waiver shall be without prejudice to a 
subsequent appeal to the Board of Adjustments (BOA) in 
accordance with the rules, and regulations regarding appeals.   

 
SUBSECTION 04.06: APPEALS ON THE SAME MATTER 
 

No appeal to the Board of Adjustments (BOA) shall be allowed 
concerning the same matter prior to the expiration of six (6) months from 
a ruling of the Board of Adjustments (BOA) on any appeal to such body 
unless other rulings on the same or similar subject matter have, within 
such six (6) month period, been altered or changed by ruling of the Board 
of Adjustments (BOA), in which case such change of circumstances shall 
permit the allowance of an appeal, but shall in no way have force in law 
to compel the Board of Adjustments (BOA), after a hearing, to grant such 
subsequent appeal, but such appeal shall be considered on its merits as 
in all other cases.   
 
SUBSECTION 04.07: EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

A decision on a variance shall be effective upon approval by the Board 
of Adjustments (BOA).   
 
SUBSECTION 04.08: APPEAL FROM BOARD 
 

Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Board of Adjustments (BOA) 
or any officer, department, or board of the municipality pursuant to this 
section, may present to a court of competent jurisdiction, a petition, duly 
verified, setting forth that such decision is illegal, in whole or in part, and 
specifying the grounds of such illegality.  
 

Such petition shall be presented to the court within ten (10) days after the 
filing of the decision complained of in the office of the City secretary and 
not thereafter.  
 

No appeal from a Board of Adjustments (BOA) decision under its 
jurisdiction, as set out in the Unified Development Code (UDC), shall be 
heard by the City Council. 
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SECTION 05 | HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 

SUBSECTION 05.01: ORGANIZATION 
 

For requirements concerning the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
see Division 3, Historic Preservation Advisory Board, of Article III, 
Boards, Commissions, Committees, of Chapter 2, Administration, of the 
Municipal Code of Ordinances. 
 

 
SUBSECTION 05.02: DESIGNATION OF LANDMARKS IN THE CITY 
 

The Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) may recommend to 
the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council that certain 
properties be landmark districts and that specific areas be designated as 
historic districts as provided for in Subsection 06.03, Historic Overlay 
(HO) District, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 
 
SUBSECTION 05.03: CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 
(COA) 
 

For requirements concerning Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) see 
Section 06, Certificates of Appropriateness (COA), of Article 11, 
Development Applications and Review Procedures. 
 

SECTION 06 | ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
 

SUBSECTION 06.01: ORGANIZATION 
 

For requirements concerning the Architectural Review Board see 
Division 4, Architectural Review Board, of Article III, Boards, 
Commissions, Committees, of Chapter 2, Administration, of the 
Municipal Code of Ordinances. 
 

SECTION 07 | DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
 

SUBSECTION 07.01: QUALIFICATIONS 
 

(A) The Director of Planning and Zoning must be a member in good 
standing of AICP, AIA or PE.  

 

(B) The Director of Planning and Zoning or his/her designee shall serve 
as the Zoning Administrator.   

 
SUBSECTION 07.02: POWERS AND DUTIES 
 

(A) The Director of Planning and Zoning shall have the following powers 
and duties:  

 

(1) To make recommendations and provide assistance to the City 
Council and Planning and Zoning Commission concerning 
exercise of their responsibilities under the Unified 
Development Code (UDC);  
 

(2) To develop and recommend to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, and the City Council, a Comprehensive Plan for 
the City or any amendments to the plan and to propose actions 
to implement the plan;  
 

(3) To coordinate all planning relating to the City's Comprehensive 
Plan;  
 

(4) To submit recommendations to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Council on request for zoning changes, 
variances and exceptions;  
 

(5) To render such administrative decisions as are required of the 
Director of Planning and Zoning by the Unified Development 
Code (UDC); 
 

(6) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by 
ordinance or directed by the City Council or Planning and 
Zoning Commission.   

 

SECTION 08 | HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
 

SUBSECTION 08.01: APPOINTMENT 
 

The City Manager shall appoint a qualified staff person, to serve as 
Historic Preservation Officer (HPO). This officer shall administer the 
historic preservation provisions of the Unified Development Code (UDC) 
and advise the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) on matters 
submitted to it. 
 
SUBSECTION 08.02: POWER AND DUTIES 
 

In addition to serving as a representative to the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB), the Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) shall:  
 

(A) Coordinate the City's preservation activities with those of state and 
federal agencies and with local, state, and national non-profit 
preservation organizations.  
 

(B) Administer the Unified Development Code (UDC) and advise the 
HPAB on matters submitted to it.  
 

(C) To maintain and hold open for public inspection all documents and 
records pertaining to the provisions of this Article.  
 

(D) Receive and review all applications pursuant to this Article to ensure 
their completeness.  
 

(E) Review and act on all Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) 
applications subject to administrative review pursuant to this Article.  
 

(F) Review and forward with any recommendations for all applications 
for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) subject to review by the 
Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) pursuant to this 
Article.  
 

(G) Ensure proper posting and noticing of all Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB) meetings, schedule applications for Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) review, provide packets to its 
members prior to the meetings, record meeting minutes and 
facilitate all Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) meetings.  
 

(H) Review and help coordinate the City's preservation and urban 
design activities with those of local, state and federal agencies and 
with local, state, and national preservation organizations in the 
private sector. 

 

SECTION 09 | CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 

SUBSECTION 09.01: QUALIFICATIONS 
 

The Chief Building Official must:  
 

(A) Be a licensed architect or engineer in good standing; or  
 

(B) Have a bachelor's degree in urban planning, or related field; 
supplemented by a minimum six (6) years in a 
supervisory/management capacity in the field with a municipal or 
other governmental organization, to include development and 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIIIBOCOCO_DIV3HIPRADBO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIIIBOCOCO_DIV3HIPRADBO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIIIBOCOCO_DIV3HIPRADBO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIIIBOCOCO_DIV4ARREBO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIIIBOCOCO_DIV4ARREBO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH2AD_ARTIIIBOCOCO_DIV4ARREBO
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implementation of budgetary functions; or an equivalent 
combination of education, training, and experience which includes 
the following knowledge, skills, and abilities:  

 

(1) Comprehensive knowledge of modern principles and practices 
of community development administration.  
 

(2) Thorough knowledge of the federal, state, and local 
ordinances, laws and regulations relating to departmental 
activities.  
 

(3) Thorough knowledge of principles of effective administration, 
to include planning, directing, evaluating, and coordinating.  

 
SUBSECTION 09.02: POWERS AND DUTIES 
 

The Chief Building Official shall have the following powers and duties:  
 

(1) To issue permits in accordance with the Unified Development Code 
(UDC);  
 

(2) To issue Certificates of Occupancy (CO) in accordance with the 
Unified Development Code;  
 

(3) To enforce the provisions of the Unified Development Code (UDC);  
 

(4) Such other powers and duties as may be lawfully delegated.  
 

The City Council may designate the City Engineer or Director of Planning 
and Zoning to perform the duties of the Chief Building Official. 
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SECTION 01 | ZONING MAP 
 

(A) The City of Rockwall is hereby divided into zones, or districts, as 
shown on the Official Zoning Map which, together with all 
explanatory matter thereon, is hereby adopted by reference and 
declared a part of this Unified Development Code (UDC). The 
zones, or districts, hereby established are and shall be known and 
cited as: 

 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS  
SECTION DISTRICT REFERENCE ABB. 
05.02.01 Agricultural (AG) District AG 

05.03.02 Single Family Estate 1.5 (SFE-1.5) District SFE-1.5 

05.03.03 Single Family Estate 2.0 (SFE-2.0) District SFE-2.0 

05.03.04 Single Family Estate 4.0 (SFE-4.0) District SFE-4.0 

05.03.05 Single Family 1 (SF-1) District SF-1 

05.03.06 Single Family 16 (SF-16) District SF-16 

05.03.07 Single Family 10 (SF-10) District SF-10 

05.03.08 Single Family 8.4 (SF-8.4) District SF-8.4 

05.03.09 Single Family 7 (SF-7) District SF-7 

05.03.10 Zero Lot Line (ZL-5) District ZL-5 

05.03.11 Two-Family (2F) District 2F 

05.03.12 Multi-Family 14 (MF-14) District MF-14 
 

COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICTS  
SECTION DISTRICT REFERENCE ABB. 
05.04.02 Residential-Office (RO) District RO 

05.04.03 Neighborhood Services (NS) District NS 

05.04.04 General Retail (GR) District GR 

05.04.05 Commercial (C) District C 

05.04.06 Heavy Commercial (HC) District HC 

05.04.07 Downtown (DT) District DT 
 

INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS  
SECTION DISTRICT REFERENCE ABB. 
05.05.02 Light Industrial (LI) District LI 

05.05.03 Heavy Industrial (HI) District HI 
 

OVERLAY & SPECIAL ZONING DISTRICTS  
SECTION DISTRICT REFERENCE ABB. 

10.01 Planned Development (PD) District PD 

05.06.03 Historic Overlay (HOV) District HOV 

05.06.04 North Goliad Street Overlay (NG OV) District NG OV 

05.06.05 Southside Residential Overlay (SRO) District SRO 

05.06.06 IH-30 Overlay (IH OV) District IH-30 OV 

05.06.07 SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District SH-205 OV 

05.06.08 Scenic Overlay (SOV) District SOV 

05.06.09 SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District SH-66 OV 

05.06.10 SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY-OV) District SH-205 BY-OV 

05.06.11 North SH-205 Overlay (N. SH-205 OV) District N. SH-205 OV 

05.06.12 East SH-66 Overlay (E. SH-66 OV) District SH-66 OV 

05.06.13 FM-549 Overlay (FM-549 OV) District FM-549 OV 

05.06.14 SH-276 Overlay (SH-276 OV) District SH-276 OV 

05.06.15 Lake Ray Hubbard Takeline Overlay (TL OV) District TL OV 

 
(B) The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of the 

Mayor attested by the City Secretary, under the following words: 
 

This is to certify that this is the Office Zoning Map referred to in 
Article 03 of the Unified Development Code (UDC) of the City of 
Rockwall, Texas. 
 

(C) When changes are made in district boundaries or other matters 
portrayed on the Official Zoning Map, such changes shall be entered 

on the Official Zoning Map by the City of Rockwallôs Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) Division promptly after the amendment 
has been approved by City Council, and the change shall note the 
ordinance number and date that the change was approved. 
 

(D) No changes of any nature shall be made in the Official Zoning Map 
or matter shown thereon except in conformity with the procedures 
set forth in this Unified Development Code (UDC).  Any 
unauthorized change of whatever kind by any person shall be 
considered a violation of this Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

(E) The original reproducible tracing of the Official Zoning Map shall be 
located in the office of the Director of Planning and Zoning in city 
hall and shall be the final authority as to the current zoning status of 
land and water areas, building and other structures in the City of 
Rockwall. 

 

(F) City Council may, by resolution, adopt a new Official Zoning Map 
should the original reproducible tracing of the Official Zoning Map 
be damaged, destroyed, lost or become ambiguous because of the 
nature or number of changes and additions. The new Official Zoning 
Map may correct drafting or other errors or omissions in the prior 
Official Zoning Map, but no other correction shall have the effect of 
amending the original Official Zoning Map or any subsequent 
amendment thereof. The new Official Zoning Map shall be identified 
by the signature of the Mayor attested by the City Secretary, under 
the following words: 
 

This is to certify that this Office Zoning Map supersedes and 
replaces the Office Zoning Map adopted (date of adoption of Map 
being replaced) as a part of the Unified Development Code (UDC) 
of the City of Rockwall, Texas. 
 

(G) Unless the prior Official Zoning Map has been lost, or has been 
totally destroyed, the prior map or any significant parts thereof 
remaining, shall be preserved, together with all available records 
pertaining to its adoption or amendment. 

 

SECTION 02 | RULES FOR INTERPRETATION OF DISTRICT 
BOUNDARIES 
 

SUBSECTION 02.01: BOUNDARIES 
 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of zoning districts as 
shown on the Official Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply: 
 

(A) Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of 
streets, highways, or alleys shall be construed to follow center lines; 
 

(B) Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines 
shall be construed as following lot lines; 
 

(C) Boundaries indicated as following City Limit lines shall be construed 
as following such City Limits; 
 

(D) Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features 
indicated in Subsections A, B, & C above shall be so construed. 
Distances not specifically indicated on the Official Zoning Map shall 
be determined by the scale of the map; 
 

(E) Where physical or cultural features existing on the ground are at 
variance with those shown on the Official Zoning Map, or in other 
circumstances not covered by Subsections A & B above, the City 
Council shall interpret the district boundaries. 
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SECTION 03 | REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL 
DISTRICTS 
 

SUBSECTION 03.01: GENERAL REGULATIONS 
 

The following regulations shall apply to all zoning districts listed in this 
Article and further defined in Article 04, Permissible Uses, and Article 05, 
District Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). 
 

(A) No land or building shall be used or intended for any use other than 
those permitted in the district wherein such land or building is 
located. 
 

(B) No building shall be erected, reconstructed, enlarged, structurally 
altered, or moved in such manner as to evade conformity with 
height, bulk, yard, lot area, use, and other regulations for the district 
wherein such building is located. 
 

(C) No yard provided adjacent to a building for the purpose of complying 
with provisions of this Unified Development Code (UDC) shall be 
considered as providing any part of a yard for another building on 
the same lot or on an adjacent lot. 
 

(D) No street or walkway shall serve as any part of a required yard or 
minimum lot area although street rights-of-way and open space may 
be used in determining allowable units per acre in residential 
subdivisions. 
 

(E) Every building hereafter erected or altered shall be located on a lot 
as defined in Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC). 

 

SECTION 04 | LISTING OF APPROVED PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT (PD) DISTRICTS 
 

Planned Development (PD) Districts that have been approved and 
appear on the zoning maps are referenced by a Planned Development 
(PD) number (PD-#) and the zoning district classification and/or uses 
authorized by the particular zoning case. The listing of approved Planned 
Development (PD) Districts will be documented in Appendix A, Planned 
Development (PD) Districts, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 
 

SECTION 05 | LISTING OF APPROVED SPECIFIC USE 
PERMITS (SUP) 
 

Specific Use Permits (SUPs) that have been approved shall be 
referenced by a Specific Use Permit number (S-#) and the type of use 
authorized by those permits. The listing of approved Specific Use Permits 
(SUPs) will be documented in Appendix B, Specific Use Permits (SUPs), 
of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 
 

SECTION 06 | ZONING UPON ANNEXATION 
 

All territory hereinafter annexed to the City of Rockwall shall assume an 
interim classification of Agricultural (AG) District, pending determination 
of the property's initial permanent zoning in accordance with the 
provisions of state law and this chapter unless application for permanent 
zoning is submitted by the property owner at the time of annexation. The 
interim zoning prior to the permanent zoning shall not be considered a 
rezoning for legal purposes. The procedure for establishing initial zoning 
other than Agricultural (AG) District on annexed territory shall conform to 
the procedure established by law for the adoption of normal zoning 

classifications and regulations as defined in Section 02, Zoning, of Article 
11, Development Review Procedures, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). 
 

In an area classified Agricultural (AG) District, no person shall erect, 
excavate, construct, or proceed or continue with the erection or 
construction of any building or structure or add to, enlarge, move, 
improve, alter, repair, convert, or extend or demolish any building or 
structure or cause the same to be done in any newly annexed territory to 
the City without first applying for and obtaining a building permit therefore 
from the Chief Building Official as may be required in applicable City 
ordinances. 
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SECTION 01 | LAND USE SCHEDULE 
 

SUBSECTION 01.01: USE OF LAND AND BUILDINGS  
 

Buildings, structures, and land uses shall be in conformance with the 
permitted uses depicted in Land Use Schedule and in compliance with 
Subsection 02.03, Conditional Land Use Standards.  The following is the 
legend for the Land Use Schedule: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right 

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions 

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP) 

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District 

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use 

 
SUBSECTION 01.02: LAND USE SCHEDULE  
 

See the Land Use Schedule at the end of this Article. 
 

SECTION 02 | CONDITIONAL LAND USE STANDARDS AND 
DEFINITIONS 
 

SUBSECTION 02.01: DETERMINATION OF LAND USES  
 

Land uses shall be permitted in a zoning district as indicated in Land Use 
Schedule provided the land use meets the below conditional land use 
standards and the land use definitions established for such use.  Should 
a new land use -- not listed in Land Use Schedule -- request to be 
established in the City, the Director of Planning and Zoning or his/her 
designee shall determine the closest or most appropriate land use based 
on the following land use definitions and conditional land use standards.  
If the Director of Planning and Zoning is unable to classify a land use 
based on the land uses listed in Land Use Schedule then the Director of 
Planning and Zoning shall defer the decision to the City Council to either 
[1] direct staff to amend the code to incorporate the new land use, or [2] 
deny the request to establish the unlisted land use. 
 
SUBSECTION 02.02: LAND USE DEFINITIONS 
 

For land use definitions see Section 02.02, Land Use Definitions, of 
Article 13, Definitions. 
 
SUBSECTION 02.03: CONDITIONAL LAND USE STANDARDS  
 

(A) Agricultural and Animal Related Land Uses 
 

(1) Animal Boarding/Kennel with Outside Pens. 
 

(a) Animals shall be permitted to be in outside pens or 
kennels. 
 

(b) The outside pens or kennels shall be behind the primary 
structure and shall be screened from view of adjacent 
properties, public right-of-way, and parks and open 
space. 

 

(2) Animal Boarding/Kennel without Outside Pens. 
 

(a) Animals shall not be permitted to be in outside pens 
or kennels. 

 

(3) Animal Clinic for Small Animals without Outdoor Pens.  
 

(a) All Animal Clinics for Small Animals that incorporate a 
kennel shall be limited to short-term boarding. 

 

(b) Boarding/kennel land uses should be accessory or 
incidental to the primary land uses (i.e. animal clinic). 

 
(4) Barn or Agricultural Accessory Building. 

 

(a) The property shall be a minimum of ten (10) acres of more 
in size. 

 

(b) A Barn or Agricultural Accessory Building shall be a 
minimum of 2,000 SF and a maximum of 4,999 SF in total 
size (i.e. under roof).  

 

(c) The Barn or Agricultural Accessory Building shall be 
located behind the front façade of the primary structure, 
and be subject to the same building setbacks as the 
primary structure.  

 

(5) Commercial Horse Corral or Stable. 
 

(a) This use requires a minimum of ten (10) acres to be 
established. 

 

(b) The ground accumulation of manure shall be collected 
and properly disposed of so as not to create offensive 
odors, fly breeding, or in any way pose a health hazard or 
nuisance to humans and animals.  

 

(c) Fences or pens, corrals or similar enclosures shall be of 
sufficient height and strength to properly retain the animal.  

 

(6) Private Horse Corral or Stable.  
 

(a) All Private Horse Corrals or Stables shall comply with the 
standards specified in Subsection 03.01, Farm Animals 
and Horses.  

 

(7) Community Garden.  
 

(a) Community Gardens are permitted in the Agricultural 
(AG) District by-right; however, a Specific Use Permit 
(SUP) shall be required for any on-site retail sales.  

 

(b) Community Gardens are permitted in all other zoning 
districts by Specific Use Permit (SUP) only, and are 
subject to the additional following conditions:  

 

(1) The Community Garden must comply with the lot and 
building standards for the zoning district in which the 
subject property is located.  
 

(2) Any structure(s) for a Community Garden shall be 
reviewed as part of the Specific Use Permit (SUP), 
including the size and intended use.  
 

(3) All chemicals and fuels shall be stored in an 
enclosed, locked structure when the site is 
unattended.  
 

(4) Sales and donation of only whole, uncut, fresh food 
and/or horticultural products grown in the Community 
Garden may occur on-site, but may not occur on 
residentially zoned or used property. 
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(5) Retail sales and all other public use of the 
Community Garden shall begin no earlier than 7:00 
AM and must end by 7:00 PM every day of the week.  
 

(6) One temporary sign advertising only food or 
horticultural products grown on-site may be 
displayed during sales hours. The sign must be on-
site, non-illuminated, and must not exceed six (6) 
square feet in area or three (3) feet in height.  
 

(7) The applicant shall provide a Community Garden 
Management Plan that addresses any probable 
impacts to the subject property or surrounding 
properties and which includes any proposed 
mitigation measures. The plan shall include: [1] a site 
plan, [2] a description of the type of equipment 
necessary for all operations of the Community 
Garden, [3] the anticipated frequency and duration of 
use of any equipment used on-site, [4] a disclosure 
statement of any intent to spray or otherwise apply 
chemicals or pesticides, [5] the anticipated frequency 
and duration of the application of chemicals or 
pesticides, and [6] a disclosure statement of any 
land-disturbing activity that could otherwise require 
drainage improvements per the Engineering 
Standards of Design and Construction manual.   

 

(8) Urban Farm.  
 

(a) Urban Farms are permitted in the Agricultural (AG) District 
by-right; however, a Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be 
required for any on-site retail sales.  
 

(b) Urban Farms are permitted in all other zoning districts by 
Specific Use Permit (SUP) only, and are subject to the 
additional following conditions:  

 
(1) A site area of not less than one (1) acre and not more 

than five (5) acres is required, unless otherwise 
approved by City Council.  

 

(2) Only mechanical equipment designed for residential 
use may be used.  

 

(3) Retail sales and all other public use of the Urban 
Farm shall begin no earlier than 7:00 AM and must 
end by 7:00 PM every day of the week.  

 

(4) Commercial deliveries and pickups are limited to one 
(1) per day. On-site sales are not considered 
commercial pickups.  

 

(5) One identification sign not exceeding 144 square 
inches in area is permitted.  

 

(6) Any structure(s) for urban farms in residential 
districts shall be reviewed as part of the SUP, 
including size, building materials and intended use.  

 

(7) The applicant shall provide an Urban Farm 
Management Plan that addresses any probable 
impacts to the subject property or surrounding 
properties and which includes any proposed 
mitigation measures. The plan shall include: [1] a site 
plan, [2] a description of the type of equipment 

necessary for all operations of the Urban Farm, [3] 
the anticipated frequency and duration of use of any 
equipment used on-site, [4] a disclosure statement 
of any intent to spray or otherwise apply chemicals 
or pesticides, [5] the anticipated frequency and 
duration of the application of chemicals or pesticides, 
and [6] a disclosure statement of any land-disturbing 
activity that could otherwise require drainage 
improvements per the Engineering Standards of 
Design and Construction manual.   

 

(c) Urban Farms are permitted in non-residential zoning 
districts by Specific Use Permit (SUP) only and are 
subject to the additional following conditions:  

 
(1) A minimum site area of one (1) acre is required.  

 

(2) Retail sales and all other public use of the Urban 
Farm shall begin no earlier than 7:00 AM and must 
end by 7:00 PM every day of the week. 
 

(3) Any structure(s) for a Urban Farm shall be reviewed 
as part of the Specific Use Permit (SUP), including 
the size and intended use.  
 

(4) The applicant shall provide an Urban Farm 
Management Plan that addresses any probable 
impacts to the subject property or surrounding 
properties and which includes any proposed 
mitigation measures. The plan shall include: [1] a site 
plan, [2] a description of the type of equipment 
necessary for all operations of the Urban Farm, [3] 
the anticipated frequency and duration of use of any 
equipment used on-site, [4] a disclosure statement 
of any intent to spray or otherwise apply chemicals 
or pesticides, [5] the anticipated frequency and 
duration of the application of chemicals or pesticides, 
and [6] a disclosure statement of any land-disturbing 
activity that could otherwise require drainage 
improvements per the Engineering Standards of 
Design and Construction manual.   

 

(B) Residential and Lodging Land Uses 
 

(1) Residential Accessory Building or Structure. 
 

(a) See Subsection 07.04, Accessory Structure Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards.  

 

(2) Bed and Breakfast.  
 

(a) A Bed and Breakfast may only be established on an 
owner-occupied, single-family lot. 
 

(b) In addition to the single-family parking requirements, one 
(1) parking space per bedroom shall be provided.  
 

(c) No signage and/or outside advertising shall be permitted 
for a Bed and Breakfast unless located in a non-
residential zoning district or as permitted by a Specific 
Use Permit (SUP).  
 

(d) Bed and Breakfast shall be required to meet all applicable 
City Fire Codes, including providing a smoke alarm 
system. 
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(e) A Bed and Breakfast shall be subject to an annual 
inspection by the Fire Department.  
 

(f) All applicable hotel/motel taxes shall be paid.  
 

(g) The maximum length of a guests stay is shall be limited to 
14 consecutive days in any 30-day period.  
 

(h) A Specific Use Permit (SUP) for a Bed and Breakfast shall 
be reviewed six (6) months after the adoption of the 
Specific Use Permit (SUP) and annually thereafter unless 
otherwise stipulated by the Specific Use Permit (SUP) 
ordinance.  

 

(3) Duplex.  
 

(a) Duplexes shall be limited to two (2) dwelling units (i.e. two 
[2] families) per lot or parcel of land. 
 

(b) See the standards for the Two-Family (2F) District 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards.  

 

(4) Attached Garage. 
 

(a) See Subsection 07.04, Accessory Structure Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards.  

 

(5) Detached Garage. 
 

(a) See Subsection 07.04, Accessory Structure Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards.  

 

(6) Guest Quarters/Secondary Living Unit/Accessory Dwelling 
Unit. 

 

(a) Guest Quarters/Secondary Living Units/Accessory 
Dwelling Unit may be allowed on a property in a 
residential zoning district provided that it is ancillary to an 
existing single-family home.  
 

(b) The area of the Guest Quarters/Secondary Living 
Unit/Accessory Dwelling Unit shall not exceed 30.00% of 
the area of the main structure.  
 

(c) The Guest Quarters/Secondary Living Unit/Accessory 
Dwelling Unit shall not incorporate kitchen facilities (e.g. a 
stove or oven, food preparation area, etc.); however, they 
may incorporate all other elements of a dwelling unit as 
outline in the definition of a Dwelling Unit contain in Article 
13, Definitions. 

 

(d) A Guest Quarters/Secondary Living Unit/Accessory 
Dwelling may not be sold or conveyed separately without 
meeting the density and dimensional requirements of the 
zoning district as outlined in the Unified Development 
Code (UDC) and Chapter 38, Subdivisions, of the 
Municipal Code of Ordinance.  
 

(e) Guest Quarters/Secondary Living Units/Accessory 
Dwelling Units not meeting the requirements stated above 
shall require a Specific Use Permit (SUP).  

 

(7) Home Occupation.  
 

(a) The Home Occupation use must clearly be incidental and 
secondary to the primary use of the property as a 
residence.  
 

(b) No person outside the family may be employed in the 
Home Occupation use.  
 

(c) There shall be no exterior display, signage, exterior 
storage of materials, and/or other exterior indication of the 
Home Occupation use or variation from the residential 
character of the principal building.  
 

(d) No traffic shall be generated by such Home Occupation 
than would normally be expected in the neighborhood.  
 

(e) No nuisance, offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, 
odors, heat, glare, or electrical disturbance shall be 
generated.  
 

(f) A Home Occupation may not be interpreted to include 
facilities for the repair of motor vehicles, repair of small 
motors, or a daycare center.  

 

(8) Full-Service Hotel.  
 

(a) The minimum room count for a Full-Service Hotel shall be 
250-rooms. 
 

(b) Each guestroom shall have a minimum square footage of 
380 SF. 
 

(c) A Full-Service Hotel shall have a full-service restaurant 
and kitchen that provides service to the general public.  
 

(d) A Full-Service Hotel shall have staff that is present 24-
hours a day, seven (7) days a week. 
 

(e) A Full-Service Hotel shall have the following minimum 
amenities: [1] a minimum 10,000 SF meeting or 
conference room, and [2] a swimming pool with a 
minimum area of 1,000 SF.  

 

(9) Multi-Family Structure or Development.  
 

(a) See Subsection 07.02, Multi-Family District Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 

 

(10) Portable Building. 
 

(a) See Subsection 07.04, Accessory Structure Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 

 

(11) Residential Infill in or Adjacent to an Established Subdivision. 
 

(a) For the purposes of this Article, an Established 
Subdivision shall be defined as a subdivision that consists 
of five (5) or more lots, that is 90% or more developed, 
and that has been in existence for more than ten (10) 
years. 
 

(b) All proposed residential infill housing that is located within 
an Established Subdivision or a lot or tract of land that is 
located with 500-feet of an Established Subdivision shall 
be required to apply for a Specific Use Permit (SUP). 
 

(c) As part of the Specific Use Permit (SUP) request the 
applicant shall be required to submit a residential plot plan 
or site plan, landscape plans, and building elevations of 
the proposed home.   
 

(d) In reviewing the proposed Specific Use Permit (SUP), the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council shall 
consider the proposed size, location, and architecture of 
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the home compared to the existing housing in the 
Established Subdivision.   
 

(e) All housing proposed under this section shall be 
constructed to be architecturally and visually similar or 
complimentary to the existing housing in the Established 
Subdivision. 

 

(12) Short-Term Rental (Owner-Occupied Single-Family Home, 
Townhome, or Duplex). 
 

(a) The Short-Term Rental shall not incorporate accessory 
land uses that are not permitted within the underlying 
zoning district (e.g. Banquet Facility/Event Hall which 
includes meeting halls and wedding venues) as stipulated 
by the Permissible Use Charts contained within this 
Article. 
 

(b) In order to establish and operate a Short-Term Rental 
(Owner Occupied Single-Family Home, Townhome, or 
Duplex) in the City of Rockwall, a permit and registration 
shall be required in accordance with the requirements of 
Article 2, Short-Term Rentals, of Chapter 13, Rental 
Housing, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances. 
 

(13) Short-Term Rental (Non-Owner-Occupied Single-Family 
Home, Townhome, or Duplex). 

 
(a) Short-Term Rentals that are Non-Owner-Occupied shall 

not be located within 1,000-feet of another Short-Term 
Rental that is Non-Owner Occupied; however, Short-
Term Rentals that were in existence prior to April 1, 2024 
that [1] meet the criteria established in Subsection 06.05, 
Non-Conforming Short-Term Rentals, of this Article, and 
[2] received a valid permit and registration -- in 
accordance with Article 2, Short-Term Rentals, of Chapter 
13, Rental Housing, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances 
-- prior to July 1, 2024 shall be exempted from the 
proximity requirements. 
 

(b) Short-Term Rentals that are Non-Owner-Occupied that 
do not meet proximity requirements may be considered 
on a case-by-case basis by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Council through a Specific Use 
Permit (SUP).  In considering a Specific Use Permit (SUP) 
for a Short-Term Rental that is Non-Owner-Occupied the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council shall 
consider the size, location, and impact of the proposed 
and existing Short-Term Rentals on the adjacent 
residential properties and their occupants. 

 

(c) The Short-Term Rental shall not incorporate accessory 
land uses that are not permitted within the underlying 
zoning district (e.g. Banquet Facility/Event Hall which 
includes meeting halls and wedding venues) as stipulated 
by the Permissible Use Charts contained within this 
Article. 

 

(d) In order to establish and operate a Short-Term Rental 
(Non-Owner-Occupied Single-Family Home, Townhome, 
or Duplex) in the City of Rockwall, a permit and 
registration shall be required in accordance with the 

requirements of Article 2, Short-Term Rentals, of Chapter 
13, Rental Housing, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances. 

 

(14) Short-Term Rental (Apartment or Condominium). 
 

(a) The number of Short-Term Rentals permitted within an 
Apartment Complex, Condominium Building, or any other 
multi-family structure -- as defined by this land use in 
Article 13, Definitions, of this Unified Development Code 
(UDC) -- shall be limited to a total of five (5) percent of the 
total units situated on a single parcel of land.  For 
example, if a Condominium Building consisted of 100-
units on a single parcel of land, a total of five (5) of the 
units could be established as Short-Term Rentals.  In 
cases where there is a remainder in the number of units, 
the number of units shall round up (e.g. 25-Units x 5.00% 
= 1.25-Units or 2-Units).  
 

(b) In order to establish and operate a Short-Term Rental 
(Apartment or Condominium) in the City of Rockwall, a 
permit and registration shall be required in accordance 
with the requirements of Article 2, Short-Term Rentals, of 
Chapter 13, Rental Housing, of the Municipal Code of 
Ordinances. 

 

(15) Single-Family Attached Structure. 
 

(a) See Section 03, Residential Districts, of Article 05, District 
Development Standards. 
 

(b) See Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 

 

(16) Single-Family Detached Structure. 
 

(a) See Section 03, Residential Districts, of Article 05, District 
Development Standards. 
 

(b) See Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 

 

(17) Single-Family Zero Lot Line Structure.  
 

(a) A five (5) foot maintenance easement is required on the 
non-zero-lot-line side of the structure. 
 

(b) See Section 03, Residential Districts, of Article 05, District 
Development Standards. 
 

(c) See Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 

 

(18) Private Sports Court with Standalone or Dedicated Lighting. 
 
(A) A Private Sports Court includes any Sports Court that is 

separated from the primary structure or an existing 
residential driveway that is intended to be used for sports 
such as -- but not limited to ï tennis, pickleball, basketball, 
volleyball, or similar activities for the property owner 
and/or their guests.  A Private Sports Court does not 
include basketball courts or similar sports facilities that are 
attached to the primary structure or that make use of the 
existing residential driveway. 
 

(B) A Private Sports Court shall be situated behind the 
primary structure, not situated within any easements, and 
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be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from all property 
lines. 
 

(C) All dedicated lighting associated with a Private Sports 
Court on a residential property shall be on a standalone 
light pole a maximum of 14-feet in height with lighting 
standards that are fully cutoff and shielded and directed 
downward towards the surface of the court.  In addition, 
light standards should be oriented in such a manner as to 
minimize light spillage and glare that could affect adjacent 
properties. 

 

(D) All dedicated lighting associated with a Private Sports 
Court on a non-residential property shall adhere to the 
requirements of Section 03, Outdoor Lighting for Non-
Residential Properties, of Article 07, Environmental 
Performance, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

(19) Townhouse.  
 

(a) See Section 03, Residential Districts, of Article 05, District 
Development Standards. 
 

(b) See the standards for the Two-Family (2F) District 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards.  

 

(20) Urban Residential.  
 

(a) Urban Residential includes residential development that 
at least partly face streets, public sidewalks, or common 
open space, and/or which are located above retail, office 
or service uses.  
 

(b) Ground floor urban residential should have direct access 
to a sidewalk via a stoop or landing, and a majority of 
parking should be located in a structure.  

 

(C) Institutional and Community Service Land Uses.  
 

(1) Assisted Living Facility.  
 

(a) These facilities shall include establishments that 
accommodate seven (7) or more residents. For facilities 
with six (6) or fewer residents see Group or Community 
Home in Subsection 02.03(C)(5).  

 

(2) Church/House of Worship.  
 

(a) Significant accessory uses such as schools, coffee 
houses, daycare centers, bingo parlors and halls may only 
be allowed in a zoning district that allows such uses.  

 

(3) Congregate Care Facility/Elderly Housing.  
 

(a) A Congregate Care Facility/Elderly Housing facility may 
have up to two (2) units for on-site managers, which 
contain full kitchen facilities. 
 

(b) Full-time medical or nursing care shall not be provided by 
the facility; however, medical and nursing care may be 
privately arranged for individual residents on a part-time 
or temporary basis (e.g. visiting nurse or home health 
care). 
 

(c) These facilities shall incorporate special safety, 
accessibility and convenience features that may include 
but are not limited to emergency call systems, grab bars 

and handrails, and/or special door hardware, cabinets, 
appliances, passageways and doorways designed to 
accommodate wheelchairs. 

 

(4) Daycare with Seven (7) or More Children.  
 

(a) An adequate pickup and drop-off area providing a 
minimum cuing space for four (4) standard sized vehicles 
shall be provided.  
 

(b) Playgrounds and splash pads shall be screened from all 
adjacent properties and public rights-of-way using mature 
evergreen shrubs. 

 

(5) Group or Community Home. 
 

(a) The facility must be an operated by:  
 

(1) The Texas Department of Aging and Disability 
Services;  
 

(2) A Community Center organized under Subchapter A, 
Community Centers, of Chapter 534, Community 
Services, of the Health and Safety Code, that 
provides services to persons with disabilities;  
 

(3) An entity subject to the Texas Non-Profit Corporation 
Act; or  
 

(4) An entity certified by the Texas Department of 
Human Services as a provider under the medical 
assistance program service persons in intermediate 
care facilities for persons with mental retardation; or  
 

(5) An entity operating an Assisted Living Facility 
licensed under Chapter 247, Assisted Living 
Facilities, of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and 
with six (6) or fewer residents. For an assisted living 
facility with more than six (6) residents see Assisted 
Living Facility in Subsection 02.03(C)(1).  

 

(b) When the facility is located within a residential zoning 
district:  

 

(1) The exterior structure must retain compatibility with 
the surrounding residential dwellings, and  
 

(2) Not more than six (6) persons with disabilities and 
two (2) supervisors may reside in the facility at the 
same time. The limitation on the number of persons 
with disabilities applies regardless of the legal 
relationship of those persons to one another.  

 

(c) A Group or Community Home may not be established 
within one-half (½) mile of an existing Group or 
Community Home unless a Specific Use Permit (SUP) is 
approved by the City Council.  

 

(d) The residents of a Group or Community Home may not 
keep for the use of the residents of the home, either on 
the premises or on a public right-of-way adjacent to the 
home, motor vehicles in numbers that exceed the number 
of bedrooms in the home.  

 

(6) Halfway House. 
 

(a) These facilities shall not be located within a 1,000-foot 
radius of another Halfway House (as measured from 
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parcel to parcel). A Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be 
required for any facility located closer than 1,000-feet.  

 

(b) Such facilities shall be licensed as a Community 
Residential Facility under Chapter 508, Parole and 
Mandatory Supervision, of the Texas Health and Safety 
Code.  

 

(7) Public or Private Primary School.  
 

(a) Adequate pick-up and drop-off areas shall be provided to 
ensure that street traffic/neighborhood traffic is not 
impeded.  This shall be determined by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning or his/her designee at the time of site 
plan. 

 

(8) Public or Private Secondary School.  
 

(a) The school shall be located on a Minor Collector or larger 
roadway.  

 

(b) Adequate pick-up and drop-off areas shall be provided to 
ensure that street traffic/neighborhood traffic is not 
impeded.  This shall be determined by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning or his/her designee at the time of site 
plan. 

 

(9) Temporary Education Buildings for a Public or Private School.  
 

(a) The City Manager or his/her designee may approve 
temporary educational buildings for a public school 
pending the submission of a letter from the independent 
school district indicating the duration the buildings will 
remain on-site.  The City Manager or his/her designee 
may also require the temporary buildings to adhere to the 
procedures and requirements of Subsection 
02.03(C)(9)(b) below. 
 

(b) All other applications of temporary educational buildings 
will require a Specific Use Permit (SUP) that shall be 
approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission and 
City Council, and that shall include the following 
operational conditions: 

 

(1) The buildings shall be screened from the view of 
adjacent properties, public right-of-way, and parks 
and open space by the primary structure or 
landscape screening that incorporates three (3) 
tiered screening (i.e. small to mid-sized shrubs, large 
shrubs or accent trees, and canopy trees). 
 

(2) The applicant shall provide a plan indicating the 
expected phasing-out of all temporary structures. 
 

(3) The Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be valid for a 
period not to exceed five (5) years. 

 

(D) Office and Professional Land Uses. 
 

(1) Financial Institution with Drive-Through. 
 

(a) Drive-throughs shall not be located on a property adjacent 
to a residentially zoned or used property. Drive-throughs 
shall be separated from residentially zoned or used 
properties by an intervening building or parcel of land.  

 

(b) Drive-throughs shall not have access to local residential 
streets.  

 

(c) Stacking lanes for drive-through service windows shall 
accommodate at least six (6) standard sized motor 
vehicles per lane, unless specifically approved by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.   

 

(E) Recreation, Entertainment and Amusement Land Uses.  
 

(1) Temporary Carnival, Circus, or Amusement Ride. 
 

(a) The duration of these temporary uses shall not exceed 14-
days.  

 

(b) Carnival, circus and amusement ride uses shall be no 
closer than 300-feet to a residentially zoned or used 
property unless otherwise approved by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council.  

 

(c) Such events must obtain a permit from the City of 
Rockwall.  

 

(2) Indoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation.  
 

(a) Exemptions to this use include: 
 

(1) Skill or coin-operated machines kept in private 
residences or apartments and used without charge 
by members of the family or bona fide guests. 
 

(2) Skill or coin-operated machines on the premises of 
religious, charitable, educational or fraternal 
organizations for the use of members or their guests, 
and not for private profit, although a charge is made 
for playing.  
 

(3) Billiard or pool tables on the premises of publicly 
owned facilities.  

 

(3) Outdoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation.  
 

(a) Outdoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation includes 
uses that provide outdoor entertainment (e.g. amusement 
parks, golf courses, outdoor music venues, batting cages, 
miniature golf etc.), but excludes drive-in movie theaters. 
 

(b) Outdoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation includes 
temporary structures (e.g. tents, canopies, etc.) for 
events; however, temporary in this case does not include 
structures intended to serve uses for longer than 14-days. 
 

(c) Outdoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation shall be a 
minimum of 300-feet from all residentially zoned or used 
property unless otherwise approved by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council. 

 

(4) Temporary Fundraising Events by Non-profit.  
 

(a) Such events must obtain a Special Event Permit from the 
City of Rockwall.  

 

(5) Indoor Gun Club with Skeet or Target Range. 
 

(a) All activities shall be done inside an enclosed building. 
 

(6) Private Club, Lodge or Fraternal Organization. 
 

(a) Private Club. 
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(1) Setbacks from Other Uses. The club must be located 
not less than 300-feet from a church, public school, 
or public hospital. For a church or public hospital, the 
300-feet shall be measured along the property lines 
of the street fronts and from front door to front door, 
and in a direct line across intersections. For public 
schools, the measurement of distance shall be in 
direct line from the property line of the public school 
to the property line of the private club and in a direct 
line across intersections.  
 

(2) Exterior Signs. There shall be no exterior signs 
advertising the sale of alcoholic beverages, provided 
this does not prohibit using established trademark 
names (e.g. Steak and Ale).  
 

(3) Alcoholic Sales Revenue. Revenues from the sale of 
alcoholic beverages shall not exceed 40.00% of the 
gross revenues derived from the sale of food and 
beverages. In the hotels and motels, the gross 
receipts shall include all restaurants and club 
operations in the facility as well as room rental 
charges. The City shall be provided with copies of 
the reports submitted by the establishment to the 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission within 30-days of 
the end of each quarter. Combined sales as reflected 
on the reports for the last two (2) reported quarters 
shall be used to determine if the sales of alcohol 
exceed the maximum allowed percentage.  
 

(4) Club Boundaries. The boundaries of a private club 
are hereby defined to be the building in which the 
private club is located, or in the case of a multi-tenant 
building such as a shopping center, only that portion 
of the building in which the private club is located 
which is separately leased or owned, or with 
contiguous internal access should such floor area be 
leased to more than one (1) party. 
 

(5) Certificate of Occupancy. A copy of the permit 
approved by the state shall be submitted to the city 
prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy (CO) 
to ensure that the permit complies with the provisions 
of the zoning.  
 

(6) Allowed uses. No uses meeting the terms and 
definitions of Sexually Oriented Business as defined 
in Article XI, Sexually Oriented Businesses, of 
Chapter 12, Businesses and Sales, of the Municipal 
Code of Ordinances, as it is currently adopted or as 
it may hereafter be amended, shall be located in a 
private club unless such uses are approved as a part 
of the Specific Use Permit (SUP) authorizing the 
Private Club. Any such approved use shall be in 
compliance with all requirements of this permit, all 
applicable requirements of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC), and any other applicable ordinances.  

 

(7) Sexually Oriented Businesses.  
 

(a) Sexually Oriented Businesses shall not be permitted 
within any Overlay District in the City of Rockwall. 

 

(F) Retail and Personal Service Land Uses. 
 

(1) Alcoholic Beverage Package Sales. 
 

(a) The package sales of liquor or distilled spirits -- as defined 
by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code -- shall only be 
permitted in conjunction with an Alcoholic Beverage 
Store, and shall not be permitted as an accessory use to 
any other land use contained within this Unified 
Development Code (UDC). 
 

(b) The package sales of beer and wine shall be permitted 
by-right as an accessory land use to a General Retail 
Store, Retail Store with Gasoline Sales, Brew Pub, 
Craft/Micro Brewery and/or Winery, Brewery, and Winery. 

 

(2) Alcoholic Beverage Store. 
 

(a) An Alcoholic Beverage Store shall include the sale of 
beer, wine, and liquor or distilled spirits as defined by the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code. 
 

(b) An Alcoholic Beverage Store shall be prohibited from 
locating within 1,000-feet of a lot, parcel, or tract of land 
with another Alcoholic Beverage Store situated on it as 
measured in a straight line between the nearest points of 
one (1) of the lots, parcels, or tracts of land to the other 
lot, parcel, or tract of land. 

 

(3) Portable Beverage Service Facility.  
 

(a) The service shall be limited to snow cone stands, 
beverage stands serving non-alcoholic beverages such 
as coffee, juices or sodas.  
 

(b) The maximum time limit of such temporary use shall not 
exceed 150-days annually or a time limit otherwise 
approved by the City Council. At the end of the time 
period, the structure shall be removed from the property.  
 

(c) Any temporary power poles will be removed on the date 
of or immediately following the termination date of the 
permit.  
 

(d) No additional freestanding signage shall be permitted.  
 

(e) The temporary portable structure or trailer shall meet all 
health and electrical codes off the City.  
 

(f) Any such temporary facility shall not reduce the number 
of required parking spaces of any nearby building or use.  
 

(g) Any such temporary facility shall have permanent 
restrooms for employees available within 300-feet of the 
door of the portable beverage facility. Written permission 
from the permanent building owner for restroom use must 
be submitted to the building official; no portable restroom 
facility is allowed.  
 

(h) Any such temporary facility shall be located on an all-
weather (i.e. asphalt or concrete) parking surface with 
adequate space for parking and circulation, unless 
alternatively approved by the City Council.  

 

(4) Temporary Christmas Tree Sales Lot and Similar Uses.   
 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTXISEORBU
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTXISEORBU
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTXISEORBU
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(a) Any such temporary facility of lot shall be limited to the 
seasonal sales of Christmas trees.  

 

(b) The maximum time limit of such use shall not exceed 45-
days annually. At the end of the 45-day period, the 
structure and other facilities related to the use shall be 
removed from the property.  

 

(c) Any temporary power poles will be removed on the date 
of or immediately following the termination date of the 
permit.  

 

(d) No additional freestanding signage shall be permitted.  
 

(e) Any such temporary facility shall not reduce the number 
of required parking spaces of any nearby building or use.  

 

(f) Any such temporary facility shall have permanent 
restrooms for employees available within 300-feet for 
which written permission from the permanent building 
owner for restroom use must be submitted to the Chief 
Building Official; no portable restroom facility is allowed.  

 
 

(5) Craft/Micro Brewery, Distillery and/or Winery.  
 

(a) The total building area of a Craft/Micro Brewery, Distillery, 
and/or Winery shall be less than 12,000 SF. 

 

(b) A maximum of 40.00% of the total floor areas can be 
dedicated to the direct sale of on-site manufactured 
product. 

 

(c) A craft or micro-brewery, distillery and/or winery may 
include the following accessory uses (in accordance with 
any applicable land use standards and requirements): [1] 
a tasting room to dispense beer, wine, and/or spirits for on 
premise consumption, [2] meeting/banquet facilities, [3] 
restaurants, and/or [4] retail package sales of on-site 
manufactured product for off-premise consumption shall 
be allowed as permitted by the Texas Alcohol Beverage 
Commissionôs (TABC) Alcoholic Beverage Code. 

 

(d) A facility that does not have a manufacturing component 
(i.e. only provides tasting or retail sales of alcoholic 
beverages) shall not be considered a craft or micro-
brewery, distillery and/or winery and shall be prohibited. 

 

(6) Incidental Display.  
 

(a) Outdoor sales and displays are permitted only in areas 
designated on the Site Plan filed with the City.  

 

(b) Outdoor sales and display may not exceed five (5) percent 
of the adjacent building floor area (building area is defined 
as the entirely enclosed portion of the primary building). 

 

(c) Outdoor sales and display may occupy up to 30.00% of a 
covered sidewalk that is located within 20-feet of the 
building. Such display shall not impede pedestrian use of 
the sidewalk and at least a five (5) foot passable distance 
shall be maintained.  

 

(d) Any outside sales and display not located on a covered 
sidewalk must be screened from view of adjacent 
roadways, public areas and adjacent properties. Such 
screening must:  

 

(1) Be a minimum of eight feet high or one (1) foot taller 
than the materials being displayed, whichever is 
greater.  
 

(2) Include a minimum of 20.00% solid screening 
matching the material of the primary building. The 
remainder may be solid evergreen planting, or 
wrought iron or decorative metal fence.  

 

(e) Any outside sales and display not located on a covered 
sidewalk must be located immediately adjacent to or 
connected to the primary structure.  

 

(f) No outdoor sales and display may be located in any 
portion of a parking lot.  

 

(g) Christmas tree sales are exempted from these standards, 
and such trees may be stored outdoors for sale beginning 
one (1) week before Thanksgiving and ending December 
31st (see Temporary Christmas Tree Sales and Similar 
Uses).  

(h) The accessory seasonal display of plants and related 
landscape materials such as fertilizer, peat moss, and 
ornamental landscape items by a permitted retail use may 
be displayed upon approval by the building inspector only 
under the following conditions:  

 

(1) The plants and related materials shall be located on 
an all-weather surface.  

 

(2) All of the plants and related materials shall be 
located behind the building line.  

 

(3) The storage area for display of plants and related 
materials shall not occupy any required parking 
spaces. Excess, parking spaces may be used if all 
other requirements are met.  

 

(4) The storage area for display of plants shall not 
occupy more than five (5) percent of the total lot area.  

 

(i) The restrictions above shall be construed to prohibit the 
storage and display of rental trailers and trucks except in 
districts where such uses are indicated as permitted uses.  

 

(7) Food Truck/Trailer.  
 

(a) The Food Truck/Trailer shall be located on an improved 
surface (i.e. concrete or asphalt) on private property 
where an existing business is currently operating with a 
valid Certificate of Occupancy (CO). Operation within the 
public right-of-way is prohibited.  

 

(b) Food Trucks/Trailers shall only operate between the 
hours of 7:00 AM and 10:00 PM, and the Food 
Truck/Trailer shall be required to be removed from the 
property during non-operation hours (i.e. overnight 
storage on the site is prohibited).  

 

(c) The Food Truck/Trailer shall be equipped with trash 
receptacles approved by the city health inspector and that 
comply with all other applicable city codes. The outside 
storage of trash shall be prohibited.  

 

(d) The Food Truck/Trailer shall have permanent restrooms 
(i.e. public or private) for employees available within 300-



 

CITY OF ROCKWALL | UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE  
 

 

ARTICLE 04 | PERMISSIBLE USES  PAGE 4-9 

feet of the facility. Portable restrooms facilities are not 
permitted to meet this requirement.  

 

(e) The Food Truck/Trailer shall have access to a minimum 
of two (2) dedicated parking spaces and shall not reduce 
the required parking for the existing building/land use.  

 

(f) All noise and lighting shall be subject to the requirements 
of the Municipal Code of Ordinances and the Unified 
Development Code. In addition, no lights associated with 
the operation of a Food Truck/Trailer may be directed 
towards an adjacent property or onto a public right-of-way.  

 

(g) All signage must be attached to the Food Truck/Trailer 
with the exception of one freestanding menu board no 
greater than eight (8) square feet placed adjacent to the 
Food Truck/Trailer.  

 

(h) Food Truck/Trailer shall be prohibited from locating within 
the Downtown Square (i.e. the properties bounded by N. 
Alamo Street, E. Interurban Street, S. Fannin Street, and 
E. Washington Street); however, the City Council may 
consider allowing a food truck/trailer to locate within the 
Downtown Square on a case-by-case basis through the 
approval of a Specific Use Permit (SUP).  

 

(8) General Personal Service.   
 

(a) Outside storage shall be prohibited with this land use. 
 

(9) Permanent Cosmetics.   
 

(a) It includes electrolysis, but does not include ornamental 
tattoos. 
 

(b) Accessory use to a General Personal Service. 
 

(10) Rental Store without Outside Storage and/or Display.  
 

(a) Outside storage and/or display is prohibited for this land 
use. 

 

(11) Restaurant with Less Than 2,000 SF with Drive-Through or 
Drive-In. 

 

(a) Drive-through lanes shall not have access to a local 
residential street. 

 

(b) Additional landscape screening shall be installed adjacent 
to drive-through lanes to impair the visibility and impact of 
head-lights from motor vehicles in the drive-through lane 
on adjacent properties, rights-of-way, parks and open 
space. 

 

(c) Unless otherwise approved by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, stacking lanes for a drive-through service 
window shall accommodate a minimum of six (6) standard 
sized motor vehicles per lane from the point of order. 

 

(12) Restaurant with 2,000 SF or More with Drive-Through or Drive-
In. 

 

(a) Drive-through lanes shall not have access to a local 
residential street. 

 

(b) Additional landscape screening shall be installed adjacent 
to drive-through lanes to impair the visibility and impact of 
head-lights from motor vehicles in the drive-through lane 

on adjacent properties, rights-of-way, parks and open 
space. 

 

(c) Unless otherwise approved by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, stacking lanes for a drive-through service 
window shall accommodate a minimum of six (6) standard 
sized motor vehicles per lane from the point of order. 

 

(13) Retail Store with Gasoline Sales. 
 

(a) All fuel vents associated with the fuel storage tanks at any 
Retail Store with Gasoline Sales shall be located within 
the gas canopy, and shall be fully screened and not visible 
from adjacent properties and/or rights-of-way. 

 

(G) Commercial and Business Services Land Uses. 
 

(1) Building and Landscape Material with Outside Storage. 
 

(a) Outside storage shall be permitted in accordance with the 
requirements for outside storage contained in Article 04, 
Permissible Uses, and Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards. 

 

(b) All outside storage must be screened from adjacent 
properties, public right-of-way, and parks and open 
space.  

 

(2) Building and Landscape Material with Limited Outside Storage. 
 

(a) Outdoor sales and displays are permitted only in areas 
designated on the site plan filed with the City.  

 

(b) Outdoor sales and display may not exceed five (5) percent 
of the adjacent building floor area (building area is defined 
as the entirely enclosed air-conditioned portion of the 
primary building).  

 

(c) Outdoor sales and display may occupy up to 30.00% of a 
covered sidewalk that is located within 20-feet of the 
building. Such display shall not impede pedestrian use of 
the sidewalk and at least a six (6) foot passable distance 
shall be maintained.  

 

(d) Any outside sales and display not located on a covered 
sidewalk must be screened from view of adjacent 
roadways, public areas and adjacent properties. Such 
screening must:  

 

(1) Be a minimum of eight (8) feet high or one (1) foot 
taller than the materials being displayed, whichever 
is greater.  
 

(2) Include minimum of 20.00% solid screening 
matching the material of the primary building. The 
remainder may be solid evergreen planting, or 
wrought iron or decorative metal fence.  

 

(e) Any outside sales and display not located on a covered 
sidewalk must be located immediately adjacent to or 
connected to the primary structure.  

 

(f) No outdoor sales and display may be located in any 
portion of a parking lot.  

 

(3) Building Maintenance, Service, and Sales with Outside 
Storage. 
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(a) Outside storage shall be permitted in accordance with the 
requirements for outside storage contained in Article 04, 
Permissible Uses, and Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards. 

 

(b) All outside storage must be screened from adjacent 
properties, public right-of-way, and parks and open 
space.  

 

(4) Furniture Upholstery/Refinishing and Resale.  
 

(a) In the Commercial (C) District, the furniture upholstery 
refinishing or resale land use is only permitted as an 
ancillary use to a general retail store (i.e. a business 
whose primary purpose is to sell finished goods) by 
Specific Use Permit (SUP).  

 

(5) Rental, Sales, and Service of Heavy Machinery. 
 

(a) In the Commercial (C) District, the Rental, Sales, and 
Service of Heavy Machinery land use is only permitted as 
an ancillary use to a General Retail Store (i.e. a business 
whose primary purpose is to sell finished goods) by 
Specific Use Permit (SUP).  
 

(b) All outside storage of equipment and machinery shall be 
visibly screened from all adjacent properties utilizing one 
of the screening alternatives outlined in Subsection 
05.02(A), Loading Docks and Outside Storage Areas, of 
Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC).  

 

(c) The storage area for equipment and machinery shall not 
occupy any required parking spaces.  Excess parking 
spaces may be used if all other requirements are met.  

 

(d) The storage and/or display of equipment and machinery 
shall be in a stowed position so as to not extend any part 
of the equipment or machinery in an upward or outward 
manner.  

 

(e) The conditions above shall not be construed to permit the 
outside storage of equipment and machinery for outside 
display, and does not permit additional outside storage of 
other materials that are not associated with the Rental, 
Sales, and Service of Heavy Machinery land use. 

 

(f) Maintenance or service of any equipment and machinery 
shall not be performed on-site. 

 

(6) Temporary On-site Construction Office.  
 

(a) Only one (1) construction or field office shall be allowed 
per construction site, unless specifically approved by the 
Chief Building Official.  
 

(b) Temporary construction offices shall be limited to the 
period of construction with a two (2) year initial period and 
one (1) year extensions being authorized by the Chief 
Building Official.  

 

(H) Auto and Marine-Related Land Uses.  
 

(1) Major Auto Repair Garage.  
 

(a) Garage doors shall not face a public right-of-way, park or 
open space, or residentially zoned or used property.  

 

(b) Vehicles, equipment, parts or inventory shall not be stored 
outside overnight unless granted by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council through a Specific 
Use Permit (SUP).  If permitted all stored items shall be 
screened from public right-of-way, sidewalks and open 
space, and any residentially zoned or used property in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 04, 
Permissible Uses, and Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards. 

 

(2) Minor Auto Repair Garage.  
 

(a) The replacement of any part or repair of any part that does 
not require removal of the engine head or pan, engine 
transmission or differential; incidental body and fender 
work, minor painting and upholstering service. It also 
includes quick lube type businesses. This applies to only 
to passenger automobiles and trucks not in excess of 
7,000 pounds gross weight.  
 

(b) In a General Retail (GR) District, a Minor Auto Repair 
Garage is permitted as an accessory to a retail use, when 
the gross floor area of the auto repair and related storage 
does not exceed 30.00% of the retail sales floor area. If it 
is a stand-alone use, it shall require a Specific Use Permit 
(SUP).  
 

(c) In a Commercial (C) District, a Minor Auto Repair Garage 
is permitted as an accessory to a retail use, provided all 
work is conducted wholly within a completely enclosed 
building. If it is a stand-alone use, it shall require a Specific 
Use Permit (SUP). 
 

(d) Garage doors or bays shall not face the street or a 
residential lot.  
 

(e) Vehicles, equipment, parts or inventory shall not be stored 
outside overnight unless granted by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council through a Specific 
Use Permit (SUP).  If permitted all stored items shall be 
screened from public right-of-way, sidewalks and open 
space, and any residentially zoned or used property in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 04, 
Permissible Uses, and Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards. 
 

(f) A site plan must be approved prior to issuance of any 
building permit.  
 

(g) In the Downtown (DT) District a Minor Auto Repair Garage 
shall not be located within 500-feet of the Historic 
Courthouse property.  

 

(3) Boat and Trailer Dealerships (New and Used).  
 

(a) The area to be used for outside storage and display shall 
not exceed 50.00% of the total lot area within 100-feet of 
any adjacent street.  
 

(b) All such outside storage and display areas must be 
permanently paved to City standards.  
 

(c) All such outside storage and display areas must be 
screened along all road frontages with a solid evergreen 
landscape screen a minimum of three (3) feet in height.  
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(d) All such outside storage and display areas may be lighted 
with directed exterior lighting that does not glare onto any 
adjacent roadways.  
 

(e) A site plan and landscape plan shall be approved prior to 
issuance of any building permit.  
 

(f) Such uses shall only be permitted along IH-30 and other 
arterials, as identified on the City's Master Thoroughfare 
Plan, but shall be excluded within the Scenic Overlay 
(SOV) District and along FM-740 and SH-66.  

 

(4) Car Wash (Full-Service or Self-Service). 
 

(a) Entrances and exits to the car wash shall not directly face 
any public right-of-way. On corner sites, car wash 
entrances or exits shall not open toward the street with 
the highest traffic volume, or as determined by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning.  
 

(b) The carwash shall be set back a minimum of 50-feet from 
any street frontage.  

 

(5) New and/or Used Indoor Motor Vehicle Dealership/Showroom.  
 

(a) The sales/storage facility must be a completely enclosed 
building.  

 

(b) Outside display or storage of vehicles shall be prohibited. 
This includes storing vehicles under canopies/awnings or 
similar covered structures.  

 

(c) All activities shall remain inside the building (i.e. no 
detailing, sales activities, etcetera shall be performed 
outside the building).  

 

(d) Accessory uses may be allowed in compliance with Land 
Use Schedule.  

 

(6) New Motor Vehicle Dealership for Cars and Light Trucks. 
 

(a) All outside display of vehicles must be on an approved 
concrete, or enhanced concrete surface.  

 

(b) All vehicle display areas must meet the landscape 
standards for parking areas.  

 

(7) Used Motor Vehicle Dealership for Cars and Light Trucks. 
 

(a) Used vehicles may only be sold as an ancillary use to new 
vehicle sales.  

 

(8) Service Station. 
 

(a) Service station does not include any premises where retail 
sales space exceeds 25.00% of the total building area or 
500 SF of gross floor area, whichever is less.  

 

(9) Towing and Impound Yard.  
 

(a) A towing and impound yard must comply with all 
requirements, including definitions and permitting 
procedures for wrecking and towing services, that are 
specified in Article VI, Wrecker and Towing Services, of 
Chapter 12, Businesses and Sales, of the Municipal Code 
of Ordinances, unless otherwise approved by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council as 
part of the Specific Use Permit (SUP) approved for the 
use.  

 

(10) Towing Service without, Storage.  
 

(a) A towing storage with no outside storage must comply 
with all requirements, including definitions and permitting 
procedures for wrecking and towing services, that are 
specified in Article VI, Wrecker and Towing Services, of 
Chapter 12, Businesses and Sales, of the Municipal Code 
of Ordinances. 

 

(11) Truck Stop with Gasoline Sales and Accessory Services.  
 

(a) Entrances and exits to the service bays shall not directly 
face any public street. On corner sites, service bay 
entrances or exits shall not open toward the street with 
the highest traffic volume, or as determined by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning.  
 

(b) The location of access drives from adjacent streets shall 
be determined by the Director of Planning and Zoning. 

 

(I) Industrial and Manufacturing Land Uses.  
 

(1) Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plant.  
 

(a) Any Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plant shall meet 
environmental standards established by Unified 
Development Code (UDC) and state and federal 
agencies.  

 

(2) Temporary Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plant.  
 

(a) A permit from the Chief Building Official stating any 
special conditions relating to its siting and reduction of 
potential impacts on adjacent uses, shall be required for 
this use.  

 

(b) Temporary Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plants are limited 
to the period of construction if was constructed to serve.  

 

(c) Any Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plant shall meet 
environmental standards established by Unified 
Development Code (UDC) and state and federal 
agencies.  

 

(3) Brewery or Distillery.  
 

(a) A brewery or distillery may include a tasting room to 
dispense beer for on premise consumption as an 
accessory use (in accordance with any applicable land 
use standards and requirements).  

 

(4) Environmentally Hazardous Materials.  
 

(a) Any land use which involves environmentally hazardous 
materials shall meet environmental standards established 
by Unified Development Code (UDC) and state and 
federal agencies. 

 

(b) A permit from the Chief Building Official stating any 
special conditions relating to its siting and reduction of 
potential impacts on adjacent uses, shall be required for 
this use.  

 

(5) Mining and Extraction (Sand, Gravel, Oil and Other).  
 

(a) Any mining and extraction activity shall meet 
environmental standards established by Unified 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTVIWRTOSE
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTVIWRTOSE
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTVIWRTOSE
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTVIWRTOSE
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTVIWRTOSE
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTVIWRTOSE
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Development Code (UDC) and state and federal 
agencies. 

 

(b) A permit from the Chief Building Official stating any 
special conditions relating to its siting and reduction of 
potential impacts on adjacent uses, shall be required for 
this use.  

 

(6) Winery.  
 

(a) A winery may include the following accessory uses (in 
accordance with any applicable land use standards and 
requirements): [1] a tasting room to dispense wine for on 
premise consumption, [2] meeting/banquet facilities, [3] 
restaurants, and/or [4] retail sales of wine for off-premise 
consumption.  

 

(J) Wholesale, Distribution and Storage Land Uses. 
 

(1) Mini-Warehouse.  
 

(a) The number of storage units per acre shall not exceed 
125, the minimum number of storage units shall be ten 
(10), and the maximum site area shall be five (5) acres.  
 

(b) Only single-story units are allowed; however, no 
multistory buildings will be permitted unless an exception 
is approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission. If 
necessary, the office/caretaker residence-unit may 
exceed one (1) story, but shall not be greater than 36-feet 
in height.  
 

(c) A minimum of two (2) parking spaces shall be required for 
the on-site manager (i.e. caretaker, resident or 
otherwise). 
 

(d) No direct access from FM-740, SH-205, SH-66, SH-276, 
FM-3097, FM-552, FM-549 and John King Boulevard. 
The Planning and Zoning Commission may consider 
granting direct access from the above-mentioned 
roadways after review and determination of the availability 
of access to the specific property.  
 

(e) Perimeter walls shall be provided which face the front, 
rear and side property lines. Overhead doors shall not 
face adjacent streets. Perimeter walls facing the front yard 
shall incorporate architectural features to break up the 
long repetitive nature of self-storage buildings (e.g. offsets 
in buildings, variation of materials, and/or variation of 
heights, etc.). No gutters and downspouts shall be 
incorporated in the perimeter walls facing the front 
property line.  
 

(f) The front, side and rear building set back areas shall be 
landscaped. Landscaping should be clustered, creating 
interesting relief from the long repetitive nature of self-
storage buildings.  

 

(g) The facilities shall incorporate the use of perimeter gates 
that limit access to the storage areas to customers only. 
Special access for fire and police personnel shall be 
provided as required.  

 

(h) All screening fences shall be wrought iron with 
landscaping/living screen or masonry walls in accordance 
with the screening requirements contained in Subsection 

05.02, Landscape Screening, of Article 08, Landscape 
and Fence Standards. See-through fencing should be 
wrought iron, or similar. Chain-link fencing of any kind 
shall be prohibited.  

 

(i) Buildings and see-through fencing should be oriented in a 
manner to restrict the visibility of interior overhead doors 
and drives from public right-of-way. The color(s) of the 
garage doors, as well as other doors within the facility, 
shall compliment the exterior colors of the main 
building(s).  
 

(j) The commercial operation of rental trucks and trailers 
shall be prohibited.  
 

(k) Businesses shall not be allowed to operate in the 
individual storage units.  

 

(l) No outside storage of any kind shall be allowed (including 
the outside storage of boats, recreational vehicles, and 
motor or self-propelled vehicles).  

 

(m) Concrete shall be used for all paving.  
 

(n) Roofs shall have a minimum pitch of 1:3 and be 
constructed with a metal standing seam. Mechanical 
equipment shall be screened with the roof structure or 
parapet walls.  

 

(o) Lighting standards shall be limited to a maximum of 20-
feet in height.  

 

(p) The residential unit as an accessory to the permitted use 
shall not exceed 1,600 SF.  

 

(2) Outside Storage and/or Outside Display.  
 

(a) Outside Storage and/or Outside Display shall adhere to 
the requirements of Subsection 01.05, Screening 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development Standards. 

 

(b) No outside storage shall be allowed in any zoning district 
adjacent to IH-30; however, on property that is zoned 
Light Industrial (LI) District and adjacent to IH-30, a 
Specific Use Permit (SUP) may be considered on a case-
by-case basis to allow for Outside Storage and/or Outside 
Display in conjunction with a use that is permitted under 
Land Use Schedule. A Specific Use Permit (SUP) 
approved for this use may be subject to time limitations, 
site/landscaping or building enhancements, or other 
restrictions deemed appropriate by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council.  

 

(c) Incidental Display, as defined in Subsection 02.02(F)(4), 
shall not be considered Outside Storage and/or Outside 
Display, and shall be subject to the requirements of 
Subsection 02.02(F)(4).  

 

(K) Utilities, Communications and Transportation Land Uses 
 

(1) Antenna for a Residential Property. 
 

(a) The antenna installation shall comply with the height and 
setback requirements of the applicable zoning district. 
 

(b) For an Antenna for an Amateur Radio see Subsection 
02.03(K)(2). 
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(2) Antenna for an Amateur Radio. 
 

(a) Amateur antenna support structures, antenna, or support 
wires must be located behind the front facade of the main 
building, and no amateur antenna support structure, 
antenna, or support wires may be located in the required 
rear or side yard setback.  
 

(b) No amateur antenna support structure or antenna may be 
greater than the maximum height of the underlying zoning 
district; however, the height of such antenna support 
structure or antenna may be increased up to 70-feet 
provided the setback from side and rear setback lines is 
increased by one (1) foot for every foot the height exceeds 
the limit specified in the underlying zoning district. In 
addition, the City Council may consider approval of a 
Specific Use Permit (SUP) for any amateur antenna 
support structure or antenna that is proposed to exceed 
these height limits.  
 

(c) Only one (1) amateur radio support structure may be 
erected on a residential lot. Additional antenna support 
structures may be allowed with the approval of a Specific 
Use Permit (SUP).  

 

(3) Antenna Dish. 
 

(a) Dish antennas shall not be located within front or side 
yards, and shall be fully screened from view from rights-
of-way and public or private open areas. In all cases, they 
must be screened to minimize the visual impact from 
adjacent properties.  
 

(b) In residential districts, they shall be located only in rear 
yards; however, dish antennas 20-inches or smaller may 
be roof mounted provided that they are located behind a 
transverse roof ridge line and screened from adjacent 
properties.  
 

(c) In commercial districts, if located on ground level, dish 
antennas shall be screened to the full height of the 
structure with landscaping. They may also be allowed on 
roof tops provided that they are located and screened so 
as to minimize visual impact from other properties in the 
area.  
 

(d) In industrial districts, dish antennas may be ground or roof 
mounted, but must be screened to minimize the visual 
impact from adjacent properties.  
 

(e) If the standards above are not reasonably achievable, a 
Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be obtained prior to 
installation of a dish antenna.  

 

(4) Freestanding Commercial Antenna (i.e. Monopole or Similar 
Structure). 

 

(a) Freestanding Commercial Antenna (i.e. Monopole or 
Similar Structure) on private property: 
 

(1) One (1) Freestanding Commercial Antenna shall be 
permitted on a non-residential lot as allowed by the 
applicable zoning district. 
 

(2) The height of the Freestanding Commercial Antenna 
shall adhere to the height and building setbacks of 

the applicable zoning district; however, the City 
Council may grant a Specific Use Permit (SUP) for a 
Freestanding Commercial Antenna that exceeds the 
height of the zoning district. 

 

(3) All equipment, buildings, and/or structures shall be a 
material allowed by the applicable zoning district or 
overlay district (whichever is more restrictive), and 
be similar in color and character to the primary 
building on the site (if a primary building exists). 

 

(4) No more than three (3) separate equipment buildings 
shall be located on a single lot. 

 

(5) All equipment and buildings shall be enclosed by a 
wrought iron or decorative metal fence with 
screening shrubs a minimum of six (6) feet in height 
or a masonry screening wall that is a minimum of 
eight (8) feet in height and that is compatible in colors 
and materials as the primary building (if a primary 
building exists).  All fences shall be as defined by 
Article 08, Landscape and Fencing Standards, of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC), 

 

(6) A minimum of one (1) paved parking space providing 
access to the Freestanding Commercial Antenna 
shall be required.  The parking space shall be 
reserved exclusively for use in conjunction with the 
Freestanding Commercial Antenna, and -- where 
applicable -- may be one (1) of the parking spaces 
provided for the primary structure on the subject 
property if additional parking (above and beyond the 
required parking) exists. 

 

(7) All development associated with a Freestanding 
Commercial Antenna shall adhere to the Engineering 
Departmentôs Standards of Design and Construction 
Manual. 

 

(b) Freestanding Commercial Antenna (i.e. Monopole or 
Similar Structure) on public property or public parkland: 
 

(1) Freestanding Commercial Antennas shall be 
permitted by-right on all public property or public 
parkland regardless of zoning designation. 
 

(2) The height of the Freestanding Commercial Antenna 
shall adhere to the height and building setbacks of 
the applicable zoning district unless otherwise 
approved through agreement or Specific Use Permit 
(SUP) by the City Council. 

 

(3) All buildings and/or structures shall be of a material 
allowed by the applicable zoning district or overlay 
district (whichever is more restrictive), and be of a 
similar color and character to the primary building on 
the site (if a primary building exists) unless otherwise 
approved by the City Council through agreement or 
Specific Use Permit (SUP). 

 

(4) No more than three (3) separate equipment buildings 
shall be located on a single lot unless otherwise 
approved by the City Council through agreement or 
Specific Use Permit (SUP). 
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(5) All equipment and buildings shall be enclosed by a 
wrought iron or decorative metal fence with 
screening shrubs a minimum of six (6) feet in height 
or a masonry screening wall that is a minimum of 
eight (8) feet in height and that is compatible in colors 
and materials as the primary building (if a primary 
building exists) unless otherwise approved by the 
City Council through agreement or Specific Use 
Permit (SUP).  All fences shall be as defined by 
Article 08, Landscape and Fencing Standards, of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC), 

 

(6) A minimum of one (1) paved parking space providing 
access to the Freestanding Commercial Antenna 
shall be required.  The parking space shall be 
reserved exclusively for use in conjunction with the 
Freestanding Commercial Antenna, and -- where 
applicable -- may be one (1) of the parking spaces 
provided for the primary structure on the subject 
property if additional parking (above and beyond the 
required parking) exists. 

 

(7) All development associated with a Freestanding 
Commercial Antenna shall adhere to the Engineering 
Departmentôs Standards of Design and Construction 
Manual. 

 

(5) Mounted or Attached Commercial Antenna. 
 

(a) The height of the Mounted or Attached Commercial 
Antenna shall adhere to the height and building setbacks 
of the applicable zoning district; however, a Mounted or 
Attached Commercial Antenna shall be permitted to 
extend a maximum of ten (10) feet above the maximum 
height of the support structure, and shall maintain a 15-
foot clearance from the ground to the lowest element of 
the antenna if attached to a utility installation or light pole. 
 

(b) If the Mounted or Attached Commercial Antenna has 
ground mounted equipment or buildings associated with 
the installation, these structures shall be of a material 
allowed by the applicable zoning district or overlay district 
(whichever is more restrictive), and be of a similar color 
and character to the building in which the Commercial 
Antenna is attached or mounted. In addition, all 
equipment and buildings shall be enclosed by a wrought 
iron or decorative metal fence with screening shrubs a 
minimum of six (6) feet in height or a masonry screening 
wall that is a minimum of eight (8) feet in height and that 
is compatible in colors and materials as the building in 
which the Commercial Antenna is attached or mounted.  
All fences shall be as defined by Article 08, Landscape 
and Fencing Standards, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC), 
 

(c) If the Commercial Antenna is mounted or attached to a 
building and there is equipment associated with the 
installation, all ancillary equipment shall be screened so 
that it is not visible from adjacent properties, public or 
private open space/parkland, or rights-of-way.  The 
proposed screening shall be approved by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning or his/her designee. 

 

(d) If the Commercial Antenna is positioned in a way that it 
will be visible and standard screening methods are not 
possible, the antenna should utilize effective stealth 
techniques to camouflage or conceal it from view.  Such 
stealth techniques must be approved by the City Council 
through agreement or Specific Use Permit (SUP). 

 

(6) Commercial Drone Delivery Hub. 
 

(a) General Requirements.  All Commercial Drone Delivery 
Hubs -- regardless of if the land use is a primary or 
accessory land use -- shall be at a minimum 150-feet from 
any residentially zoned or used property, and public parks 
or open space.  This proximity requirement shall be 
measured from the property line of the proposed 
Commercial Drone Delivery Hub to the property line of the 
nearest residentially zoned or used property, or the 
property line of the public park or open space. 
 

(b) Definitions. For the purposes of this section a Drone 
Staging Area shall be a designated area in which a drone 
or unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) initiates take-offs and 
landings.  The Drone Staging Area shall include the 
launch pad and any appurtenances and outside storage 
necessary for operations in this area.   
 

(c) Accessory Land Use. A Commercial Drone Delivery Hub 
shall only be permitted as an Accessory Land Use to a 
land use permitted within the Commercial (C), Heavy 
Commercial (HC), and Light Industrial (LI) Districts, and 
shall be subject to the following requirements: 
 

(1) Site Plan. The Drone Staging Area for a Commercial 
Drone Delivery Hub shall be designated on the 
approved Site Plan for the subject property. 
 

(2) Drone Staging Area. The Drone Staging Area for a 
Commercial Drone Delivery Hub as an Accessory 
Land Use to a permitted land use in the Commercial 
(C) District shall be limited to ten (10) percent of the 
total site area or 1,000 SF (whichever is greater).  A 
Drone Staging Area that is fully located within an 
enclosed building or that is situated on the roof of the 
building containing the primary land use shall be 
exempt from this limitation; however, any mechanical 
equipment associated with the proposed land use 
shall adhere to the screening requirements for utility 
equipment as stipulated by Subsection 01.05, 
Screening Standards, of Article 05, District 
Development Standards. 

 

(3) Location Requirements for Drone Staging Areas.  
Drone Staging Areas shall not be located or situated 
within any building setbacks or required landscape 
buffers, fire lanes, easements, loading/unloading 
areas, or required parking spaces.  In addition, the 
Drone Staging Area shall not obstruct visibility for 
pedestrians or vehicular traffic circulation on the 
subject property. 

 

(4) Screening of Drone Staging Areas. All Drone Staging 
Areas shall be screened in accordance with the 
requirements for Outside Storage as stipulated by 
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Subsection 01.05, Screening Standards, of Article 
05, District Development Standards. 

 

(5) Buildings for Commercial Drone Delivery Hub. 
Where a detached building is proposed as an 
accessory building for a Commercial Drone Delivery 
Hub as an accessory land use, the maximum square 
footage of the building shall be limited to ten (10) 
percent of the total floor area of the primary building 
on the subject property. 

 

(6) Reduction of Existing Parking.  Where it is deemed 
appropriate by the City Council, upon a 
recommendation by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, a ten (10) percent reduction in the 
required number of parking spaces may be granted 
to accommodate a Drone Staging Area; however, no 
additional parking shall be required for the 
establishment of a Commercial drone Delivery Hub 
as an accessory land use.  Should the Drone Staging 
Area be removed from the property the parking 
reduction will be revoked and the parking areas shall 
be reestablished as they were prior to the 
establishment of the Drone Staging Area. 

 

(d) Primary Land Use. A Commercial Drone Delivery Hub 
shall only be permitted as a primary land use in the Heavy 
Commercial (HC) and Light Industrial (LI) Districts, and 
shall be subject to the following requirements: 

 

(1) Site Plan. The Drone Staging Area for a Commercial 
Drone Delivery Hub shall be designated on the 
approved Site Plan for the subject property. 
 

(2) Drone Staging Areas. A Drone Staging Area that is 
situated on the roof of the building shall be subject to 
the screening requirements for utility equipment as 
stipulated by Subsection 01.05, Screening 
Standards, of Article 05, District Development 
Standards.  In addition, the proposed facility shall 
adhere to the height restrictions of the zoning district, 
but a single mast for a windsock may extend above 
the parapet of the building in accordance with the 
requirements of Subsection 04.01(B) or Subsection 
05.01(B) of Article 05, District Development 
Standards (whichever may be applicable). 

 

(3) Location Requirements for Drone Staging Areas.  
Drone Staging Areas shall not be located or situated 
within any building setbacks or required landscape 
buffers, fire lanes, easements, loading/unloading 
areas, or required parking spaces.  In addition, the 
Drone Staging Area shall not obstruct visibility for 
pedestrians or vehicular traffic circulation on the 
subject property. 

 

(4) Screening of Drone Staging Areas. All Drone Staging 
Areas shall be screened in accordance with the 
requirements for Outside Storage as stipulated by 
Subsection 01.05, Screening Standards, of Article 
05, District Development Standards. 

 

(7) Solar Energy Collector Panels and System. 
 

(a) Residential.  Solar Energy Collector Panels and Systems 
installed on a residential structure shall be required to 
meet the requirement of the International Building Code 
(IBC), and be required to apply for and receive a building 
permit from the Building Inspections Department.  
 

(b) Small Commercial. Solar Energy Collector Panels and 
Systems installed on a Small Commercial structure shall 
be required to meet the requirement of the International 
Building Code (IBC), and be required to apply for and 
receive a building permit from the Building Inspections 
Department.  Small Commercial shall mean a Small 
Commercial Customer as defined by Section 202, Price 
to Beat, of Chapter 39, Restructuring of Electrical Utility 
Industry, of the Texas Utilities Code.  It shall be the burden 
of a property owner to show that a particular property 
meets the definition of a Small Commercial Customer. 

 

(c) Commercial.  Solar Energy Collector Panels and Systems 
installed on a Commercial structure shall be required to 
meet the following: 

 

(1) Solar Energy Collector Panels on a Pitched Roof. 
Solar Energy Collector Panels installed on a pitched 
roof shall be of a flat configuration and shall be 
subject to the following requirements:  
 

(A) Solar Energy Collector Panels shall not extend 
beyond the roofline or eave lines of a roof. 
 

(B) Solar Energy Collector Panels shall not exceed 
more than 45.00% of the total roof area. 

 

(C) Configuration of Solar Energy Collector Panels 
on a pitched roof shall be a regular 
quadrangular shape, flat to the roof or 
integrated with the roof, and aligned with the 
natural roof edges. 

 

(D) The surface of the Solar Energy Collector Panel 
shall not be more than six (6) inches above the 
surface of the pitched roof. 

 

(2) Solar Shingle on a Pitched Roof.  Solar Shingles may 
be installed on a pitched roof; however, Solar 
Shingles are subject to the following requirements: 

 

(A) Solar Shingles shall be installed on 100.00% of 
the total roof area -- excluding accent roof 
materials (e.g. metal roofs over gabled 
windows, porches, entryways, and etcetera) --, 
and shall not be installed alongside another roof 
mounted Solar Energy Collector System. 

 

(3) Solar Energy Collector Panels on a Flat Roof. Solar 
Energy Collector Panels installed on a flat roof, 
whether rack-mounted or flat-mounted, shall be 
screened from public view, and meet the following 
requirements:  

 

(A) The height of such screening, at the minimum, 
shall be the height of the Solar Energy Collector 
Panel. 
 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/UT/htm/UT.39.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/UT/htm/UT.39.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/UT/htm/UT.39.htm
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(B) The screening may be by a parapet or 
screening wall replicating the materials of the 
building.  

 

(4) Reflective glare of Solar Energy Collector Panels 
shall be minimized by the positioning of the Solar 
Collector Panels or by the use of non-glare glazing.  
 

(5) Piping, wiring and other mechanical accessories 
shall be concealed within a roof mounted Solar 
Energy Collector Panel. If some portion of the piping, 
wiring or other mechanical accessories cannot be 
practically concealed then those portions shall be 
painted so as to blend with the roofing material.  
 

(6) Ground mounted or pole mounted Solar Energy 
Collector Panels shall be located behind the primary 
building, and shall be fully screened from public view 
by a solid screening fence or wall that meets all code 
requirements of the City of Rockwall.  
 

(7) The maximum overall height of ground mounted or 
pole mounted Solar Energy Collector Panels shall 
not exceed eight (8) feet.  
 

(8) Any Solar Energy Collector Panels or Systems not 
meeting these requirements, or any installation of 
Solar Energy Systems as the principal use on any 
property, shall require approval of a Specific Use 
Permit (SUP). 

 

SECTION 03 | OTHER SPECIAL USE STANDARDS 
 

SUBSECTION 03.01: FARM ANIMALS AND HORSES 
 

(A) Grazing Animals. In the SFE and SF-1 Districts, grazing animals 
500 pounds or greater, including horses and cattle must have a 
minimum fenced or enclosed area of 40,000 SF per animal. Grazing 
animals of less than 500 pounds, including sheep and goats, must 
have a minimum fenced or enclosed area of 15,000 SF per animal.  
 

(B) Other Animals. An SUP is required for other farm animals, including 
fowls, chickens and swine (except for ñpotbellied pigsò as defined in 
Section 6-1, Definitions, of Chapter 6, Animals, of the Municipal 
Code of Ordinances), and for a reduction in the land area required 
for grazing farm animals. The city shall not grant a SUP for any farm 
animal unless it is convinced that the presence of such animals will 
not injure the use and enjoyment of neighboring properties, 
including the impact of dust, flies and odor.  
 

(C) General Conditions. Notwithstanding the conditions above,  
 

(1) Ground accumulations of manure shall be collected and 
properly disposed of so as not to create offensive odors, fly 
breeding, or in any way pose a health hazard or nuisance to 
humans and animals; 
 

(2) Fences or pens, corrals or similar enclosures shall be of 
sufficient height and strength to properly retain the animal; and  
 

(3) In SFE and SF-1 Districts, no swine or fowl are permitted, 
except for potbellied pigs as defined in Section 6-1, Definitions, 
of Chapter 6, Animals, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances.  
 

(4) In the Agricultural District or on unplatted tracts of land of five 
acres or more, standards for animals are found in Section 6-1, 
Definitions, of Chapter 6, Animals, of the Municipal Code of 
Ordinances. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.02: TEMPORARY ACCOMODATION FOR 
EMPLOYEES, CUSTORMERS AND VISITORS 
 

(A) Temporary accommodations. Temporary accommodation for 
employees, customers and visitors may be provided as an ancillary 
use in commercial zoning districts provided that:  

 

(1) Such accommodation is clearly in support of the business 
operation; 
 

(2) No rental of such facilities to the general transient public 
occurs;  
 

(3) Accommodation is for temporary stays, not to exceed 30 days; 
and  
 

(4) No more than five (5) percent of the building area is utilized for 
this ancillary use.   

 
SUBSECTION 03.03: UTILITY DISTRIBUTION LINES  
 

All utility distribution lines shall be placed underground. Utility distribution 
lines placed above-ground shall require special approval of the City 
Council based upon a recommendation of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 
 
SUBSECTION 03.04: FLAG POLES  
 

Flag poles are permitted in all districts, but must meet the building height 
and setback requirements for each district. (See Article 05, District 
Development Standards, of the Unified Development Code).   
 
SUBSECTION 03.05: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SALES  
 

(A) Restaurants with Alcoholic Beverage Sales.  
 

(1) Restaurants may serve alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption by right if they are located on property that was 
within the city limits as of November 14, 2007, and are located 
in a zoning district allowing such use. For restaurants located 
on property that was annexed after November 14, 2007, a 
private club permit must be obtained for the ability to serve 
alcohol and must be located in an appropriate zoning district 
that allows such use.  

 

(2) Restaurants that sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption shall be subject to compliance with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Code, as it exists or may be amended and 
must be located not less than 300-feet from a church, public 
school, private school (as defined by the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Code) or public hospital. For a church or public 
hospital, the 300-feet shall be measured along the property 
lines of the street fronts and from front door to front door, and 
in a direct line across intersections. For public schools or 
private schools, the measurement of distance shall be in direct 
line from the property line of the public school or private school 
to the property line of the restaurant and in a direct line across 
intersections. If the permit or license holder is located on or 
above the fifth story of a multistory building, in a direct line from 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH6AN_ARTIINGE_S6-1DE
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the property line of the public or private school to the property 
line of the place of business, in a direct line across 
intersections, and vertically up the building at the property line 
to the base of the floor on which the permit or license holder is 
located.  

 

The City Council may grant a variance to the distance 
regulations if the City Council determines that enforcement of 
those regulations in a particular instance is not in the best 
interest of the public, constitutes waste of inefficient use of land 
or other resources, creates an undue hardship on an applicant 
for a license or permit, does not serve its intended purpose, is 
not effective or necessary, or for any other reason the City 
Council, after consideration of the health, safety, and welfare 
of the public and the equities of the situation, determines is in 
the best interest of the community.  

 

(3) Restaurants that sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption shall be subject to compliance with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Code, as it exists or may be amended and 
shall not be permitted to have exterior signs advertising the 
sale of alcoholic beverages other than those authorized under 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code and chapter 32 of the 
Code of Ordinances, pertaining to signs.  

 

(B) Retail Establishments with Alcoholic Beverage Sales.  
 

(1) Retail establishments or Alcoholic Beverage Stores may sell 
beer and wine for off-premises consumption by right if they are 
located on property that was within the city limits as of 
November 14, 2007, and are located in a zoning district 
allowing such use. Retail establishments or Alcoholic 
Beverage Stores located on property that was annexed after 
November 14, 2007, may not engage in the selling of beer and 
wine for off-premises consumption.  

 

(2) Retail establishments engaged in the selling of beer and wine 
or Alcoholic Beverage Stores engaged in the selling of beer, 
wine, and distilled spirits or liquor to the general public for off-
premises consumption shall be subject to compliance with the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, as it exists or may be 
amended and must be located not less than 300-feet from a 
church, public school, private school (as defined by the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Code) or public hospital. For a church or 
public hospital, the 300-feet shall be measured along the 
property lines of the street fronts and from front door to front 
door, and in a direct line across intersections. For public 
schools or private schools, the measurement of distance shall 
be in direct line from the property line of the public school to 
the property line of the retail establishment or Alcoholic 
Beverage Store and in a direct line across intersections. If the 
permit or license holder is located on or above the fifth story of 
a multistory building, the measurement shall be in a direct line 
from the property line of the public or private school to the 
property line of the place of business, in a direct line across 
intersections, and vertically up the building at the property line 
to the base of the floor on which the permit or license holder is 
located.  

 

The City Council may grant a variance to the distance 
regulations if the City Council determines that enforcement of 
those regulations in a particular instance is not in the best 

interest of the public, constitutes waste of inefficient use of land 
or other resources, creates an undue hardship on an applicant 
for a license or permit, does not serve its intended purpose, is 
not effective or necessary, or for any other reason the City 
Council, after consideration of the health, safety, and welfare 
of the public and the equities of the situation, determines is in 
the best interest of the community.  

 

(3) Retail establishments engaged in the selling of beer and wine 
or Alcoholic Beverage Stores engaged in the selling of beer, 
wine, and distilled spirits or liquor for off-premise consumption 
shall be subject to compliance with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Code, as it exists or may be amended and shall not 
be permitted to have exterior signs advertising the sale of 
alcoholic beverages other than those authorized under the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code and Chapter 32, Signs, of the 
Municipal Code of Ordinances, pertaining to signs.  

 

(C) Drive-Through Sales of Pre-Packaged Beverages, Convenience 
Stores, Retail Sales with Gasoline.  

 

(1) An establishment may not offer drive-in, drive-up, drive 
through, or walk-up sales or service of pre-packaged, sealed, 
unopened beverages.  

(2) A convenience store may not contain less than 1,000 square 
feet of retail space.  

 

(3) For purposes of this section, the terms ñdrive-in,ò ñdrive-up,ò 
ñdrive-through,ò and ñwalk-upò do not prohibit the service of 
food or beverages to customers:  

 

(A) Who must physically leave their vehicles and enter a 
building in order to make a purchase; or  

 

(B) As part of a drive-through restaurant in connection with 
the sale or service of food to the customer.  

 

SECTION 04 | FLOODPLAIN AREAS 
 

SUBSECTION 04.01: PERMITTED USES 
 

The following land uses shall be permitted within that portion of a district 
which is designated as being within a floodplain by the City Engineer, 
provided they are allowed in the underlying zoning, and that they meet 
any additional requirements established in the city's floodplain 
regulations in Chapter 20, Floods, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances, 
and the Engineering Departmentôs Standards of Design and Construction 
Manual:  
 

(A) Agriculture. Agricultural activities including the ordinary cultivation 
of land or legal forms of animal husbandry.  
 

(B) Utilities. Local utilities. 
 

(C) Parks and Recreation. Public or private parks, community centers, 
playgrounds, public golf courses.  
 

(D) Private Recreation. Private commercial open area amusements 
such as golf courses, driving ranges, archery courses and similar 
uses when approved by a specific use permit.  
 

(E) Private Open Space. Private open spaces as part of a Planned 
Development (PD) District, provided such use does not interfere 
with the continuity of the city's open space system.   

 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH20FL
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SUBSECTION 04.02: DUMPING, EXCAVATING OR FILLING IN A 
FLOODPLAIN 
 

Any dumping, excavation, storage or filling operation on any property 
within any district having a floodplain designation or that is within a creek 
or drain way shall require a permit from the City Engineer prior to the 
commencement of such activity; however, no construction, buildings, or 
structures shall be permitted within a floodplain.  Fences maybe 
permitted through approval by the City Engineer in accordance with the 
requirements of the Engineering Departmentôs Standards of Design and 
Construction Manual. 
 
SUBSECTION 04.03: LOCAL FLOODING MAY OCCUR IN OTHER 
AREAS 
 

The fact that land or property is or is not within a district having a 
floodplain designation shall not constitute assurance that such land or 
property is not subject to local flooding and the designation of floodplain 
in this Unified Development Code (UDC) shall not be so interpreted.   
 

SECTION 05 | TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES 
 

SUBSECTION 05.01: TEMPORARY USES 
 

(A) This subsection includes by reference all temporary uses listed in the 
land use chart. 
 

(B) The temporary use shall not be intrusive or inconsistent with existing 
land uses in area, or with anticipated land uses that may be 
constructed during the life of the temporary use.   

 
SUBSECTION 05.02: TEMPORARY USES 
 

All buildings or other structures which are erected or located on the 
property in connection with the temporary use shall be removed not later 
than ten days after the expiration of the time period for which the use was 
approved or as set forth in the conditions of approval.   
 

SECTION 06 | NON-CONFORMING USES, STRUCTURES, 
AND SITES 
 

SUBSECTION 06.01: INTENT 
 

Within the zoning districts established by this Unified Development Code 
(UDC), there may exist lots, structures and uses of land which were 
lawful before the effective date of the ordinance from which this Unified 
Development Code is derived, or amendment thereto, and which would 
be prohibited, regulated, or restricted under this Unified Development 
Code (UDC). It is generally the intent to permit these nonconformities to 
continue until they are removed or abandoned, or until such earlier time 
as they are ordered to be removed, but not to encourage their survival. It 
is further the intent that such non-conforming lots, buildings, or uses shall 
not be enlarged upon, expanded or extended, except as otherwise 
specifically provided, and that such non-conforming lots, buildings or 
uses may not be used as justification for adding other lots, buildings or 
uses prohibited elsewhere in the same zoning district. Except as 
otherwise provided, non-conforming uses are declared to be 
incompatible with permitted uses in the same zoning districts. 
 
SUBSECTION 06.02: APPLICABILITY 
 

The provisions of this section shall apply to lots, uses and buildings which 
become non-conforming by reason of the adoption of, or an amendment 

to, the ordinance from which this Unified Development Code (UDC) is 
derived, as of the effective date of such amendment.   
 
SUBSECTION 06.03: NON-CONFORMING USES 
 

(A) Exceptions. 
 

(1) Except as specified below, any use, building, or structure 
lawfully existing at the time of the enactment of this Unified 
Development Code (UDC) or at the time of annexation into the 
city may be continued, even though the use, building or 
structure may not conform to the provisions of this Unified 
Development Code (UDC) for the district in which it is located. 
 

(2) The right to continue non-conforming uses shall be subject to 
regulations prohibiting the creation of a nuisance and 
regulations reasonably protecting adjacent property.  

 

(B) Cessation of Non-Conforming Use. For the purposes of this 
subsection, a use shall be deemed to have ceased or been 
abandoned when it has been discontinued for 180 days during any 
three-year period whether with the intent to abandon the use or not.  

 

(C) Expansion of Non-Conforming Use. No existing building or premises 
devoted to a use that is not permitted by this Unified Development 
Code (UDC) in the district in which such building or premises is 
located shall be enlarged or altered in a way which increases its 
nonconformity, except when required to do so by law or order, 
unless the use is changed to a use that is permitted in the district in 
which the building or premises is located, and except as follows:  

 

(1) If no structural alterations are made, a non-conforming use of 
a building may be changed to another non-conforming use of 
a more restrictive classification when authorized by the board 
of adjustment; or it may be changed to a conforming use.  
 

(2) Whenever a non-conforming use has been changed to a 
conforming use, the use shall not thereafter be changed to a 
non-conforming use.  
 

(3) When authorized by the board of adjustment, enlargement or 
completion of a building devoted to a non-conforming use may 
be made upon the lot occupied by the building, where the 
extension is necessary and incidental to the existing use of the 
building and does not exceed 25% of its original area of 
nonconformity.  
 

(4) When authorized by the board of adjustment, a non-
conforming use may be extended throughout those parts of a 
building which were manifestly designed or arranged for such 
use prior to the date on which the use of the building became 
non-conforming, if no structural alterations except those 
required by law, are made.   

 
SUBSECTION 06.04: NON-CONFORMING BUILDING OR SITES 
 

(A) City-created nonconformity of structures. In the event that the city 

takes an act or action which transforms a previously conforming 

structure for purposes of front, side and rear yard setback 

requirements into a non-conforming structure for the purposes of 

front, side and rear yard setbacks, then such structure shall be 

deemed to be in conformance with the required setback prescribed 

in this Unified Development Code (UDC). (For land use 
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nonconformity, see Subsection 06.03, Non-Conforming Uses, of 

Article 04, Permissible Uses). 
 

(B) Use of Non-Conforming Buildings, Structures or Land.  
 

(1) No building or structure which was originally designed for or 

used as a non-conforming use shall again be put to a non-

conforming use, where such use has ceased for 180-days or 

more during any three (3) year period.  
 

(2) The use of land, structures, and/or buildings involving 

individual structures with a replacement cost of $1,000.00 or 

less, which does not conform to the provisions of this Unified 

Development Code (UDC) shall be discontinued within six 

months from the enactment of this Unified Development Code 

(UDC). The non-conforming use of land and/or buildings 

involving individual structures with a replacement cost of 

$1,000.00 or less, which becomes non-conforming by reason 

of subsequent amendments to this Unified Development Code 

(UDC) shall be discontinued within six months from the date of 

such amendment.  
 

(C) Construction Approved prior to Unified Development Code (UDC). 

Nothing in this Unified Development Code (UDC) shall be construed 

to require any change in the overall plans, construction, or 

designated use of any development, structure, or part thereof, 

where official approval and the required building permits were 

granted before the enactment of this Unified Development Code 

(UDC), or any amendment thereto, where construction, conforming 

with the plans, shall have been started prior to the effective date of 

the ordinance from which this Unified Development Code is derived 

or such amendment, and where such construction shall have been 

completed in a normal manner within the subsequent 12-month 

period, with no interruption, except for reasons beyond the builder's 

control.  
 

(D) Damage Due to Acts of God. Any non-conforming structure which 

is damaged more than 75.00% of its then appraised tax value above 

the foundation, by fire, flood, explosion, wind, earthquake, war, riot 

or other calamity or act of God, shall not be restored or 

reconstructed and used as it was before the damaging event. If such 

structure is damaged less than 75.00% of its then appraised tax 

value above the foundation, it may be restored, reconstructed, or 

used as before, provided that the restoration or reconstruction is 

completed within 12 months of the damaging event. The 12-month 

period does not include any necessary litigation.  
 

(E) Repair of Unsafe Buildings, Structures and Sites. Nothing in this 

Unified Development Code (UDC) shall be construed to prohibit the 

strengthening or repair of any part of any building or structure 

declared unsafe by proper authority, unless such repairs exceed 

50.00% of the replacement cost of the building. If the repairs exceed 

50.00%, the building shall be brought into conformity with all 

requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.  
 

(F) General Repairs and Maintenance.  
 

(1) On any non-conforming structure or portion of a structure 

containing a non-conforming use, no work may be done in any 

period of 12 consecutive months on ordinary repairs, or on 

repair or replacement of non-load-bearing walls, fixture, wiring, 

or plumbing to an extent exceeding ten (10) percent of the 

current replacement cost of the non-conforming structure or 

non-conforming portion of the structure as the case may be.  
 

(2) If 50% or more of a non-conforming structure containing a non-

conforming use becomes physically unsafe or unlawful due to 

lack of repairs or maintenance, and is declared by a duly 

authorized official to be unsafe or unlawful by reason of 

physical condition, it shall not thereafter be restored, repaired 

or rebuilt except in conformity with the regulations of the district 

in which it is located.  
 

(G) Moving of a Non-Conforming Building or Structure. No non-

conforming building or structure shall be moved in whole or in part 

to any other location on the lot, or on any other lot, unless every 

portion of the building or structure is made to conform to all the 

regulations of the district.  
 

(H) Non-Conforming Lot Sizes. All lots used for storage that do not 

require a building and the use of such lot is made non-conforming 

by this Unified Development Code (UDC) or amendments thereto 

shall cease to be used for such storage within six months of the date 

of adoption of the ordinance from which this Unified Development 

Code (UDC) is derived, or amendments [thereto]. 

SUBSECTION 06.05: NON-CONFORMING SHORT-TERM RENTALS 
 

Short-Term Rentals, as defined in Article 13, Definitions, of this Unified 

Development Code (UDC), shall be considered to be legally in existence 

for the purpose of establishing vested or non-conforming rights regarding 

the zoning requirements if all of the following criteria is met by the owner 

of a Short-Term Rental: 
  

(A) The owner of a property provides a property deed or proof of 

ownership showing that the property was purchased prior to April 1, 

2024. 
 

(B) The owner of the property can provide proof that the property was 

used as a Short-Term Rental (i.e. a listing, proof of rental, etc.) OR 

proof of payment of hotel occupancy tax to the City of Rockwall. 
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

AGRICULTURAL AND ANIMAL RELATED LAND USES 2.02(A) 2.03(A)                        

Agricultural Uses on Unplatted Land  (1)  P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P    

Animal Boarding/Kennel with Outside Pens  (2) (1) S S S S                    

Animal Boarding/Kennel without Outside Pens  (2) (2) P S S S           S S P P P P    

Animal Clinic for Small Animals without Outdoor Pens  (3) (3) S              S P P P P S    

Animal Hospital or Clinic  (4)  S               S S P P P    

Animal Production or Husbandry  (5)  S                       

Animal Shelter or Loafing Shed  (6)  S                  P P    

Barn or Agricultural Accessory Building  (7) (4) S                       

Crop Production  (8)  P                       

Commercial Horse Corral or Stable  (9) (5) P S S S                    

Private Horse Corral or Stable  (10) (6) P P P P S                   

Community Garden  (11) (7) P S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S    

Urban Farm  (12) (8) P S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S    

Wholesale Nursery (i.e. without Retail Sale On-Site) (13)  S S S S                     

RESIDENTIAL AND LODGING LAND USES 2.02(B) 2.03(B)                        

Residential Accessory Building or Structure  (1) (1)  P P P P P P P P P P P P P          

Bed and Breakfast  (2) (2) S S S S     S    S P S         

Caretakers Quarters/Domestic or Security Unit  (3)              P   P P P P P    

Convent, Monastery, or Temple  (4)  P           P  P  P P       

Duplex  (5) 
 
 
 
 

(3)           P P            

Commercial Parking Garage  (6)              A A A A A A A A    
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Residential Garage  (7) (4) & (5) A A A A A A A A A A A A A A          

Guest Quarters/Secondary Living Unit/Accessory Dwelling Unit  (8) (6) A A A A A A A S S S S P            

Home Occupation  (9) (7) P P P P P P P P P P P P P P          

Limited-Service Hotel  (10)              S   S S  S     

Full-Service Hotel  (11) (8)             S   S S  S     

Residence Hotel (12)              S   S S  S     

Motel  (13)              S   S S  S     

Multi-Family Development or Structure  (14) (9)            P            

Portable Building  (15) (10)  P P P P P P P P P P             

Residential Infill in an Established Subdivision  (16) (11) S S S S S S S S S S S S S S          

Short-Term Rental (Owner-Occupied, Single-Family Home, Townhome, or Duplex) (17) (12)  P P P P P P P P P P P S S          

Short-Term Rental (Non-Owner-Occupied, Single-Family Home, Townhome, or Duplex) (17) (13)  P P P P P P P P P P P S S          

Short-Term Rental (Apartment or Condominium) (17) (14)  P P P P P P P P P P P S S          

Single-Family Attached Structure  (18) (15)          P P P            

Single-Family Detached Structure  (19) (16) P P P P P P P P P P P P  P          

Single-Family Zero Lot Line Structure  (20) (17)          P P P  P          

Private Swimming Pool  (21)  A A A A A A A A A A A A A A          

Private Sports Court with Standalone or Dedicated Lighting (22) (18) A P P P S S S S S S S P  S  P P P P     

Townhouse  (23) (19)            P  P          

Urban Residential  (24) (20)            S S           

INSTITUTIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE LAND USES 2.02(C) 2.03(C)                        

Assisted Living Facility  (1) (1)            P S S S S S  S     

Blood Plasma Donor Center  (2)                 P P P P P    

Cemetery/Mausoleum  (3)  S              P P P P P P    
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Church/House of Worship  (4) (2) S S S S S S S S S S S P S  P S S P S P    

College, University, or Seminary  (5)              P    S P P P    

Convalescent Care Facility/Nursing Home  (6)             S S P P P P P S     

Congregate Care Facility/Elderly Housing  (7) (3)            P S S S S S  S     

Crematorium  (8)                    S P    

Daycare with Seven (7) or More Children  (9) (4) S S S S S S S S S S S S S S P P P P S S    

Emergency Ground Ambulance Services  (10)                 P P P P P    

Group or Community Home  (11) (5) P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P        

Government Facility (12)              S   P P P P P    

Halfway House (13) (6)              S          

Hospice (14)             S   P P P P S S    

Hospital (15)                 P P P P S    

Public Library, Art Gallery or Museum  (16)              P P P P P P P P    

Mortuary or Funeral Chapel  (17)                 P P P P     

Local Post Office  (18)              P  P P P P P P    

Regional Post Office  (19)                   P P P    

Prison/Custodial Institution  (20)                   P P P    

Public or Private Primary School  (21) (7) S S S S S S S S S S S S S  P P P P P     

Public or Private Secondary School  (22) (8) S S S S S S S S S S S S S  P P P P P     

Temporary Education Building for a Public or Private School  (23) (9) S S S S S S S S S S S S   S S S S      

Trade School (24)              S   S P P P P    

Rescue Mission or Shelter for the Homeless  (25)                   S P P    

Social Service Provider (Except Rescue Mission or Homeless Shelter)  (26)                 S  P P P    
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

OFFICE AND PROFESSIONAL LAND USES 2.02(D) 2.03(D)                        

Financial Institution with Drive-Through (1) (1)               S P P P P P    

Financial Institution without Drive-Through  (1)              P  P P P P P P    

Office or Medical Office Building less than 5,000 SF (2) & (3)              P P P P P P P P    

Office or Medical Office Building 5,000 SF or Greater  (2) & (3)              P S S P P P P P    

RECREATION, ENTERTAINMENT AND AMUSEMENT LAND USES 2.02(E) 2.03(E)                        

Temporary Carnival, Circus, or Amusement Ride  (1) (1)             S  S P P P P P    

Indoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation  (2) (2)             S   S P P P P    

Outdoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation (3) (3)                S S P S P    

Public or Private Community or Recreation Club as an Accessory Use (4)  S S S S S S S S S S S S S  S P P P P P    

Private Country Club  (5)  S S S S S S S S S S S S   S S S P P P    

Golf Driving Range  (6)                S S S P P P    

Temporary Fundraising Events by Non-Profit (7) (4) P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P    

Indoor Gun Club with Skeet or Target Range  (8) (5)                S P P P P    

Outdoor Gun Club with Skeet or Target Range (8)  S                 P  S    

Health Club or Gym  (9)             A P  S P P P P P    

Private Club, Lodge or Fraternal Organization  (10) (6)              S  S  S P P P S    

Private Sports Arena, Stadium, and/or Track  (11)                  S P P P    

Public Park or Playground  (12)  P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P    

Sexually Oriented Businesses [Art. XI; CH. 12; Municipal Code]  (13) (7)                   S S    

Tennis Courts (i.e. Not Accessory to a Public or Private Country Club)  (14)  S S S S S S S S S S S S   S S S P P P    

Theater  (15)              P   S P P P P    

                          

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH12BUSA_ARTXISEORBU
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

RETAIL AND PERSONAL SERVICES LAND USES 2.02(F) 2.03(F)                        

Alcoholic Beverage Package Sales (1) (1)             P  S P P P S     

Alcoholic Beverage Store (2) (2)             S    S P      

Antique/Collectible Store  (3)              S  S P P P      

Astrologer, Hypnotist, or Psychic  (4)              S P P P P P      

Banquet Facility/Event Hall  (5)              S   P P P S     

Portable Beverage Service Facility  (6) (3)             S S  S S S S P    

Brewpub  (7)              P  P P P P P P    

Business School  (8)              P   P P P P     

Catering Service  (9)              A  S P P P P     

Temporary Christmas Tree Sales Lot and/or Similar Uses  (10) (4)             S  S P P P P P    

Copy Center  (11)              P  P P P P P P    

Craft/Micro Brewery, Distillery and/or Winery  (12) (5)             S   S S  P P    

Incidental Display  (13) (6)             P  P P P P P     

Food Trucks/Trailers  (14) (7)             P S S P P P P P    

Garden Supply/Plant Nursery  (15)                S P P P P     

General Personal Service  (16) (8)             P  P P P P S     

General Retail Store (17)              P S P P P P S S    

Hair Salon and/or Manicurist  (18)              P S P P P P S     

Laundromat with Dropoff/Pickup Services  (19)              P  P P P P P P    

Self-Service Laundromat  (20)              P  P P P P P P    

Massage Therapist  (21)              P P P P P P      

Private Museum or Art Gallery  (22)              P P S P P  P     

Night Club, Discotheque, or Dance Hall  (23)              S   S P P S S    
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Pawn Shop  (24)                  S S P P    

Permanent Cosmetics  (25) (9)             A A A A A A A     

Pet Shop  (26)                P P P P      

Temporary Real Estate Sales Office  (27)  P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P    

Rental Store without Outside Storage and/or Display  (28) (10)                S P P P P    

Restaurant with less than 2,000 SF with Drive-Through or Drive-In  (29) (11)               S S S S S S    

Restaurant with less than 2,000 SF without Drive-Through or Drive-In (30)              P S P P P P P P    

Restaurant with 2,000 SF or more with Drive-Through or Drive-In  (29) (12)               S S P P P P    

Restaurant with 2,000 SF or more without Drive-Through or Drive-In  (30)              P  S P P P P P    

Retail Store with Gasoline Sales that has Two (2) or less Dispensers (i.e. a Maximum of Four 
[4] Vehicles) 

(31) (13)               S P P P P P S S  

Retail Store with Gasoline Sales that has more than Two (2) Dispensers  (32) (13)                S P P P P S S  

Secondhand Dealer  (33)              S   P P P P P    

Art, Photography, or Music Studio  (33)              P P P P P P P     

Tailor, Clothing, and/or Apparel Shop  (34)              P  P P P P      

Tattoo and/or Body Piercing (35)                   P      

Taxidermist Shop  (36)                   P P     

COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS SERVICES LAND USES 2.02(G) 2.03(G)                        

Bail Bond Service  (1)                  S P P P    

Building and Landscape Material with Outside Storage  (2) (1)                   P P    

Building and Landscape Material with Limited Outside Storage  (2) (2)                 P P P P    

Building Maintenance, Service, and Sales with Outside Storage  (3) (3)                   P P    

Building Maintenance, Service, and Sales without Outside Storage  (3)                  P P P P    

Commercial Cleaners  (4)                   S P P    



 

 

LAND USE SCHEDULE 

L
A

N
D

 U
S

E
 D

E
F

IN
IT

IO
N

 R
E

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 

[R
e

fe
re

n
c
e A

rt
ic

le
 1

3
, D
e

fi
n
it
io

n
s] 

C
O

N
D

IT
IO

N
A

L
 U

S
E

 R
E

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 

R
e

fe
re

n
c
e [A

rt
ic

le
 0

4
, P
e

rm
is

s
ib

le
 U

s
e

s
] 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
MIXED USE 
DISTRICTS NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

OVERLAY 
DISTRICTS 

A
g

ri
c
u

lt
u

ra
l 
(A

G
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 E

s
ta

te
 1

.5
 (

S
F

E
-1

.5
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 E

s
ta

te
 

2
.0

 (
S

F
E-2

.0
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 E

s
ta

te
 4

.0
 (

S
F

E
-4

.0
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 1

 (
S

F
-1

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 1

6
 (

S
F

-1
6

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 1

0
 (

S
F

-1
0

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 8

.4
 (

S
F

-8
.4

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 7

 (
S

F
-7

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

Z
e

ro
 L

o
t-L
in

e
 (

Z
L-5

) D
is

tr
ic

t 

T
w

o-
F

a
m

ily
 (

2
F

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

M
u

lt
i-F

a
m

ily
 1

4
 (

M
F

-1
4

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

D
o

w
n

to
w

n
 (

D
T

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

R
e

s
id

e
n

ti
a

l 
O

ff
ic

e
 (

R
O

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

N
e

ig
h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 S

e
rv

ic
e

s
 (

N
S

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

G
e

n
e

ra
l 
R

e
ta

il 
(G

R
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
 

C
o

m
m

e
rc

ia
l 
(C

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

H
e

a
v
y
 C

o
m

m
e

rc
ia

l 
(H

C
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

L
ig

h
t 
In

d
u

s
t

ri
a
l 
(L

I)
 D

is
tr

ic
t

 

H
e

a
v
y
 I
n

d
u

s
tr

ia
l 
(H

I)
 D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
c
e

n
ic

 O
v
e

rl
a

y
 (

S
O

V
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
H-

6
6

 O
v
e

rl
a

y
 (

S
H

-6
6

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

IH
-3

0
 O

v
e

rl
a
y
 (

IH-3
0

 O
V

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

 

LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Custom and Craft Work  (5)                   P P P    

Electrical, Watch, Clock, Jewelry and/or Similar Repair  (6)              P  S P P P P P    

Feed Store or Ranch Supply  (7)                   P S P    

Furniture Upholstery/Refinishing and Resale  (8) (4)                 S P P     

Gunsmith Repair and Sales  (9)                   P P     

Heavy Machinery and Equipment Rental, Sales, and Service (10) (5)                 S P S P    

Locksmith  (11)              P   P P P P P    

Machine Shop  (12)                   P P P    

Medical or Scientific Research Lab  (13)                   P P P    

Manufactured Home Sales  (14)                   S  P    

Research and Technology or Light Assembly  (15)                  S P P P    

Shoe and Boot Repair and Sales  (16)              P S P P P P      

Temporary On-Site Construction Office  (18) (6) P P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P    

AUTO AND MARINE RELATED LAND USES 2.02(H) 2.03(H)                        

Major Auto Repair Garage  (1) (1)                  P S  P    

Minor Automotive Repair Garage  (2) (2)             S   S S P S  P    

Automobile Rental  (3)                  S P S P    

New or Used Boat and Trailer Dealership  (4) (3)                 S P S P X X  

Full Service Car Wash and Auto Detail  (5) (4)               S S P P P P S S  

Self Service Car Wash  (5) (4)                S P P P P S S  

New and/or Used Indoor Motor Vehicle Dealership/Showroom  (6) (5)                 S S S S    

New Motor Vehicle Dealership for Cars and Light Trucks (7) (6)                 S P S P    

Used Motor Vehicle Dealership for Cars and Light Trucks (7) (7)                 A A A A    

Commercial Parking Lot (8)              S    P P P P    
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Non-Commercial Parking Lot (9)              A  S P P P P P    

Recreational Vehicle (RV) Sales and Service  (10)                  S P S P    

Service Station  (11) (8)               S P P P P P    

Towing and Impound Yard  (12) (9)                  S S P    

Towing Service without Storage  (13) (10)                  P P P    

Truck Rental  (14)                   P S P    

Truck Stop with Gasoline Sales and Accessory Services (15) (11)                  S S P    

INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING LAND USES 2.02(I) 2.03(I)                        

Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plant (1) (1) S                  S S    

Temporary Asphalt or Concrete Batch Plant (2) (2) P P P P P P P P P P P P   P P P P P P    

Bottle Works for Milk or Soft Drinks (3)                    P P    

Brewery or Distillery (4) (3)                   P P    

Carpet and Rug Cleaning (5)                   S P P    

Environmentally Hazardous Materials (6) (4)                  S S P    

Food Processing with No Animal Slaughtering (7)                   S P P    

Light Assembly and Fabrication (8)                   P P P    

Heavy Manufacturing (9)                   S S P    

Light Manufacturing (10)                   P P P    

Metal Plating or Electroplating (11)                    S P    

Mining and Extraction of Sand, Gravel, Oil and/or Other Materials (12) (5) S S S S S S S S S S S S   S S S S S S    

Printing and Publishing (13)                   P P P    

Salvage or Reclamation of Products Indoors (14)                   S P P    

Salvage or Reclamation of Products Outdoors (15)                    S P    

Sheet Metal Shop (16)                   P P P    



 

 

LAND USE SCHEDULE 

L
A

N
D

 U
S

E
 D

E
F

IN
IT

IO
N

 R
E

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 

[R
e

fe
re

n
c
e A

rt
ic

le
 1

3
, D
e

fi
n
it
io

n
s] 

C
O

N
D

IT
IO

N
A

L
 U

S
E

 R
E

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 

R
e

fe
re

n
c
e [A

rt
ic

le
 0

4
, P
e

rm
is

s
ib

le
 U

s
e

s
] 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
MIXED USE 
DISTRICTS NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

OVERLAY 
DISTRICTS 

A
g

ri
c
u

lt
u

ra
l 
(A

G
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 E

s
ta

te
 1

.5
 (

S
F

E
-1

.5
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 E

s
ta

te
 

2
.0

 (
S

F
E-2

.0
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 E

s
ta

te
 4

.0
 (

S
F

E
-4

.0
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 1

 (
S

F
-1

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 1

6
 (

S
F

-1
6

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 1

0
 (

S
F

-1
0

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 8

.4
 (

S
F

-8
.4

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
in

g
le

 F
a
m

ily
 7

 (
S

F
-7

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

Z
e

ro
 L

o
t-L
in

e
 (

Z
L-5

) D
is

tr
ic

t 

T
w

o-
F

a
m

ily
 (

2
F

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

M
u

lt
i-F

a
m

ily
 1

4
 (

M
F

-1
4

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

D
o

w
n

to
w

n
 (

D
T

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

R
e

s
id

e
n

ti
a

l 
O

ff
ic

e
 (

R
O

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

N
e

ig
h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 S

e
rv

ic
e

s
 (

N
S

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

G
e

n
e

ra
l 
R

e
ta

il 
(G

R
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
 

C
o

m
m

e
rc

ia
l 
(C

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

H
e

a
v
y
 C

o
m

m
e

rc
ia

l 
(H

C
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

L
ig

h
t 
In

d
u

s
t

ri
a
l 
(L

I)
 D

is
tr

ic
t

 

H
e

a
v
y
 I
n

d
u

s
tr

ia
l 
(H

I)
 D

is
tr

ic
t

 

S
c
e

n
ic

 O
v
e

rl
a

y
 (

S
O

V
) 

D
is

tr
ic

t
 

S
H-

6
6

 O
v
e

rl
a

y
 (

S
H

-6
6

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

IH
-3

0
 O

v
e

rl
a
y
 (

IH-3
0

 O
V

) 
D

is
tr

ic
t

 

 

LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Tool, Dye, Gauge and/or Machine Shop (17)                    P     

Welding Repair (18)                   P P P    

Winery (19) (6) S                  P P    

WHOLESALE, DISTRIBUTION AND STORAGE LAND USES 2.02(J) 2.03(J)                        

Cold Storage Plant (1)                   P P P    

Heavy Construction/Trade Yard (2)                   S P P    

Landfill (3)  S                       

Mini-Warehouse (4) (1)                 S P P P    

Outside Storage and/or Outside Display (5) (2)                  P P P   S 

Recycling Collection Center (6)                   S P P    

Warehouse/Distribution Center (7)                   P P P    

Wholesale Showroom Facility (8)                  S P P P    

UTILITIES, COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORTATION LAND USES 2.02(K) 2.03(K)                        

Airport, Heliport or Landing Field (1)                   S S S    

Antenna for a Residential Property (2) (1) A A A A A A A A A A A             

Antenna for an Amateur Radio  (3) (2) A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A    

Antenna Dish (4) (3) A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A    

Freestanding Commercial Antenna (i.e. Monopole or a Similar Structure) (5) (4) S           S  S S P P P P P S  S 

Mounted or Attached Commercial Antenna (6) (5) S           P S S S P P P P P    

Bus Charter Service and Service Facility (7)                   P P P    

Commercial Drone Delivery Hub (8) (6)                 S S S     

Helipad (9)                 S S S S S    

Utilities (Non-Municipally Owned or Controlled), Including Sanitary Landfill, Water Treatment, 
and Supply, and Wastewater Treatment 

(10)  S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S    



 

 

LAND USE SCHEDULE 
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LEGEND: 
 

 Land Use NOT Permitted OR for Overlay Districts Refer to Base Zoning District 

P Land Use Permitted By-Right  

P Land Use Permitted with Conditions  

S Land Use Permitted Specific Use Permit (SUP)  

X Land Use Prohibited by Overlay District  

A Land Use Permitted as an Accessory Use  

 

LAND USES 

Municipally Owned or Controlled Facilities, Utilities and Uses (Includes Utilities with a 
Franchise Utility Agreement with the City of Rockwall) 

(11)  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P    

Private Streets (12)   S S S S S S S S S S S  S S S S S S S    

Radio Broadcasting (13)              S   P P P P P    

Railroad Yard or Shop (14)  S S S S S S S S S S S S  S S S S S S S    

Recording Studio (15)              S   S P P P P    

Satellite Dish (16)  A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A    

Solar Energy Collector Panels and Systems (17) (7) A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A    

Transit Passenger Facility (18)              S S S S S S S S    

Trucking Company (19)                   P P P    

TV Broadcasting and Other Communication Service (20)              S   S S P P P    

Utilities Holding a Franchise from the City of Rockwall (21)  S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S P P P    

Utility Installation Other than Listed (22)  S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S    

Utility/Transmission Lines (23)  S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S    
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SECTION 01 | GENERAL STANDARDS 
 

SUBSECTION 01.01: OPEN SPACE 
 

The purpose of this Article is to set forth regulations which protect the 
public from the potential negative effects of industrial and intense 
commercial development by regulating smoke and particulate matter, 
odorous matter, fire or explosive materials, toxic and noxious matter, 
vibration, open storage, glare and fuel supply in the vicinity of such sites. 
 

(A) Purpose. The City of Rockwall is a rural and recreation-oriented 
community with open space that ties into a regional framework of 
open space, trails, and corridors. Open space corridors link all major 
areas of the City using primarily floodplain and drainage areas. 
Since open space and recreational amenities are vital to the Cityôs 
commercial and residential developments, all projects must provide 
open space in accordance with the Cityôs Comprehensive Plan and 
the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan.  

 

(B) Requirements. All projects in the City must reserve, dedicate and/or 
develop public and private open spaces consistent with the 
requirements of the following sections:  

 
(a) Residential. Subsection (C), Open Space, of Section 03.01, 

General Residential District Standards 
 

(b) Commercial. Subsection (D), Open Space Guidelines, of 
Section 04.01, General Commercial District Standards 
 

(c) Industrial. Subsection (D), Open Space Guidelines, of Section 
05.01, General Industrial District Standards 

 
SUBSECTION 01.02: SITE PLANS 
 

All development in the City of Rockwall -- with the exception of single lot 
single-family and duplex developments -- shall require the approval of a 
site plan in accordance with the requirements of Article 11, Development 
Applications and Review Procedures. 
 
SUBSECTION 01.03: LOT CONFIGURATIONS 
 

(A) Lots with a Single Street Frontage.  Where lots have a single street 
frontage, the required setbacks should generally adhere to the 
following diagram: 

: REQUIRED SIDE 
YARD SETBACK

: REQUIRED REAR 
YARD SETBACK

: REQUIRED FRONT 
YARD SETBACK

: BUILDABLE AREA
: BUILDING 

COVERAGE 
: STREET

FIGURE 1: LOT WITH A SINGLE STREET FRONTAGE 

: FRONT YARD
: SIDE YARD

: REAR YARD

: STREET

FIGURE 2: LOT WITH MULTIPLE STREET FRONTAGE 
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(B) Lots with Multiple Street Frontages.  Where lots have multiple street 
frontages on one (1) or more streets, the required setbacks should 
generally adhere to Figure 2. 
 

(C) Determining Lot Width and Depth for an Irregularly Shaped Lot.  To 
determine the minimum lot width and depth of an irregularly shaped 
lot or where a portion of the lot does not adhere to the required 
minimum lot width or depth, the follow method of calculation shall 
be use:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBSECTION 01.04: CALCULATION OF DENSITY 
 

The calculation of the allowable density for residential developments 
shall be based on the gross site area including right-of-way, floodplain, 
open space and public/private parks that will be dedicated to the City or 
preserved and maintained by some other mechanism. Despite this 
calculation requirement, other provisions of this Unified Development 
Code may limit the actual density allowed on any given property.  
 

 

SUBSECTION 01.05: SCREENING STANDARDS 
 

All development shall adhere to the following screening standards: 
 

(A) Loading Docks. Off-street loading docks must be screened from all 
public streets, any residential zoning district or residentially used 
property, and any parks and open space that abuts or is directly 
across a public street or alley from the subject property.  The 
screening must be at least six (6) feet in height and shall be provided 
by using a masonry wall (excluding tilt wall or concrete masonry 
units [CMU] unless integral to the buildings design and otherwise 
approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission) and Canopy 
Trees on 20-foot centers.  As an alternative, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission may approve a screening method in 
accordance with Subsection 05.02, Landscape Screening 
Standards, of Article 08, Landscape Standards. 

 

(B) Trash/Recycling Enclosures.  Trash/Recycling enclosures shall be 
four (4) sided.  These receptacles shall be screened by a minimum 
six (6) foot, solid masonry dumpster enclosure that utilizes the same 
masonry materials as the primary building and incorporates an 
opaque, self-latching gate.  The opaque, self-latching gate shall not 
be constructed utilizing wood fencing materials.  If the primary 
building does not use masonry materials, a masonry material that is 
complimentary in color and scale shall be utilized. These enclosures 
shall be located to the side or rear of the primary building, and shall 
not front on to a public right-of-way.  Every effort shall be made to 
reduce the visibility of these structures utilizing landscaping and/or 
the building. All trash/recycling enclosures shall be constructed in 
conformance to the diagram below, unless otherwise 
approved/required by the City and/or its contractor for trash 
services. 

(C) Utility Equipment and Air Condition Units. Pad or roof mounted utility 
equipment and air conditioning units shall be screened from the 
view from of any adjacent public streets or properties. Roof mounted 
utility equipment and air conditioning units shall be screened using 
a parapet wall that completely impairs the visibility of the equipment, 
and is constructed on all sides of the building.  Ground mounted 
equipment and air conditioning units shall be screened utilizing 
plantings, berms, walls matching the main structure, or an 
architectural feature that is integral to the buildingôs design.  
 

(D) Aboveground Storage Tanks. Aboveground storage tanks shall be 
screened utilizing walls matching the main structure. Screening 
plans for above ground storage tanks shall generally conform to the 
diagram below (i.e. incorporate primary screening -- screening wall 
-- and secondary screening) and be approved by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission in conjunction with a site plan. 

 
(E) Outside Storage. Outside storage of materials or vehicles shall be 

screened from all public rights-of-way, any adjacent properties, and 
parks and open space that abut or are directly across a public street 
or alley from the subject property.  The screening must be at least 
one (1) foot taller than the material or vehicles being stored and shall 
be achieved using a masonry wall (excluding tilt wall or concrete 
masonry units [CMU] unless otherwise approved by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission) and Canopy Trees on 20-foot centers.  As 
an alternative, the Planning and Zoning Commission may approve 
a screening method in accordance with Subsection 05.02, 
Landscape Screening Standards, of Article 08, Landscape 
Standards. 

 

FIGURE 3: STANDARD DUMPSTER ENCLOSURE 

: CONCRETE BOLLARD
: STANDARD END LOADING 

CONTAINER
: RECESSES FOR CAIN BOLTS
: OPAQUE SCREENING GATE 
: MINIMUM HEIGHT 6-FEET (8-

FEET IN OVERLAY DISTRICTS)
: MINIMUM 10-FOOT WIDTH

: MINIMUM 12-FOOT LENGTH

: 120 DEGREE SWING ON GATE

: MINIMUM LOT 
WIDTH

: MINIMUM LOT 
DEPTH

: BUILDABLE AREA

: BUILDING 
SETBACK

: PROPERTY LINE 
: STREET

FIGURE 3: IRREGULARLY SHAPED LOT 
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SUBSECTION 01.06: RESIDENTIAL ADJACENCY STANDARDS 
 

(A) Purpose. The general objectives of residential adjacency 
standards are to preserve and protect the integrity, enjoyment and 
property values of residential neighborhoods within the City of 
Rockwall, through the establishment of standards for certain 
nonresidential uses that may impact surrounding residential land 
uses. These standards are in addition to the development 
regulations applicable to the underlying zoning district. When any 
requirements in this section are in conflict with any other 
requirements for the underlying zoning district, the more restrictive 
requirements shall apply. 

 

(B) Definitions. 
 

Residential Adjacency. Any nonresidential building, use, or 
associated activity that when located in proximity to a residential 
district may result in detrimental impact to a residential property. 
Residential adjacency shall include the lot on which the 
nonresidential building, use, or associated activity is located. In 
cases where multiple uses are contained on the same lot, 
residential adjacency shall apply to the area within that lot which 
encompasses the building, use, or associated activity and all 
accessory buildings, uses, or areas necessary to support them. 

 

Vehicular Service Bays. Any partially or fully enclosed space used 
for ñmajorò or ñminorò automobile repair, or truck and bus repair, or 
similar activities. 

 

Individual Service Speakers. Speakers used to conduct business 
with individual customers outdoors or in a partially enclosed 
structure, including, but not limited to: 

 

¶ Drive-through payment windows; 

¶ Drive-through restaurant ordering boards; 

¶ Service station pump islands; and 

¶ Car washes. 
 
Public Address/Paging Systems. Loud speaker or amplified 
paging systems intended to contact or provide information to 
person(s) on the exterior of a building such as those commonly 
used by businesses with large outdoor facilities/operations, 
including, but not limited to: 

 

¶ New and used car dealers; 

¶ Building material sales; 

¶ Garden centers; and 

¶ Car washes. 
 

Small Engine Repair Shop. Shop for repair of lawnmowers, chain 
saws, lawn equipment, and other machines with one-cylinder 
engines. 

 

Motorcycle. A usually two (2) wheeled self-propelled vehicle 
having one (1) or two (2) saddles or seats, and which may have a 
sidecar attached. For purposes of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC), motorbikes, motor scooters, mopeds, and similar vehicles 
are classified as motorcycles. 

 

Motorcycle Sales and Service. The display, sale and servicing, 
including repair work of motorcycles. 
 

(C) Applicability. 
 

(1) The residential adjacency standards shall apply when a use 
is proposed for a nonresidential building or site that is 
adjacent to a residential district, and both of the following 
conditions apply: 

 

(a) An existing or proposed building, structure, or device on 
the lot is within 150 feet of a residential district boundary, 
except if the activity proposes the use of public 
address/paging systems, in which case 500 feet shall be 
the effective distance; and 

 

(b) One or more of the following uses are proposed: 
 

(1) Planned shopping centers and neighborhood 
convenience centers. 

 

(2) Restaurants, including accessory outdoor seating, 
with drive-in or drive-through facilities. 

 

(3) Retail outlets where gasoline products are sold as 
an accessory use. 

 

(4) Automotive repair, as an accessory to a retail use, 
provided all work is conducted wholly within a 
completely enclosed building. 

 

(5) Gasoline service stations. 
 

(6) Car wash. 
 

(7) Drive-in businesses. 
 

FIGURE 4: ABOVE GROUND STORAGE TANKS 

: SECONDARY SCREENING CANOPY TREES (SPACED 20-FOOT ON 
CENTER) AND SHRUBS

: SCREENING WALL
: ABOVE GROUND STORAGE TANK
: INDUSTRIAL BUILDING
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(8) New car dealership. 
 

(9) Nursery, greenhouse, or garden center. 
 

(10) Minor automotive repair. 
 

(11) New boat dealership. 
 

(12) Automotive vehicle sales and service. 
 

(13) Automotive repair and other repair services, 
excluding wrecking yards. 

 

(14) Lumberyards or contractor yards, general 
warehousing and storage, farm equipment or other 
heavy equipment sales and service, farm products, 
warehousing and storage, including mini-
warehouses for storage purposes only. 

 

(15) Small engine repair service. 
 

(16) Motorcycle sales and service. 
 

(2) Review of proposals for compliance with the residential 
adjacency standards will be carried out in conjunction with 
site plan review, depending on whether or not the actual use 
of the site is known. 

 

(D) Standards. 
 

(1) Noise. 
 

(a) Any use containing individual service speakers shall not 
be permitted within 150 feet of any residential district 
unless the speaker is appropriately screened and shall 
meet the standards established in Article IV, Noise, of 
Chapter 16, Environment, of the Municipal Code of 
Ordinances. The Planning and Zoning Commission may 
require wing walls, landscape screens, changes in 
building orientation, and/or other design elements to 
screen and minimize the impact of individual service 
speakers. 

 

(b) Any use containing public address/paging systems shall 
not be permitted within 500 feet of any residential district 
unless separated by an MD4 or larger thoroughfare. 

 

(2) Loading Spaces. 
 

(a) Where adjacent to residential districts, off-street loading 
areas shall be fully screened from view of the residential 
district. 

 

(b) The director may require wing walls, landscape screens, 
changes in building orientation, and/or other 
architectural elements to minimize the impact of uses 
containing loading docks within 150 feet of any 
residential district. 

 

(3) Vehicular Service Bays. 
 

(a) All vehicular service bays within 150 feet of a residential 
district shall face away from adjacent residential districts 
unless separated by a building or permanent 
architectural feature of minimum height matching the 
height of the service bays. 

 

(b) Walls separating service bays from a residential district 
shall be of masonry or reinforced concrete with no 
openings. 

 

(c) The director may require wing walls, landscape screens, 
changes in building orientation, and/or other design 
elements to minimize the impact of service bays within 
150 feet of a residential district. 

 

(d) No use including outdoor vehicular repair, servicing or 
testing shall be permitted within 150 feet of a residential 
district. 

 

(4) Small Engine Repair Shops. Small engine repair shops shall 
not be permitted within 150 feet of a residential district unless 
all repair, service, and testing activities are done in a fully 
enclosed building. 

 

(5) Motorcycle Sales/Service. Motorcycle sales/service facilities 
shall not be permitted within 150 feet of a residential district 
unless all repair, service, and testing activities are done in a 
fully enclosed building. 

 

(6) Car Wash and Fuel Dispensing Facilities. 
 

(a) Car wash and fuel dispensing facilities shall not be 
permitted within 150 feet of a residential district. 

 

(b) Where car wash and fuel dispensing facilities are within 
300 feet but greater than 150 feet of a residential district, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission may require wing 
walls, landscape screens, and/or other design elements 
to screen and minimize the impact of such facilities. 

 

(7) Combination Gas Station, Fast Food Restaurant, and/or 
Convenience Store. 

 

(a) Combination gas station, fast food restaurant, 
convenience store shall not be permitted within 150 feet 
of a residential district. 

 

(b) Where combination gas station, fast food restaurant, 
convenience stores are within 300 feet but greater than 
150 feet of a residential district, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission may require wing walls, landscape 
screens, and/or other design elements to screen and 
minimize the impact of such facilities. 

 

(8) Signs. 
 

(a) No more than one (1) monument sign per street frontage 
with a maximum height of five (5) feet and a maximum 
area of 60 square feet shall be allowed. 

 

(b) A business shall be allowed any number of attached 
walls, projection or marquee signs so long as the total 
face area of the building or store front does not exceed 
ten (10) percent of the front face area of the building or 
store front as established in approved plans submitted 
to the City, or 60 square feet, whichever is greater, or 
exceed six feet in height as per the sign ordinance. 

 
(E) Review. The following information shall be submitted in order to 

facilitate the review: 
 

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH16EN_ARTIVNO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH16EN_ARTIVNO
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH16EN_ARTIVNO
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(1) All information and procedures as required by site plan 
review in Article 11, Development Applications and Review 
Procedures, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

(2) Location and description of existing and proposed exterior 
speaker systems to include information about the height, 
octave and decibel band ranges of each fixture. 

 

(3) Information indicating the location and orientation of all off-
street loading spaces. 

 

(4) Information indicating the location and orientation of all 
vehicular service bays. 

 

(5) Information indicating the location and description of existing 
and proposed screening between the proposed 
nonresidential use and the residential district. 

 
SUBSECTION 01.07: PROJECTIONS INTO REQUIRED YARD OR 
COURT 
 

(A) Every part of a required yard within a building setback shall be 
unobstructed and open from its lowest point to the sky, except for 
the ordinary projections of sills, belt courses, cornices, chimneys, 
buttresses, ornamental features and eaves; provided, however, that 
none of the above projections shall extend into a court more than 
six (6) inches nor into a required yard by more than 30-inches; and 
provided existing open porches extending into the required yard 
shall not be enclosed.  

 

An open fire escape may project into a required yard by not more 
than half the width of the setback, but not more than four (4) feet 
from the building. Fire escapes, solid floored balconies and 
enclosed outside stairways may project into a rear yard by a 
maximum of four (4) feet.  

 

(B) Where a lot abuts a right-of-way line has been established for the 
future widening or opening of a street or highway, then the depth or 
width of a yard shall be measured from such right-of-way line to the 
required building setback. 
 

SUBSECTION 01.08: PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY VISIBILITY 
 

(A) Street/Drive Intersection Visibility Obstruction Triangles. A 
landscape plan showing the plan of the street on both sides of each 
proposed drive/street to the proposed development with the grades, 
curb elevations, proposed street/drive locations, and all items (both 
natural and manmade) within the visibility triangles as prescribed 
below shall be provided with all site plans, if they are not on 
engineering plans that are submitted at the same time. this plan 
shall show no horizontal or vertical restrictions (either existing or 
future) within the areas defined below.  

 

(B) Obstruction/Interference Triangles Defined. No fence, wall screen, 
billboard, sign face, tree or shrub foliage, berm, or any other item, 
either manmade or natural, shall be erected, planted, or maintained 
in such a position or place so as to obstruct or interfere within the 
following minimum standards; however, on non-residentially zoned 
lots, a single pole for mounting a sign may be placed within this area 
provided the pole does not exceed 12-inches in diameter, and 
provided every portion of the sign has a minimum height clearance 
of nine (9) feet:  

 

(1) Visibility Triangles. Vision at all intersections which intersect at 
or near right angles shall be clear at elevations between 24-
inches and nine (9) feet above the top of the curb elevation, 
within a triangular area formed by extending the two (2) curb 
lines from their point of intersection, for the following minimum 
distances for the applicable intersection, and connecting these 
points with an imaginary line, thereby making a triangle. If there 
are no curbs existing, the triangular area shall be formed by 
extending the property lines from their point of intersection for 
a distance as prescribed below, and connecting these points 
with an imaginary line, thereby making a triangle as shown 
below.  

 

(2) Intersection of Two (2) Public Streets. The minimum required 
distance from the curb shall be 30-feet and the minimum 
distance from the property line on streets without a curb shall 
be 20-feet.  

 

(3) Intersection of a Public Street and an Alley. The minimum 
required distance measured from the property line shall be 15-
feet, or 25-feet from street curb.  

 

(4) Intersection of Private Drive and Public Street. The minimum 
required distance from the curb shall be 15-feet and the 
minimum distance from the property line on streets without a 
curb shall be ten (10) feet.  

 

(C) Sight Distance Requirements. The City hereby adopts the standards 
for both vertical and horizontal sight distance requirements set forth 
in the latest edition of AASHTO green book ña policy on geometric 
design of highways and streetsò for the construction of both public 
street intersections and private drive intersections, unless otherwise 
approved by the City Engineer. If, in the opinion of the City Engineer, 
a proposed street or drive intersection does not meet these 
standards, additional engineering information exhibiting how the 

: 30-FOOT FOR ARTERIALS AND COLLECTORS AND 20-FOOT FOR 
RESIDENTIAL DISTANCE FROM INTERSECTION FOR STREETS 

: 10-FOOT DISTANCE FROM INTERSECTION FOR ALLEYWAYS 
: VISIBILITY TRIANGLES 

 
NOTES: 
 

(1) THE TRIANGLE SHOULD BE MEASURED FROM THE EDGE OF THE 

STREET, AND PROJECTED AT A 45-DEGREE ANGLE TO THE ADJOINING 

STREET. 

(2) THE UNOBSTRUCTED VERTICAL FIELD OF VISION SHOULD BE BETWEEN 

TWO (2) FEET AND NINE (9) FEET IN HEIGHT. 

FIGURE 5: SITE DISTANCE REQUIREMENTS 
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standards have been addressed may be required for submission 
and approval by the Cityôs Engineer. 

 

SECTION 02 | AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 
 

SUBSECTION 02.01: AGRICULTURAL (AG) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose.  The Agricultural (AG) District is a zoning designation used 
for land that is reserved for the anticipated future growth of the City.  
This district is intended to be used for raw land or land with 
agricultural land uses, and is intended to be held in these conditions 
as long as practical and reasonable to promote the orderly growth 
of the community.  This zoning designation is suitable for areas 
where development is premature due to lack of utilities, capacity, or 
service.  The Agricultural (AG) District is also used to protect areas 
that are unsuitable for development due to physical constraints or 
safety issues (e.g. topography, floodplain, ecologically sensitive 
areas, etc.), or to protect green belts, natural areas and/or open 
space that might otherwise be developed. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Agricultural (AG) 
District are outlined in Section 01.01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 
04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within an Agricultural (AG) 
District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 

District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 

SECTION 03 | RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
 

SUBSECTION 03.01: GENERAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
STANDARDS 
 

All residential development shall conform to the following standards: 
 

(A) Construction Standards. 
 

(1) Roof Pitch.  All residential structures shall be constructed with 
a minimum 3:12 roof pitch. 
 

(2) Concrete Foundation.  All residential structures shall be 
permanently attached to an engineered concrete foundation.  

 

(B) Accessory Structures.  
 

(1) Accessory Structure Standards. All accessory structures shall 
conform to the related standards listed within Subsection 7.04, 
Accessory Structure Development Standards.   

 

(C) Open Space. On all new subdivisions, ten (10) lots or greater, that 
are not infill projects (i.e. projects going into an established area as 
determined by the Director of Planning and Zoning or his/her 
designee) the following open space requirements shall be applied: 

 

FIGURE 6: ANTI-MONOTONY REQUIREMENTS 

OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STREET SAME SIDE OF THE STREET

OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STREET SAME SIDE OF THE STREET

SUBJECT PROPERTY

INTERVENING PROPERTY

EXCLUDED PROPERTY
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(1) Unless otherwise provided by this Unified Development Code, 
a minimum of 20% of the gross land area within a residential 
subdivision that is five (5) acres or greater shall be devoted to 
open space.  Where floodplain exists in a proposed 
subdivision, the floodplain may be used to meet the 20% 
requirement at a rate of one-half (½) acre for every one (1) acre 
of floodplain dedicated to open space.  Open space 
requirements for subdivisions may be satisfied by public open 
space/parkland, or by a combination of public and private open 
space. Public open space/parkland shall be dedicated to the 
City, and shall be approved by the Parks and Recreation Board 
and the City Council during the platting process.  Open space 
requirements specified in this subsection are in addition to 
requirements for site landscaping and buffering. 

 

(2) To encourage the provision of open space, the minimum lot 
sizes in a residential subdivision may be reduced by up to 20% 
in order to preserve additional public and/or private open 
space, provided that the lots being reduced face onto a single 
loaded street (i.e. a street with open space and/or a public park 
on one side of the street and lots on the other side of the 
street).  This requirement shall be approved by the City Council 
at the time of preliminary plat, final plat, or site plan whichever 
comes first. 

 

(D) Anti-Monotony. The front building elevations of a home shall not 
repeat along any block face without at least five (5) intervening 
homes of differing appearance on the same side of the street and 
six (6) intervening homes of differing appearance on the opposite 
side of the street (see Figure 6 below). The rear elevation of homes 
backing to open spaces or thoroughfares shall not repeat without at 
least five (5) intervening homes of differing appearance. Identical 
building material blends and colors may not occur on adjacent (side-
by-side) properties. Homes are considered to differ in appearance if 
any three (3) elements are different:  

 

(a) The number of stories of the home.  
 

(b) The garage location/orientation on the home.  
 

(c) The roof type and layout of the home.  
 

(d) The articulation of the front façade of the home. 
 

(E) Fencing. All residential fencing shall be subject to the requirements 
stipulated by Section 08, Fence Standards, of Article 08, Landscape 
and Fence Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.02: SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE 1.5 (SFE-1.5) 
DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family Estate 1.5 (SFE-1.5) District is the 
proper zoning classification for rural, estate lots that are a minimum 
of 1½-acres in size.  These lots are typically in areas that are located 
in the Cityôs hinterland, away from higher density residential 
developments and non-residential development.  While these 
properties are on the Cityôs periphery, they should still be provided 
with access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 
Estate 1.5 (SFE-1.5) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use 
Schedule, of Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family Estate 
1.5 (SFE-1.5) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General 
Residential District Standards, and the related standards listed 
within Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.03: SINGLE FAMILY ESTATE 2.0 (SFE-2.0) 
DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family Estate 2.0 (SFE-2.0) District is the 
proper zoning classification for rural, estate lots that are a minimum 
of two (2) acres in size.  These lots are typically in areas that are 
located in the Cityôs hinterland, away from higher density residential 
developments and non-residential development.  While these 
properties are on the Cityôs periphery, they should still be provided 
with access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 
Estate 2.0 (SFE-2.0) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use 
Schedule, of Article 04, Permissible Uses. 

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family Estate 
2.0 (SFE-2.0) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General 
Residential District Standards, and the related standards listed 
within Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.04: SINGLE FAMILY ESTATE 4.0 (SFE-4.0) 
DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family Estate 4.0 (SFE-4.0) District is the 
proper zoning classification for rural, estate lots that are a minimum 
of four (4) acres in size.  These lots are typically in areas that are 
located in the Cityôs hinterland, away from higher density residential 
developments and non-residential development.  While these 
properties are on the Cityôs periphery, they should still be provided 
with access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and drainage. 
Developers wishing to restrict their subdivision to a lot size greater 
than four (4) acres shall be required to use restrictive covenants. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 
Estate 4.0 (SFE-4.0) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use 
Schedule, of Article 04, Permissible Uses. 

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family Estate 
4.0 (SFE-4.0) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General 
Residential District Standards, and the related standards listed 
within Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.05: SINGLE-FAMILY 1 (SF-1) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose.  The Single-Family 1 (SF-1) District is the proper zoning 
classification for larger, single-family lots that are a minimum of one 
(1) acre in size or clustered developments that have a gross density 
of one (1) dwelling unit per acre.  Cluster developments should 
conserve open space, floodplains, tree groupings, natural slopes 
and wildlife habitats to achieve the desired density.  The Single-
Family 1 (SF-1) District is also intended to be used for developments 
that incorporate public/private parks, denominational and private 
schools, and churches that are essential in creating the basic 
neighborhood unit.  These developments are typically in the Cityôs 
hinterland, away from higher density residential developments and 

STREET

STREET
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non-residential developments; however, they may be used in areas 
closer to the periphery of the Cityôs developed areas, where they will 
serve as a logical transition to an estate or rural area.  These 
developments should provide access to public roadways, water, 
wastewater, and drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 1 
(SF-1) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family 1 (SF-
1) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.06: SINGLE-FAMILY 16 (SF-16) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family 16 (SF-16) District is the proper zoning 
classification for larger lot, single-family developments.  This zoning 
district also accommodates public land uses, denominational and 
private schools, churches, and public/private parks essential to 
creating the basic neighborhood unit. These developments are 
typically in areas buffered from non-residential land uses, and where 
they will serve as a logical transition from higher to lower density 
residential zoning districts.  These developments should provide 
access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 16 
(SF-16) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family 16 (SF-
16) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.07: SINGLE-FAMILY 10 (SF-10) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District is the proper zoning 
classification for the majority of the Cityôs existing single-family 
residential development, and is the appropriate zoning classification 
for single-family developments with medium sized lots.  This zoning 
district also accommodates public land uses, denominational and 
private schools, churches, and public/private parks essential to 
creating the basic neighborhood unit. These developments are 
typically in areas buffered from non-residential land uses, and where 
they will serve as a logical transition from higher to lower density 
residential zoning districts.  These developments should provide 
access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 10 
(SF-10) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family 10 (SF-
10) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.08: SINGLE-FAMILY 8.4 (SF-8.4) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family 8.4 (SF-8.4) District is the proper 
zoning classification for areas of undeveloped land remaining in the 
City deemed appropriate for medium sized, single-family lots.  This 

zoning district also accommodates public land uses, denominational 
and private schools, churches, and public/private parks essential to 
creating the basic neighborhood unit.  These developments are 
typically in areas buffered from non-residential land uses, and where 
they will serve as a logical transition from higher to lower density 
residential zoning districts.  These developments should provide 
access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 8.4 
(SF-8.4) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family 8.4 (SF-
8.4) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.09: SINGLE-FAMILY 7 (SF-7) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District is the proper zoning 
classification for single-family developments with smaller lots.  This 
zoning district also accommodates public land uses, denominational 
and private schools, churches, and public/private parks essential to 
creating the basic neighborhood unit. These developments are 
typically in areas adjacent to low intensity non-residential land uses, 
in and around the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District, and/or 
where they will serve as a logical transition from higher to lower 
density residential zoning districts.  These developments should 
provide access to public roadways, water, wastewater, and 
drainage. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Single-Family 7 
(SF-7) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Single-Family 7 (SF-
7) District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.10: ZERO LOT LINE (ZL-5) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Zero Lot Line (ZL-5) District is the proper zoning 
classification for medium-density residential developments that are 
on separate lots (i.e. single-family), and are typically owner 
occupied. This zoning district also accommodates public land uses, 
denominational and private schools, churches, and public/private 
parks essential to creating the basic neighborhood unit.  These 
developments are typically in areas buffered from non-residential 
land uses, adjacent to low intensity non-residential land uses, and/or 
where they will serve as a logical transition from higher to lower 
density residential zoning districts.  These developments have 
increased requirements for public roadways, water, wastewater, 
and drainage due to their density. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Zero Lot Line (ZL-
5) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 
04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Zero Lot Line (ZL-5) 
District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 
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SUBSECTION 03.11: TWO-FAMILY (2F) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Two-Family (2F) District is the proper zoning 
classification for medium-density, duplex developments (i.e. two [2] 
dwelling units per lot).  This zoning district accommodates low to 
medium-density developments and allows public land uses, 
denominational and private schools, churches, and public/private 
parks essential to creating the basic neighborhood unit. These 
developments are typically in areas buffered from non-residential 
land uses, but may be located directly adjacent to low intensity non-
residential land uses.  These areas are also located where they will 
serve as a logical transition from higher to lower density residential 
zoning districts.  These developments have increased requirements 
for public roadways, water, wastewater, drainage, open space and 
fire protection due to their density. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Two-Family (2F) 
District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 04, 
Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Two-Family (2F) 
District shall conform to Subsection 03.01, General Residential 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.01, Residential District Development Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 03.12: MULTI-FAMILY 14 (MF-14) DISTRICT  
 

(A) Purpose. The Multi-Family 14 (MF-14) District is the proper zoning 
classification for higher density developments.  This zoning district 
should be located within 1,200-feet of retail and other services, and 
should not contain more than 500-units within one (1) mile of 
another multi-family development.  These standards are intended to 
create a strong market for multi-family units, and provide for the 
ongoing reinvestment in these types developments while helping to 
ensure that inappropriate concentrations of higher density 
residential developments are not created.  The downtown area shall 
be exempted from the spacing requirements.   

 

The Multi-Family 14 (MF-14) District allows high density 
developments that are extremely amenitized, and that necessitate 
additional requirements for public roadways, water, wastewater, 
drainage, open space and fire protection.  These types of 
developments should not run traffic through single-family 
neighborhoods, and should be located close to an arterial or 
collector street that is capable of carrying the additional traffic. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Multi-Family 14 
(MF-14) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses. 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Multi-Family 14 (MF-
14) District shall conform to Subsection 4.01, General Commercial 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 7.02, Multi-Family District Development Standards. 

 

SECTION 04 | COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS 
 

SUBSECTION 04.01: GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
STANDARDS 
 

All commercial development shall conform to the following standards: 
 

(A) Construction Standards. 
 

(1) Roof Design Standards.  All structures shall have the option of 
being constructed with either a pitched (minimum of a 6:12 roof 
pitch), parapet, or mansard roof system as long as the roof 
system is enclosed on all sides.  Metal roofs with lapped seam 
construction, bituminous built-up roofs, and/or flat membrane-
type roofs that are visible from adjacent properties or public 
right-of-way shall be prohibited.  Projecting elements and 
parapets that are visible from adjacent properties or public 
right-of-way shall be finished on the interior side using the 
same materials as the exterior facing wall. 

 

(B) Maximum Building Height.  
 

(1) Setback Exceptions for Building Height in Commercial 
Districts.  All structures shall conform to the height 
requirements specified for the zoning district of the subject 
property as stipulated by Subsection 07.03, Non-Residential 
District Development Standards; however, the following 
features may be constructed 12-feet higher than the maximum 
height requirement if they [1] are not more than 33% of the total 
roof area, and [2] are setback from the edge of the roof a 
minimum of two (2) feet for every one (1) foot that the feature 
extends above the surface of the roof: 

 

(a) Chimneys, Church Spires, Elevator Shafts, and similar 
appendages not intended as places of occupancy and/or 
storage. 
 

(b) Flag Poles. 
 

(c) Solar Collectors and/or Similar Equipment, Fixtures, and 
Devices. 

 

(C) Building Articulation.  
 

(1) Primary Building Façades. A primary building façade is any 
building façade that has a primary entryway for a business or 
that has an adjacency to a public right-of-way, open 
space/green space, public/private park, and/or a residential 
zoning district or residentially used property.  All commercial 
buildings shall meet the standards for articulation on primary 
building façades as depicted in Figure 7. 

 

(2) Secondary Building Façade.  A secondary building façade is 
any building façade that does not have a primary entryway or 
an adjacency to a public right-of-way, open space/green 
space, public/private park, and/or a residential zoning district 
or residentially used property.  All commercial buildings shall 
meet the standards for articulation on secondary building 
façades as depicted in Figure 7. 

 

(D) Open Space Guidelines.  Commercial land uses should be designed 
to be integrated with adjacent land uses, as opposed to separating 
land uses using physical barriers or screening walls (unless 
necessary).  This should be achieved by making commercial 
developments pedestrian-oriented and easily accessible to adjacent 
developments through the use of natural buffers, open space and 
trails.  This involves creating trails that connect commercial and 
residential developments, using landscape buffers that incorporate 
berms and landscaping to separate residential and non-residential 
land uses, and utilizing building design to create compatibility with 
surrounding land uses. 
 

(E) Commercial Buildings 25,000 SF or Greater.  
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(1) Applicability. These criteria shall apply to new 
retail/commercial building construction in all commercial 
zoning districts. This criterion shall not be applied to the use, 
re-use, modification or consolidation of existing retail and/or 
commercial space developed on or before April 2, 2001, or to 
the expansion of retail space in existence on or before April 2, 
2001, that is being expanded by less than ten (10) percent of 
the existing floor area.  

 

(2) Loading Docks. Loading docks shall not be oriented towards a 
residential zoning district or residentially used property. Where 
loading areas are located parallel to a residential zoning district 
or residentially used property, they must be screened by an 
architecturally integrated masonry screening wall that is a 
minimum 14-foot in height and that runs the entire length of the 
loading space. As an alternative, the Planning and Zoning 

Commission may approve the use of a berm in conjunction with 
landscape screening standards detailed in Subsection 5.02, 
Landscape Screening, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards, if it is determined that this screening method will [1] 
provide a suitable substitute to a masonry wall, and [2] if the 
screening method will completely screen the proposed loading 
docks.  
 

(3) On-Site Circulation Guidelines.  
 

(a) On-site circulation standards should try to minimize the 
conflict between pedestrians and vehicles by placing 
driveways and service areas in locations that reduce the 
chance of interrupting on-site vehicle movement.  
 

FIGURE 7: COMMERCIAL BUILDING ARTICULATION STANDARDS 

: WALL HEIGHT. THE WALL HEIGHT SHALL BE MEASURED FROM GRADE TO THE TOP OF THE WALL.

: WALL LENGTH. THE MAXIMUM WALL LENGTH SHALL NOT EXCEED THREE (3) TIMES THE WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 3 x Ó ).

: SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT LENGTH.  THE MINIMUM LENGTH OF THE SECONDARY ENTRYWAY OR PROJECTING ARCHITECTURAL 

ELEMENT SHALL BE 25% OF THE WALL LENGTH (I.E. 25% x Ò ). 

: WALL PROJECTION.  THE MINIMUM WALL PROJECTION FOR A PRIMARY AND/OR SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL BE 25% OF THE 

WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 25% x Ò ). 

: PRIMARY AND/OR SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT WIDTH.  THE MINIMUM WALL WIDTH OF THE PRIMARY AND/OR SECONDARY 

ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL EXTEND TWICE THE REQUIRED WALL PROJECTION (I.E. 2 x Ó ). 

: PROJECTION HEIGHT.  THE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY ENTRYWAYS/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 25% OF THE WALL HEIGHT 

ABOVE THE TOP OF THE WALL (I.E. 25% x Ò ). 

: PRIMARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT LENGTH.  THE PRIMARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL MEET ALL OF THE SAME PROJECTIONS 

AS THE SECONDARY ENTRYWAYS/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT, BUT SHALL EXTEND A MINIMUM OF TWICE THE LENGTH OF THE SECONDARY ELEMENT (I.E..2 x 
Ó ). 

 

: WALL HEIGHT. THE WALL HEIGHT SHALL BE MEASURED FROM GRADE TO THE TOP OF THE WALL.

: WALL LENGTH. THE MAXIMUM WALL LENGTH SHALL NOT EXCEED THREE (3) TIMES THE WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 3 x Ó ).

: SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT LENGTH.  THE MINIMUM LENGTH OF THE SECONDARY ENTRYWAY OR PROJECTING ARCHITECTURAL 

ELEMENT SHALL BE 15% OF THE WALL LENGTH (I.E. 15% x Ò ).

: SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT WIDTH.  THE MINIMUM WALL PROJECTION FOR A SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT 

SHALL BE 15% OF THE WALL HIEGHT (I.E. 15% x Ò ). 

: PROJECTION HEIGHT.  THE SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 15% OF THE WALL HEIGHT ABOVE THE TOP OF 

THE WALL (I.E. 15% x Ò ). 
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(b) Buildings should be placed in a manner that screens the 
drive-through lane and creates pedestrian pathways and 
spaces.  
 

(c) In order to maintain on-site circulation, each drive-through 
lane is to be separate from pump islands and from routes 
necessary for entering and exiting the property.  

 

(4) Residential Adjacency Standards. Where the property 
immediately abuts a residential zoning district or residentially 
used property -- unless separated by an M4D (major collector, 
four [4] lane, divided roadway) or larger thoroughfare -- a 
minimum 25-foot wide landscaped buffer must be installed for 
buildings with a building footprint of 25,000 SF to 49,999 SF in 
area, a minimum of a 50-foot wide landscaped buffer for 
buildings with a building footprint of 50,000 SF or greater.  This 
shall be in place of the buffer required by Subsection 5.02, 
Landscape Screening, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards. The landscaped buffer must include a combination 
of berm and evergreen shrubs in addition to the requirements 
of Subsection 5.02, Landscape Screening, of Article 08, 
Landscape and Fence Standards. Planting may be grouped if 
approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
 

(5) Outside Storage. Open storage areas shall be connected to the 
building and screened with a wall that is constructed of the 
same building materials as the remainder of the primary 
structure.  
 

(6) Adaptive Reuse Standards. For those buildings over 80,000 
SF in area, the applicant must demonstrate that the building 
can be subdivided in a reasonable manner by submitting a plan 
indicating potential entrances and exits and loading areas for 
multiple tenants.  This plan will need to be submitted at the time 
of site plan. 

 
(F) Exceptions. The Planning and Zoning Commission may consider 

exceptions to the General Commercial District Standards pending a 
recommendation from the Architectural Review Board (ARB), and in 
accordance with Section 9.01, Exceptions to the General 
Standards, of Article 11, Development Applications and Review 
Procedures.  

 
SUBSECTION 04.02: RESIDENTIAL-OFFICE (RO) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Residential-Office (RO) District is a zoning district 
intended to recognize the existence of older residential areas of the 
City, where larger houses have been or can be converted from 
single-family and multi-family residences to low-intensity office uses 
in order to extend the economic life of these structures, and to allow 
the owners to justify the expenditures for repairs and modernization. 
The intent of this district is to allow for low intensity office 
development providing professional, medical and other office 
services and limited retail businesses to residents in adjacent 
neighborhoods. The Residential-Office (RO) District shall have 
principle access to major or secondary thoroughfares, and may 
serve as an area of transition between residential and high-intensity, 
non-residential uses or busy arterial thoroughfares. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Residential-Office 
(RO) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Residential-Office 
(RO) District shall conform to Subsection 04.01, General 
Commercial District Standards, and the related standards listed 
within Subsection 07.03, Non-Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 

(D) Signage. All signage permitted within the Residential-Office (RO) 
District shall conform to the requirements for signage as outline in 
Subsection 06.04, North Goliad Corridor Overlay (NGC OV) District. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.03: NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES (NS) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Neighborhood Services (NS) District is a zoning 
district intended to provide limited retail land uses near 
neighborhoods for the purpose of supplying the day-to-day retail 
and personal service needs of residents.  The Neighborhood 
Services (NS) District is typically located at limited corner locations 
on arterials in existing developments, and is intended to serve small 
service areas.  The average site is from one-half (½) acre to a 
maximum of two (2) acres.  Since these sites are typically small and 
surrounded by residential development they can appear to be spot 
zones; however, the Comprehensive Plan acknowledges the need 
to create neighborhood units, which involve the need for limited 
retail and service uses in close proximity to neighborhoods.  These 
convenience centers should be constructed to a residential scale, 
and be visually and dimensionally compatible to adjacent residential 
developments.  The Neighborhood Services (NS) District should not 
contain uses that create excessive amounts of traffic, noise, litter or 
that would not be conducive to residential adjacency.  Due to the 
residential adjacency of this zoning district, increased landscaping 
and buffering requirements are necessary.     
 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Neighborhood 
Services (NS) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use 
Schedule, of Article 04, Permissible Uses.  
 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Neighborhood 
Services (NS) District shall conform to Subsection 04.01, General 
Commercial District Standards, and the related standards listed 
within Subsection 07.03, Non-Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.04: GENERAL RETAIL (GR) DISTRICT 

 

(A) Purpose. The General Retail (GR) District is a zoning district 
intended to provide limited retail and service uses for one (1) or 
more neighborhoods. The land uses specified in this district include 
most types of retail and office activity, and are typically located on/at 
the intersections of major thoroughfares. This district does not 
include strip commercial/retail centers, large shopping centers, 
wholesaling operations, lumberyards, contractor yards, and/or 
warehouses with high volumes of commercial truck traffic. The 
General Retail (GR) District is not a major commercial/retail district, 
and should try to avoid intensive commercial land uses that carry 
large volumes of retail traffic. The noise, traffic, litter, late night 
hours, and other influences that could be harmful to residential 
areas require adequate buffering and screening from residential 
areas.  Traffic from land uses in this district should not pass through 
residential areas, except on arterial or major collectors. There are 
restrictions on access to prevent traffic congestion or an adverse 
effect on major thoroughfares adjacent to residential areas. Areas 
should not be zoned General Retail (GR) District unless they are 
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located on or close to an arterial or major collector that is capable of 
carrying increased traffic.  Since the General Retail (GR) District will 
be located close to residential areas, the development standards 
are stringent and require high standards of development similar to 
the Residential-Office (RO) and Neighborhood Services (NS) 
Districts. 
 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the General Retail 
(GR) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of 
Article 04, Permissible Uses. 

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a General Retail (GR) 
District shall conform to Subsection 04.01, General Commercial 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.03, Non-Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.05: COMMERCIAL (C) DISTRICT 

 

(A) Purpose. The Commercial (C) District is the proper zoning 
classification for most types of commercial development (e.g. larger 
shopping centers at major intersections, commercial strips along 
arterial roadways, etc.).   The land uses specified for the 
Commercial (C) District include most types of office and retail 
activity with some special provisions for wholesale land uses.  This 
district mostly excludes land uses that are not compatible with retail 
shopping (e.g. lumberyards, contractor yards, warehousing, or other 
land uses with high volumes of truck traffic and low volumes of retail 
traffic).  The noise, traffic, litter, late night hours, and other 
influences that could be harmful to neighborhoods require adequate 
buffering and mitigating factors when locating adjacent to residential 
areas.  Areas should not be zoned to Commercial (C) District unless 
they are located on or close to an arterial or major collector that is 
capable of carrying the additional traffic generated by land uses in 
this district.  In addition, these areas may require increased water, 
fire protection, wastewater and drainage capacity.  The Commercial 
(C) District is a general business zone, and is intended to service 
most commercial land uses, with the exception of land uses that 
would fall into the Heavy Commercial (HC) District.  Since the 
Commercial (C) District is general in nature, the development 
standards are less stringent and do not require as high of standards 
of development as the Residential-Office (RO), Neighborhood 
Services (NS) and General Retail (GR) Districts. 
 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Commercial (C) 
District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 04, 
Permissible Uses.  
 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Commercial (C) 
District shall conform to Subsection 04.01, General Commercial 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.03, Non-Residential District Development 
Standards. 
 

(D) Special District Requirements. 
 

(1) Business Operations and Storage. All business operations 
including storage shall be conducted within a completely 
enclosed building unless specifically authorized for the use as 
stipulated in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 04, 
Permissible Uses. This excludes off-street parking and loading, 
incidental display of retail items for sale, retail outlets where 
gasoline products are sold and drive-in businesses. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.06: HEAVY COMMERCIAL (HC) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Heavy Commercial (HC) District is the proper zoning 
classification for commercial establishments that may involve uses 
that would not be suitable in the other commercial zoning districts.  
Included in this district are commercial uses that involve large 
volumes of commercial truck traffic, outside operations, outside 
storage of materials and equipment, excessive noise from heavy 
service operations, and/or any other possibly adverse operations. 
The Heavy Commercial (HC) District is commercial in nature, but 
has some aspects that are similar to industrial land uses. The zoning 
district allows noise, traffic, litter, late night hours, outside storage of 
materials and equipment, and other influences that could be harmful 
if directly adjacent to residential areas, and will require adequate 
buffering and other mitigating factors if such an adjacency exists.  
Areas should not be zoned to Heavy Commercial (HC) District 
unless they are located on or close to an arterial that is capable of 
carrying large volumes of commercial truck traffic. Businesses 
locating in the Heavy Commercial (HC) District should work with the 
City to ensure that water, wastewater, and drainage capacity is 
adequate before locating on a particular property, and that streets 
in and adjacent to this district are of a size and strength to 
accommodate commercial truck traffic. 

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Heavy 
Commercial (HC) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use 
Schedule, of Article 04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Commercial (C) 
District shall conform to Subsection 04.01, General Commercial 
District Standards, and the related standards listed within 
Subsection 07.03, Non-Residential District Development 
Standards. 

 

(D) Special District Requirements. 
 

(1) Outside Storage.  
 

(a) All outside storage shall be placed behind the front facade 
of the main structure. This does not apply to uses that 
allow incidental display, in which case only the amount of 
goods necessary for display purposes shall be exempt 
from this requirement.  
 

(b) All outside storage shall be screened from streets and 
public areas in accordance with the requirements of 
Subsection 01.05, Screening Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 04.07: DOWNTOWN (DT) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose, Goals and Intent. 
 

(1) Purpose. The purpose of the Downtown District is to implement 
the adopted recommendations of the comprehensive plan and 
Downtown Plan by encouraging new development and 
redevelopment in the Downtown area. 

 

The goals of this zoning district are: 
 

(a) To make the downtown area a sustainable ñGreat Placeò 
within the region that will attract high quality investment 
and reinvestment over time. 
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(b) To capitalize on the existing historic character of the 
downtown and provide Rockwall with a thriving downtown 
center. 
 

(c) To provide development and land use flexibility within the 
framework of a form-based development zoning district. 
 

(d) To provide a mix of residential, retail and office uses in a 
pedestrian-friendly environment. 
 

The intent of this zoning district is: 
 

(a) To provide a comfortable and attractive environment for 
pedestrians which include such things as buildings 
framing public space, street trees, lighting and awnings 
that will attract pedestrians. 
 

(b) To construct continuous building frontage along block 
faces except where it is desirable to provide for pedestrian 
and auto pass-throughs to parking at mid-block. 
 

(c) To provide shared and consolidated parking both on-
street and in the center of blocks that will benefit the entire 
district. 
 

(d) To contribute to the definition and use of public sidewalks, 
parks and plazas. 
 

(e) To design and build an infrastructure of buildings to 
accommodate a range of uses over time without the need 
to destroy older buildings and rebuild them for each 
successive use. 
 

(f) To design streets and buildings which will contribute to 
creating a safe environment. 

 

(B) Definitions.  
 
(1) Purpose.  For the purposes of this section, the following 

definitions shall apply. 
 

(a) Primary Building Facade. Any facade that faces a public 
street or open space. 

 

(b) Downtown District Engineering and Landscape 
Standards. Any approved city standards which govern 
such items as street, streetscape, drainage, signage and 
other public improvements in the Downtown (DT) District. 

 

(c) Primary Entry. The main entry to a building on a block 
face. There must be at least one (1) main building entry 
for each ground floor use, tenant or lobby on each block 
face which contains the use or tenant. Any additional 
building entries may be considered a secondary entry. 

 

(d) Feature Buildings. Buildings which are located on axis 
with a terminating street or open space, or at the 
intersection of streets. Such buildings shall incorporate 
architectural features which address height and 
articulation that emphasize the importance of such a 
location. 

 

(e) Historic Core. See the regulating plan for historic core 
boundaries which is on file in the City secretaryôs office. 

 

(f) Long-Term Parking. Customer or tenant parking which is 
intended for the primary use of vehicles parked for a 

duration of more than two hours and neither priced nor 
managed to encourage turnover. 

 

(g) Reserved Parking. Parking which is assigned or reserved 
for tenants or visitors of a building or business. 

 

(h) Shared Parking. Parking which is shared by tenants, 
visitors and the public. Hours of availability may be further 
defined in cooperation with the City. 

 

(i) Short-Term Parking. Customer or tenant parking which is 
intended to serve commercial businesses or residential 
uses that has a regular turnover of two hours or less. 

 

(j) Regulating Plan. The plan approved by the City which 
applies the Downtown District and which identifies certain 
subdistricts and the location of required retail at grade, 
among other items. 

 

(k) Stoop. A structure that is located approximately at the 
level of the first floor of the structure and intended to 
provide access to a residential unit. 

 

(l) Story. That portion of a building, other than a basement, 
included between the surface of any floor and the surface 
of the floor next above it, or if there is no floor above it, 
then the space between the floor and the ceiling above 
the floor of such story. This includes any mezzanine or loft 
which may comprise only a portion of a full floor plate. 

 

(m) Major Waiver to Design Standards. A significant change 
to both the standards and intent of this zoning district, and 
involves Planning and Zoning Commission and City 
Council approval. 

 

(n) Minor Waiver to Design Standards. A minor change to the 
standards, but not the intent, of this zoning district and 
involves staff approval. 

 

(C) General District Standards. 
 

(1) Regulating Plan. 
 

(a) Authority. A regulating plan is the coding key for 
application of this districtôs provisions to properties, and 
shall be considered part of this zoning district. It may 
establish such things as: 
 

(1) Major street types within the district; 
 

(a) Sub-district areas; 
 

(b) Required at-grade retail construction; 
 

(c) Public open space and plazas; and 
 

(d) Regional hike and bike corridors. 
 

(b) Zoning of Property. 
 

(1) Downtown Development Plan Required. An 
approved downtown development plan which is 
consistent with this Unified Development Code 
(UDC) and the regulating plan shall be required prior 
to issuance of any building permit. 
 

(2) Nonconformity. Uses which are legal and conforming 
at the time of rezoning to the Downtown District shall 
continue as legal conforming uses under their 
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current standards until those uses are deemed 
abandoned.  For example: 

 

(a) They have been replaced with a conforming 
use; 

 

(b) Such building or structure is or hereafter 
becomes vacant and remains unoccupied or 
out of use for a continuous period of six months, 
or the special equipment and furnishings 
peculiar to the non-conforming use have been 
removed from the premises and have not been 
replaced within such six-month period; or 
 

(c) The intention of the owner to permanently 
discontinue the use is apparent. 

 

(2) Waivers of Design Standards. In order to provide flexibility and 
create high quality projects, standards in the Downtown District 
may receive a waiver from City staff, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, and/or the City Council. (See subsection VIII.B, 
Waivers, below, for applicability, processes and procedures.) 

 

(a) Minor waivers are limited to the following: 
 

(1) Depth or height of required retail space. 
 

(2) Requirement to line a parking garage with buildings. 
 

(3) Requirement for continuous building frontage. 
 

(4) Establishment of build-to line. 
 

(5) Encroachment into the build-to line. 
 

(6) Residential landscape requirement. 
 

(7) Increased building height for ñfeatureò buildings. 
 

(8) Design of buildings without tri-partite architecture. 
 

(9) Required frequency of building entries along a 
street edge. 

 

(10)  Window detailing. 
 

(11)  Exterior building materials. 
 

(12)  Exterior building color. 
 

(13) Retail at grade design standards. 
 

(14) Balcony and patio railing. 
 

(15) Landscape standards. 
 

(16) Location of bicycle parking. 
 

(b) Major waivers may include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

 

(1) Required retail construction. 
 

(2) Building height for non-feature buildings. 
 

(3) Exceeding the maximum leasable retail area. 
 

(4) Required setback of the fourth floor and above. 
 

(5) Residential at grade design standards. 
 

(6) Parking requirements. 
 

(7) Parking garage design standards. 

 

(3) Function/Land Use. 
 

(a) Land Use. 
 

(1) Retail, personal service, residential and office uses 
shall be allowed throughout the district. For a specific 
list of permitted uses, see Article 04, Permissible 
Uses, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 
 

(2) Where Required Retail Construction is designated 
on the regulating plan, the ground floor adjacent to 
the street shall be constructed to retail building 
standards for a depth of at least 50-feet, however, a 
smaller depth may be allowed if the retail is serving 
as a liner use which is masking a parking garage by 
minor waiver. 

 

(3) All access drives shall require a minor waiver. 
 

(4) Block Face. It is intended that building walls should be 
continuous along block faces to create a strong edge to the 
street and contribute to creating an attractive and active 
pedestrian environment. Contributing to that goal, however, is 
to allow some limited variation and opportunities for outside 
dining, pocket parks and special building entry features. 
 

(a) Block Length. The length of new blocks should not be less 
than 200-feet, nor more than 600-feet. 
 

(b) Block Faces.  Block faces shall contain continuous 
building frontage with the exception of a mid-block access 
to parking which is no greater than 34-feet in width and 
16-feet in height. 

 

(c) Continuous Building Frontage will be considered to be 
met if the primary building facade is located within five feet 
of the build-to line requirement. However, administrative 
approval of a minor waiver will permit up to 15% of the 
building frontage to be up to 15 feet behind the build-to 
line provided that it results in an attractive outdoor dining 
area, building entry feature or other amenity which 
contributes to the streetscape. A greater increase shall 
require approval of a major waiver. 
 

(d) Façades.  Façades shall generally be built parallel to the 
street frontage, except at street intersections, where a 
corner facade containing a primary building entrance may 
be curved or angled toward an intersection. 

 

(e) Build-To-Lines (i.e. Setbacks). 
 

(1) Build-to lines shall be measured from the planned 
street back-of-curb, as established on the approved 
regulating plan for the district and the standards in 
the Unified Development Code (UDC) [see Table 1, 
2 & 3 for Downtown District Standards below], or the 
Cityôs approved Master Thoroughfare Plan. The 
entire area between the back-of-curb and the 
primary building facade shall be dedicated as public 
right-of-way or have a public easement placed upon 
it. 
 

(2) Awnings may encroach above the public sidewalk 
without limit, provided they leave a minimum 
clearance of 7.5-feet above the sidewalk, and are set 
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back a minimum of 18-inches from the back of curb 
and will not impede street tree growth. 

 
(5) Streetscape and Landscape. 

 

(a) Streetscape standards shall be established by the City 
for sidewalk paving, street trees, tree grates, lighting 
fixtures, trash receptacles and benches for both 
residential and nonresidential ground-level frontages. 
 

(b) Non-residential ground floor frontages shall not be 
required to provide additional landscaping beyond that 
required in the Downtown District engineering and 
landscape standards. 
 

(c) Residential ground floor frontages shall be required to 
landscape a minimum of five feet between the edge of 
sidewalk and the primary building facade, excluding 
access to sidewalks, stairs, stoops, porches and patios. 
This area may be landscaped with ground cover, low 
shrubs, ornamental trees and street trees. In addition, 
street tree wells may also be landscaped. Landscaping 
for tree wells is limited to ground cover and low shrubs. 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Right Side of Page é 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE 1: DOWNTOWN DISTRICT STANDARDS FOR BUILDING HEIGHT 
 

BUILDING HEIGHT (1) & (3) 
BLOCKS FACING 

THE SQUARE 

BLOCKS FACING 
SINGLE-FAMILY 

ZONING 
ALL OTHER 

BLOCKS 

MAXIMUM # OF STORIES 4 2 (1) 4 

MINIMUM # OF STORIES 2 2 2 

 
TABLE 2: DOWNTOWN DISTRICT STANDARDS FOR BUILD-TO-LINE 
 

BUILD-TO LINE (2) 
BLOCKS FACING 

THE SQUARE 

BLOCKS FACING 
SINGLE-FAMILY 

ZONING 
ALL OTHER 

BLOCKS 

GOLIAD STREET AND 

ALAMO STREET (4) 
20-Feet 20-Feet 18-Feet 

RUSK, WASHINGTON 

AND DENNISON (5) 
20-Feet 20-Feet 24-Feet 

ALL OTHER ROADS 18-Feet 18-Feet 18-Feet 

 
TABLE 3: DOWNTOWN DISTRICT STANDARDS FOR PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 
 

PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY 
WIDTH 

BLOCKS FACING 
THE SQUARE 

BLOCKS FACING 
SINGLE-FAMILY 

ZONING 
ALL OTHER 

BLOCKS 

NON-RESIDENTIAL 10-Feet 10-Feet 10-Feet (5) 

RESIDENTIAL (6) 6-Feet 6-Feet 6-Feet 

 
NOTES:  
(1): MAXIMUM OF TWO (2) STORIES WHEN THE BUILDING IS WITHIN 200-FEET OF 

SINGLE-FAMILY ZONED PROPERTY.  
(2): BUILD-TO-LINES ARE MEASURED FROM THE BACK OF CURB OF THE PLANNED 

STREET AS SET OUT IN THE APPROVED REGULATING PLAN FOR THE 
DISTRICT. THE SETBACK RANGE IS ESTABLISHED FOR THE BLOCK FACE. 
[SEE SUBSECTION 04.07(C)(4), BLOCK FACE].  

(3): INCREASED HEIGHT FOR FEATURE BUILDINGS MAY BE APPROVED AS PART 

OF SITE PLAN APPROVAL BY MINOR WAIVER. ADDITIONAL HEIGHT FOR 
OTHER BUILDINGS SHALL BE CONSIDERED A MAJOR WAIVER. 

(4): EXCEPT ALONG GOLIAD STREET BETWEEN WASHINGTON STREET AND 

KAUFMAN STREET, WHERE EXISTING BUILDING LINES WILL BE ENFORCED. 
(5): SIDEWALK TABLES MAY BE ALLOWED BY THE CITY IN RETAIL AREAS. 
(6): EXCEPT RUSK STREET BETWEEN ST. AUGUSTINE STREET AND ALAMO 

STREET WHERE EXISTING HISTORIC BUILDING LINES WILL BE ENFORCED. 

 
(D) Buildings. 

 

(1) Intent. It is the intent of this zoning district to create an attractive 
and active village style district and the size, disposition, 
function, and design of buildings, play an important role in 
achieving that goal. 
 

(a) Buildings should directly contribute to the attractiveness, 
safety and function of the street and other public areas. 
 

(b) Buildings that accommodate retail at grade should feature 
the retail activity over the buildingôs architecture. 

 

(c) Buildings should be constructed in a manner, and with 
materials, that are highly durable and will continue to 
endure and be attractive over a long time, especially 
adjacent to public and pedestrian areas. 

 

(d) It is intended by this zoning district to encourage a variety 
of building and design solutions in response to the 
standards and regulations outlined herein. 

 

(2) Building Standards. 
 

FIGURE 8: EXAMPLE OF A BUILD-TO-LINE 

: BACK OF CURB

: PEDESTRIAN WAY/SIDEWALK

: BUILD-TO-LINE
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(a) Building Form. 
 

(1) The maximum retail area allowed for a single user 
shall be 40,000 square feet. Any lease which 
exceeds this size shall require approval of a major 
waiver. 

 

(2) All buildings shall be designed and constructed in tri-
partite architecture so that they have a distinct base, 
middle and top. 

 

(3) Buildings which are located on axis with a 
terminating street or at the intersection of streets 
shall be considered a feature building. Such 
buildings shall be designed with features which take 
advantage of that location, such as an accentuated 
entry and a unique building articulation which is off-
set from the front wall planes and goes above the 
main building eave or parapet line. 

 

 
 

(b) Architectural Features. 
 

(1) Buildings which are greater than three (3) stories in 
height must be set back at the fourth floor at least 
eight feet behind the building face of the first three 
floors along street frontages. Any change to this 
standard shall be considered a major waiver. 
 

(2) Windows shall have at least a four (4) inch reveal and 
except for retail at grade, shall be vertical in 
proportion. 
 

(3) No glass curtain wall shall be permitted except by 
approval of major waiver. 

 

(4) Each building and separate lease space at grade 
along the street edge shall have a functioning 
primary entry from the sidewalk. Such entries must 
be inset from the front building plane by at least five 
feet. Secondary entries may be set back as little as 
three (3) feet. Functioning entries must be located no 

greater than 30-feet apart. Corner entries may count 
as a primary entry for both intersecting street 
frontages. 

 

(5) Architectural elements of the primary building facade 
may encroach beyond the build-to line by up to five 
feet provided that pedestrian flow will not be 
significantly impeded, with a minor waiver. These 
elements may include stoops, porches, bay 
windows, eaves, planters and light wells for a below 
grade floor. Balconies, canopies and awnings are not 
limited in their encroachment, provided that they do 
not substantially interfere with pedestrian movement 
and street tree growth. This does not apply to the 
historic core. 

 

 
 

 

(c) External Facade Materials. The following shall apply to all 
exterior walls of buildings and parking structures which 
are clearly visible from a public street, walkway or open 
space: 
 

(1) Ground floor exterior walls, excluding windows, 
doors, and other openings, shall be constructed of 
100% brick, natural or cast stone on the exterior 
facade. 
 

(2) Overall, a minimum of 85% of exterior walls which 
face on a street right-of-way, plaza or open space, 
excluding windows, doors, and other openings, shall 
be constructed of brick, natural or cast stone. Where 
such a wall turns a corner, the surface materials shall 
continue around the corner a minimum of eight feet.  
 

(3) The remainder may be constructed of 
noncombustible materials including exterior stucco 
and class PB exterior insulating and finishing 
systems (EIFS). Stucco and EIFS shall be used only 
for walls, architectural features, and embellishments 
not subject to pedestrian contact. On wholly 
residential structures, cementitious fiberboard may 

FIGURE 9: EXAMPLE OF TRI-PARTITE ARCHITECTURE 

: TOP; : MIDDLE; : BASE

FIGURE 10: 4TH FLOOR SETBACK REQUIREMENT 

MINIMUM EIGHT (8) 
FOOT SETBACK AT 
THE 4TH FLOOR 
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be used for up to ten (10) percent of the facade 
provided it is above the ground floor. 

 

(4) Unpainted metal, or metal subject to ordinary rusting 
shall not be used as a building material. Factory 
finished metal elements as well as metals that 
develop an attractive oxidized finish, such as copper, 
galvanized metal, stainless steel or weathering steel, 
may be used as architectural accents by minor 
waiver approval. 

 

(5) Windows and glazing shall be a minimum of 30% up 
to a maximum of 70% of each building elevation. 
[See Subsection (D)(2)(f), Non-Residential at Grade, 
below for special requirements for retail at grade]. 

 

(6) A variation of up to 15% of the standards above, and 
the material type may be approved by administrative 
approval of a minor waiver, provided that the change 
will result in an improved architectural design without 
degrading the quality of public areas or increasing 
the need for maintenance. 

 

(d) Color. 
 

(1) The dominant color of all buildings (including above 
grade parking structures shall be muted shades of 
warm gray, red, green, beige and/or brown. Black, 
gold and stark white shall not be used except as an 
accent color.  There are no restrictions on accent 
colors which comprise less than one (1) percent of 
the building face, except that florescent colors are 
prohibited. 
 

(2) Roof colors shall be a shade of cool gray, warm gray, 
brown or red. 

 

(e) Residential at Grade. 

 

(1) All buildings which are constructed for residential 
units at grade shall include a primary front door 

entrance into the unit which may be accessed from 
the sidewalk. Any change to this standard shall be 
considered a major waiver. 
 

(2) The entry shall be located a minimum of two (2) feet 
above the sidewalk elevation and include a minimum 
24-square-foot stoop. Any change to this standard 
shall be considered a major waiver. 

(3) Units must also include windows which provide 
residents a view of the street and sidewalk area. Any 
change to this standard shall be considered a major 
waiver. 

 

(4) Lobbies to upper stories may be located at grade 
level. 

 

(5) Balcony and patio railings and fences shall be 
constructed of wrought iron or metal. Wood fences 
and railings and chain-link fencing are prohibited. 
Masonry columns may be used on patios provided 
that they are used as accents. 

 

(f) Non-Residential at Grade. 

 

(1) The ground floor entry must be located at the 
approximate elevation of the adjacent sidewalk. 
 

(2) Retail uses adjacent to the sidewalk at grade shall: 
 

(a) Be constructed to meet fire code separation 
from any other uses constructed above; 
 

(b) Have a minimum clear height of 16-feet 
between finished floor and the bottom of the 
structure above. Mezzanines within the retail 
space shall be allowed per building code; 

 

(c) Have a canopy which extends at least six feet 
over the sidewalk for at least 75% of the 
frontage on any portion of a building located on 
the north, east or west side of a street and 
public sidewalk; and 

 

(d) Have clear glass windows for at least 60%, but 
no greater than 80%, of the ground floor facade. 

FIGURE 11: EXAMPLE OF RESIDENTIAL AT GRADE 

: RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE/PATIO SETBACK; 

: CLEAR SIDEWALK

: TREE, LIGHTING AND BIKE RACK ZONE 

: ONE (1) FOOT DISMOUNT STRIP

: ELEVATED PRIVATE PATIO

FIGURE 12: EXAMPLE OF NON-RESIDENTIAL AT GRADE 

: SIDEWALK WITH POSSIBLE OUTDOOR SEATING AND DINING

: TREE, LIGHTING AND BIKE RACK ZONE

: ONE (1) FOOT DISMOUNT STRIP 
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(e) No outdoor storage is permitted. Outdoor retail 
display or sales shall require a permit from the 
City.  

 

(E) Parking. 
 

(1) Automobile Parking. 
 

(a) Intent. The following is the intent of the Cityôs parking 
policies and the Downtown Zoning District: 

 

(1) Support the creation of shared parking in order to 
enable visitors to park once at a convenient location 
and to access a variety of commercial enterprises in 
a pedestrian-friendly environment. 

 

(2) Manage parking so that it is convenient and efficient, 
and supports an active and vibrant retail 
environment. 
 

(3) Ensure visibility and ease of access to parking. 
 

(4) Maximize on-street parking. 
 

(5) Provide flexibility for changes in land uses which 
have different parking requirements within the 
district. 
 

(6) Provide flexibility for the redevelopment of small 
sites. 
 

(7) Design parking structures so that they do not 
dominate the public environment by lining the edge 
of structures with residential or commercial uses. 

 

(8) Avoid diffused, inefficient single-purpose reserved 
parking. 

 

(9) Avoid adverse parking impacts on residential 
neighborhoods. 

 

(b) Parking Requirements. Off-street and on-street facilities 
shall be provided as required in Article 06, Parking and 
Loading, of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

(1) Parking Reductions. 
 

(a)  Properties in the historic core shall receive a 
credit for the number of parking spaces which 
would normally be required for retail use on the 
ground floor of any existing or new structure. To 
achieve this credit, however, retail or restaurant 
use must be located on the ground floor. 

 

(b)    In the remainder of the district, on-street parking 
which is directly in front of the development site 
may be counted toward the parking requirement 
for the development. 

 

(2) Achieving Automobile Parking. 
 

(a) Parking requirements may be met on-site, curb-
side, by lease from the City or its designated 
authority or by payment of cash-in-lieu of 
parking to the City or its designated authority. 
 

(b) Due to the limited land area within the historic 
core and the need to provide off-site parking, 

development shall be eligible to receive a 
reduction in the cost for the payment to the City 
for the required cash fee or the lease payments. 
The amount and the terms of the reduction shall 
be determined by the City manager or his 
designee by individual agreements. 

 

(c) The City manager or designee shall annually 
establish the following: 

 

(1) The leasing rates for city-provided parking 
spaces as a result of the need to provide 
such spaces for new development; and 
 

(2) The cost of construction of a parking space 
in a parking structure for the purposes of 
establishing cash-in-lieu payments. 

 

(3) Parking Location. All off-street parking shall be 
located behind buildings which face on a street or 
public open space. Any change to this standard shall 
be considered a major waiver. 

 

(4) At-Grade Parking. Any at-grade parking lots fronting 
roadways which may be approved shall be set back 
not less than ten feet from the right-of-way line of 
such roadways, and screened from view as outlined 
in Subsection (F), Landscaping Requirements. 

 

(5) Parking Garages. Parking garages that have 
frontage on public streets shall comply with all 
setback and build-to standards as established in 
Tables 1, 2 & 3, Downtown District Standards, and 
Subsection (D)(2)(c), External Facade Materials. 
However: 

 

(a) Parking garages which are adjacent to a street 
shall be set back a minimum of 50-feet and lined 
with buildings containing any permitted use but 
parking. 

 

(b) All parking garages shall be constructed with 
flat parking decks for ease in re-use of all or 
portions of the structure when parking demand 
wanes, unless otherwise approved by major 
waiver. 

 

(c) Off-street below grade parking is permitted to 
the lot lines, but must be designed to allow for 
utilities and planting of landscape as defined in 
Subsection (F), Landscaping Requirements. 

 

(6) Shared Parking. 
 

(a) Uses may join in establishing shared parking 
areas if it can be demonstrated that the parking 
for two (2) or more specific uses occurs at 
alternating time periods. Required parking shall 
be determined based on parking demand for 
the peak parking period, as determined by a 
parking analysis study approved by the Director 
of Planning and Zoning. 

 

(b) Shared parking shall be clearly designated with 
signs and markings. 
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(2) Bicycle Parking. 
 

(a)   Goals. Bicycle parking is required in order to encourage 
the use of bicycles by providing safe and convenient 
places to park bicycles. 

 

(b) Required bicycle parking. Bicycle parking shall be 
provided based on at least one (1) space for each ten 
automobile parking spaces required as part of the base 
parking requirements above. 
 

(c) Bicycle Parking Standards. 
 

(1) Location. 
 

(a) Required bicycle parking must be located within 
50 feet of an entrance to the building. With 
approval of a minor waiver, bicycle parking may 
be located in the public right-of-way. 
 

(b) Bicycle parking may be provided within a 
building, but the location must be easily 
accessible to bicycles. 

 

(2) Covered Spaces. If covered spaces for motor 
vehicles are provided on-site, then 50% of the 
bicycle parking shall also be covered, unless 
otherwise approved by minor waiver. 
 

(3) Signs.  
 

(a) All monument signs in the Downtown (DT) 
District shall conform to the signage 
requirements stipulated by Subsection 06.04, 
North Goliad Corridor Overlay (NGC OV) 
District.  All other signage shall conform to 
Chapter 32, Signs, of the Municipal Code of 
Ordinances.  
 

(b) If the bicycle parking is not visible from the 
street, then a sign must be posted indicating the 
location of the bicycle parking facilities. 

 

(4) Rack Types and Required Areas. Bicycle racks and 
the area required for parking and maneuvering must 
meet the Downtown District engineering and 
landscape standards or be approved by minor waiver 
(see below). Bicycle lockers may also be allowed as 
part of meeting the bicycle parking requirement, but 
must be approved as to type and location. 

 

(d) Standards for Bicycle Rack Types and Dimensions. 
 

(1)  Rack Type. 
 

(a) Bicycle rack types and standards shall be 
approved by the City. 

 

(b)   Parking Space Dimensions. 
 

(1) Bicycle parking spaces must be at least six 
feet long and two feet wide, and in covered 
situations, the overhead clearance must 
be at least seven feet. 
 

(2) An aisle for bicycle maneuvering must be 
provided and maintained beside or 

between each row of bicycle parking. This 
aisle must be at least five feet wide. 

 

(3) Each required bicycle parking space must 
be accessible without moving another 
bicycle. 

 

(4) Areas set aside for bicycle parking must be 
clearly marked and reserved for bicycle 
parking only. 

 
(F) Streetscape, Lighting and Mechanical. 

 

(1) Intent. 
 

(a) It is the intent of this zoning district to provide a level and 
consistency of lighting that supports pedestrian activity 
and promotes safety. 

 

(b) The entire district shall utilize the basic fixtures and 
furnishings in the public areas as may be approved by the 
City for this district. 

 
(c) Mechanical equipment shall not be clearly visible from the 

street or other public area. 
 

(2) Standards. 
 

(a) For streetscape and lighting specifications, see the 
Subsection (H), Downtown District Engineering and 
Landscape Standards. 
 

(b) Lighting elements shall be incandescent, metal Halide, or 
halogen only. No HID or fluorescent lights (except 
fluorescent bulbs that screw into standard socket fixtures) 
may be used on the exterior of buildings. 

 

(c) All lighting shall be focused downward or narrowly 
focused on its intended target such as signing, parking 
and pedestrian walkways. No lighting source from a 
commercial activity shall be visible by a residential unit. 

 

(d) Mechanical and electrical equipment, transformers, 
meters, garbage containers and loading areas shall be 
located and screened so that they are not visible from the 
street or other public area. 

 

(1) Mechanical equipment shall be screened from view 
from all public roadways and located to minimize 
noise intrusion to adjacent properties. The required 
screening must be composed of the same exterior 
materials as the buildings on the lot, or through the 
use of masonry walls, ornamental fence (80% 
opaque), evergreen landscape material, or 
combination thereof. 
 

(2) All roof-mounted mechanical elements must be 
screened from view from the public right-of-way and 
neighboring properties. Screening must be 
architecturally compatible with the building design. 

 

(3) Loading, service and trash storage areas shall be 
screened from all public roadways. Refuse 
containers must be placed on a designed, reinforced 
concrete pad and approach. The required screening 
must be composed of the same exterior materials as 
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the buildings on the lot, or through the use of 
masonry walls, ornamental fence (80% opaque), 
evergreen landscape material, or combination 
thereof. 

 

(e) Any bicycle parking in the public right-of-way shall be 
located within the band created by street trees and 
pedestrian street lights; however, it must be placed in a 
manner that avoids conflicts with pedestrian and vehicular 
paths. 
 

(G) Landscape Requirements. Landscaping within the Downtown 
District shall comply with the provisions in this subsection, the Cityôs 
streetscape standards and the standards contained in Article 08, 
Landscaping and Fence Standards, of this Unified Development 
Code (UDC). Where conflicts exist between this district and Article 
08, Landscaping and Fence Standards, of this Unified Development 
Code (UDC), the requirements in this district shall be applied. 

 

(1) Street Trees. Street trees shall be large shade tree species 
having a minimum caliper of four inches, selected in 
accordance with the Cityôs landscape standards. Street trees 
shall be planted at least 20-feet on center. 

 

(2) Plant Material. Front yards shall be landscaped adjacent to 
residential at grade per the diagram in Subsection (D)(2)(e), 
Residential at Grade, above. Plant materials shall consist of 
shade trees, ornamental trees, shrubs, evergreen ground 
covers, vines, and seasonal color. 

 

(3) Paving Material. 
 

(a) Paving material shall be warm toned, natural materials 
such as brick, stone and concrete. Asphalt may be 
approved as part of a minor waiver. 

 

(b) Gravel as a paving material is prohibited. 
 

(4) Parking Lot Landscape. 
 

(a) Landscaping of the internal surface parking area shall not 
be required unless it is planned to serve as long-term 
parking. In which case, such long-term surface parking 
areas shall meet the requirements of Subsection (F), 
Landscaping Requirements. For the purpose of this 
subsection, long-term parking shall be determined by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning, and may include parking 
which has a likelihood of being in place for a period of ten 
years or more. 

 

(b) Surface parking lots shall be screened from all adjacent 
public streets and neighboring sites. The screen must 
extend along all edges of the parking lot and must be 
three feet in height, 80% opaque, and may be 
accomplished through the use of masonry walls, 
ornamental metal, evergreen plant materials, or a 
combination thereof. Planting beds for screen planting 
shall be a minimum of three feet in width. 

 

(c) Interior parking lot landscape shall be consistent with 
Article 08, Landscape Standards, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC). 

 

(d) Parking spaces shall not exceed ten spaces in a row 
without being interrupted by a landscaped island (nine [9] 

foot minimum). Islands shall be planted with a minimum 
of one (1) shade tree for every ten (10) cars. 

 

(H) Administration. 
 

(1) Intent. It is the intent that a developer or builder who wishes to 
develop under this zoning district will be processed in an 
expedited manner with administrative approvals, and may in 
fact qualify for incentives under other separate city programs. 
However, if there are substantial major waivers requested, 
additional approvals shall be required which may delay 
development progress. 

 

(2) Waivers of Design Standards. 
 

(a) For the purposes of this district, there shall be two types 
of waivers of design standards: minor and major. 
Requests for waivers shall not be subject to review or 
decision by the zoning board of adjustment. A waiver 
request may only be made in conjunction with an 
application for a downtown development plan. 

 

(b) Minor Waivers are those changes to design standards in 
the Downtown District identified in Subsection (C)(2), 
Waivers of Design Standards, may be approved 
administratively by the Director of Planning and Zoning or 
his designee in conjunction with a decision on an 
application for approval of a downtown development plan. 
All minor waivers must meet the full intent of this zoning 
district as stated in section I. Appeals to decisions 
concerning minor waivers may be made to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 

 

(c) Major Waivers are major changes to the design standards 
in the Downtown District. Major waivers may only be 
approved by the City Council, following a 
recommendation by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, in conjunction with a decision on an 
application for approval of a downtown development plan. 
Examples of major waivers are listed in Subsection III.B 
above; however, the City Council reserves the right to 
grant a major waiver to any standard not specifically 
designated as a minor waiver contained in this Article 
pending the City Council finds that the waiver: 

 

(1) Meets the general intent of this district in which the 
property is located; 

 

(2) Will result in an improved project which will be an 
attractive contribution to the district; and 

 

(3) Will not prevent the realization of the intent of this 
district. 

 

(d) The City may impose conditions on granting any waiver to 
mitigate negative impacts neighboring properties or public 
streets or open space. 

 

(3) Downtown Development Plan Approval. 
 

(a) Prior to obtaining a building permit, a downtown 
development plan must be approved by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning or his designee, to certify that it 
meets the purpose, intent and standards contained in this 
zoning district. 
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(b) Downtown development plans must include the following 
information: 

 

¶ Site Plan 

¶ Building Elevations and Sections 

¶ Building Function/Proposed Use 

¶ Parking Standards Being Met 

¶ Landscape Plan 

¶ Any Waivers being Requested 
 

(c) Applications for downtown development plan approval 
shall be reviewed within 30-days of being formally 
accepted by the City. At such time, the approval, approval 
with conditions or denial shall be forwarded to the 
applicant. However, applications including a request for a 
major waiver shall be scheduled for Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Council action. 

 

(d) Denial of a downtown development plan may be appealed 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council 
within 30-days of notification of such denial 

 

(4) Lapse of Approval. If a building permit has not been obtained 
within two years following approval of the downtown 
development plan, such plan shall lapse unless the property 
owner requests an extension prior to the expiration of the two-
year period. The request for an extension shall be considered 
by the planning director, or he may at his discretion refer the 
decision to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City 
Council in the same manner as for approval of the downtown 
development plan. The Director of Planning and Zoning (or the 
City Council, upon recommendation by the commission) may 
grant an extension of the time for expiration of the downtown 
development plan for a period not to exceed one (1) year from 
the date of initial approval of the application. Every request for 
an extension shall include a statement of the reasons why the 
expiration date should be extended. The decision-maker may 
grant a request for extension upon demonstration that 
circumstances beyond the control of the applicant have 
resulted in the applicantôs inability to perform the tasks 
necessary to prevent the downtown development plan from 
expiring before the lapse date. The commission or the City 
Council also may terminate the downtown development plan or 
may attach additional conditions to the extension of the plan. 
 

(5) Platting in the Downtown District. Plats in the Downtown 
District shall ensure public access easements over sidewalk 
areas and shared drive access. 
 

(I) Downtown District Engineering and Landscape Standards. 
 

(1) Downtown Plan. The Downtown District Engineering and 
Landscape Standards shall be in accordance with the 
approved Rockwall Downtown Plan. 
 

(2) Street Trees. 
 

(a) Trees which may be planted adjacent to sidewalks, alleys 
and streets are limited to the trees depicted in the tables 
contained in Appendix C, Landscaping Guidelines and 
Requirements, of this Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

(b) Shade trees shall be used for all formal street tree planting 
unless prohibited by the Texas Department of 

Transportation, in which case smaller ornamental trees 
may be used. 
 

(c) Each street shall be planted with a focus on one (1) 
species to reinforce street character 

 

(3) Street Furniture. 
 

(a) The Downtown District shall utilize the following street 
furniture in accordance with Map 1: Downtown District: 

 

(J) Streetscape Elements. All streetscape elements described here 
within, are not intended to be the final product specification. The 
electrical engineer, architect, landscape architect or other 
professional designer should verify the product color, material and 
style number, prior to placing the final streetscape element order 
with manufacturer and supplier. Lighting fixture and traffic signal 
electrical voltage supply, circuiting, photometrics and final fixture 
location needs to be specified by a registered electrical engineer, 
with all fixture footings checked by a registered structural engineer, 
prior to installation. 

 

(1) Downtown Square and Downtown Core Streets. 
 

(a) Light Standard: A1. All commercial streets in the 
Downtown Core. 

 

MAP 1: DOWNTOWN (DT) DISTRICT 

GREEN: DOWNTOWN CORE; GRAY: PERIMETER ZONE; RED: DOWNTOWN 
SQUARE; DARK GREY LINE: MAJOR THOROUGHFARES.
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(1) Catalog Number. AAL/2-PRMN H3 or H5/150 to 175-
watt MH lamp (voltage)/2-TRA5U arms/DB6 base 
with 4ò round 15ô ht. pole/PN A50596-1 

 

(2) Description. Architectural Area Lighting (AAL); 
Promenade Series, Fixture: 2-PRMS Double 
Pedestrian Light Standard with a H3 or H5 horizontal 
lamp reflector, 150-watt to 175-watt metal halide 
lamp, medium base socket for use with E17 lamps; 
(voltage); CHM glass chimney, with brass holder, 
and DBZ dark bronze color. Arm: # 2-TRA5U period 
arm, one-piece cast aluminum, and DBZ dark bronze 
color. Pole, base and pole cap: DB6 4R16-125, 4ò 
OD round straight aluminum, 15ô tall (special) with a 
DB6 base, 36ò ht. Ĭ 15ò base diameter; P/N A50596-
1, Small cast final at pole top, DBZ dark bronze color. 

 
 

(b) Light Standard: A2. Limited to the Downtown Square and 
San Jacinto Street pedestrian ways. 

 

(1) Description. Same as A1 above except with the 
optional BPS fixture struts are finished in a brass 
colored powder coating. 

 

(c) Traffic Signal: D1. All commercial streets of the Downtown 
Core, if needed. 

 

(1) Description. Valmont traffic structures. 
Pole/base/pole sphere final: Tapered, round 
standard galvanized steel pole, with an aluminum 
ball final on the pole top (Ball Top FCA-BL Series # 
FCA/BL/A/ (Estimate a 10" diameter ball, verify final 
size with top diameter range at top of pole/DB, dark 
bronze); pole base has an ornamental cast nut 
cover, color of complete traffic structure is a 
galvanized + powder coated finish, color = dark 
bronze to match Historic District street sign blades. 
Arm: Tapered, round standard arm, with an 
aluminum ball final on the end of the arm (ball top 
FCA-BL Series # FCA/BL/A/(estimate a 5" diameter 
ball, verify final size with top diameter range at the 
end of the arm after arm length is specified)/DBZ, 
dark bronze color. Signals: TXDOT standard signal, 
black color with black silhouettes, mount tightly to 
signal arm with black connections, so as to eliminate 
any visible gaps between silhouette and arm. Street 
Sign: Sign blade to match Historic District colors, font 
and sign format. 

 

(d) Traffic Signal with Light Standard: D2. All commercial 
streets of the Downtown Core, if needed. 

 

(1) Description. Same as D1 traffic signal, except pole is 
typical "standard combination structure" with AAL 
(B2 type) light; arm is a (modified) WMA 12 
"shepherdôs crook" contemporary arm modified to 
accept the Valmont pole, DBZ, dark bronze color. 

 

(e) Light Standard Banner Brackets. At selected streets. 
 

(1) Description. Architectural area lighting (AAL). 
Breakaway banner arm 2-BBD4-18, clamps onto a 
4" O.D. pole and adjustable to desired position. 
Banner size should not exceed five (5) SF - 
maximum 70 mph wind. Verify banner bracket 
locations and mounting height; DBZ, dark bronze 
color, polyester powder finish. 

 

(f) Benches. All commercial streets in the Downtown Core. 
 

(1) Catalog Number. Du Mor Bench # 140 - 60 and # 
140-80 

 

(2) Description. Du Mor Site Furnishings. Bench 140 ï 
in six (6) feet and eight (8) feet lengths, All welded 
seat assembly, Seating Surface: 1/4" × 1 1/2" HR 
steel bar 2-3/8" O.D. Sch 40 steel pipe, cast iron 
supports, bracing 1 1/16" O.D. steel pipe, stainless 
steel fasteners, dark bronze color polyester powder 
finish. 

 

(g) Trash Receptacles. All commercial streets in the 
Downtown Core. 

 

(1) Catalog Number. Du Mor Receptacle 84-22DM 
 

(2) Description. Du Mor Site Furnishings. Trash 
receptacle 84-22, 22-gallon all steel receptacle, 150 
lbs., top edge: 5/8 " diameter steel bar; vertical 
straps: 1/4; " × 3" steel bar with a 22-gallon plastic 
liner, cover; spun 14-gauge steel with vinyl coated 
cable; and a dome top, dark bronze color in a 
polyester powder finish. 

 

  
 

(h) Street Sign Blades.  
 

(1) Description. Match Historic District street sign blades 
(dark bronze color with white lettering). 
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(i) Street Sign Brackets. At non-signalized intersections.  
Street signs can be mounted to light standard poles.  

 

(1) Description. Architectural area lighting (AAL). 
(Special) Each bracket is bolted to pole, dark bronze 
color to match fixture in polyester powder finish. 
(Verify bracket size with sign blade used as well as 
sign mounting height). 

 

(j) Street Regulatory Sign and Poles.  
 

(1) Description. Paint the backs of all sign blades and all 
poles, dark bronze color to match the Historic District 
street sign blades. 

 

(k) Bollards. Limited to the Downtown Square. 
 

(1) Catalog Number. Sternberg 
Vintage Lighting, ornamental 
bollard #4501 

 

(2) Description. Sternberg 
Vintage Lighting. Ornamental 
steel bollard #4501, 5¼" 
diameter straight tubing (no 
fluting), 30" high, 8" dia. base, 
no internal light, DBZ, dark 
bronze color to match the 
Historic District street sign 
blades. 

 

(2) Downtown Perimeter Zone Streets. 
 

(a) Light Standard: B1. All neighborhood residential streets. 
 

(1) Description. Same as A1 above except as a single 
headed fixture. 

 

(b) Light Standard: B2. Limited to north and south sections of 
Goliad Street inside the Downtown Zone and at the 
intersections of Clark Street, Washington Street and 
Denison Streets inside the Downtown Zone. 

 

(1) Catalog Number. AAL/PRM2 (H2, H3, H4, H5)/250 
watt MH horizontal lamp (Voltage)/ARM: (modified) 
SLA 4 arm to accept the 5" dia. post/tendon/5" O.D. 
smooth round aluminum pole/DB 10 base/P/N 
A50575 large cast finial. 

 

(2) Description. Architectural area lighting (AAL). 
Promenade Series, fixture: PRM2 (H2, H3, H4 and 
H5), 250-watt metal halide horizontal lamp, (voltage), 
DBZ dark bronze color, arm: (modified) SLA 4 arm 
(shepherdôs crook) to accept the 5" dia. post/tendon, 
DBZ, dark bronze color, polyester power finish. Pole, 
base and pole cap: 5" O.D. diameter, smooth round 
aluminum pole, with a DB 10 ornamental base that is 
48" high with an 18" base diameter, large cast finial 
#P/N A50575 20" high × 5½" O.D. that fits on top of 
pole, DBZ dark bronze color, polyester powder finish. 

 

(c) Light Standard: C. Current standards.  All thoroughfares 
(i.e. SH-66, Goliad Street, Washington Street, and 
Denison Street) inside the Downtown Perimeter Zone 
(existing and new routed thoroughfares). 

 

(1) Description. Existing Shoe Box style light standard. 
 

 
 

(d) Light Standard Banner Brackets. At selected streets. 
 

(1) Catalog Number. AALðBanner arm 2-BBD4-18 
 

(2) Description. Architectural area lighting (AAL). 
Breakaway banner arm 2-BBD4-18, clamps onto a 
4" O.D. pole and adjustable to desired position. 
Banner size should not exceed 5 SF - Maximum 70 
mph wind. Verify banner bracket locations and 
mounting height. DBZ dark bronze color. 

 

(e) Street Sign Blades.  
 

(1) Description. Match Historic District street sign blades 
(dark bronze color with white lettering). 

 

(f) Street Sign Brackets. At non-signalized intersections.  
Street signs can be mounted to light standard poles. 

 

(1) Description. Architectural area lighting (AAL). 
(Special) Each bracket is bolted to pole, dark bronze 
color to match fixture in polyester powder finish. 
Verify bracket size with sign blade used as well as 
sign mounting height. 

 

(g) Street Regulatory Signs and Poles. 
 

(1) Description. Paint the backs of all sign blades and all 
poles, dark bronze to match the Historic District 
street sign blades. 

 

(3) Major Thoroughfares and Parkways. 
 

(a) Light Standard: C. Current standards. 
 

(1) Description. Existing "shoe box" style light standard 
painted dark bronze. 
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(b) Street Signs.  

 

(1) Description. Paint the backs of all sign blades and all 
poles, dark bronze to match the Historic District 
street sign blades. 

 

SECTION 05 | INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS  
  

SUBSECTION 05.01: GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
STANDARDS 
 

All industrial development shall conform to the following standards: 
 

(A) Construction Standards.  
 

(1) Materials and Masonry Composition. Each exterior wall of a 
buildingôs façade shall consist of a minimum of 90% Primary 

Materials and/or a maximum of 10% Secondary Materials -- 
excluding doors and windows -- as defined below.   

 

(a) Primary Materials. Primary Materials shall include stone, 
brick, glass curtain wall, glass block, tile, and custom 
Concrete Masonry Units (CMU) (i.e. CMUs that have 
been sandblasted, burnished or that have a split face -- 
light weight block or smooth faced CMU shall be 
prohibited).  Specific requirements for Primary Materials 
are as follows: 

 

(1) Stone. A minimum of 20% stone (i.e. natural or 
synthetic/cultured) is required on all building 
façades. 

(2) Cementitious Materials. The use of cementitious 
materials (e.g. stucco, cementitious lap siding, or 
similar materials approved by the Director of 

FIGURE 13: INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ARTICULATION STANDARDS 

: WALL HEIGHT. THE WALL HEIGHT SHALL BE MEASURED FROM GRADE TO THE TOP OF THE WALL.

: WALL LENGTH. THE MAXIMUM WALL LENGTH SHALL NOT EXCEED FOUR (4) TIMES THE WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 4 x Ó ).

: WALL PROJECTION.  THE MINIMUM WALL PROJECTION FOR AN ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL BE 25% OF THE WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 25% x Ò ). 

: ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT LENGTH.  THE MINIMUM LENGTH OF AN ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL BE 33% OF THE WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 

33% x Ò ). 

: PROJECTION HEIGHT.  THE ENTRYWAYS/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 25% OF THE WALL HEIGHT ABOVE THE TOP OF THE WALL (I.E. 

25% x Ò ). 

: ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT WIDTH.  THE MINIMUM WALL WIDTH OF THE ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL EXTEND TWICE THE REQUIRED 

WALL PROJECTION (I.E. 2 x Ó ). 

 

: WALL HEIGHT. THE WALL HEIGHT SHALL BE MEASURED FROM GRADE TO THE TOP OF THE WALL.

: WALL LENGTH. THE MAXIMUM WALL LENGTH SHALL NOT EXCEED THREE (3) TIMES THE WALL HEIGHT (I.E. 3 x Ó ).

: SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT LENGTH.  THE MINIMUM LENGTH OF THE SECONDARY ENTRYWAY OR PROJECTTING ARCHITECTURAL 

ELEMENT SHALL BE 15% OF THE WALL LENGTH (I.E. 15% x Ò ).

: SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT WIDTH.  THE MINIMUM WALL PROJECTION FOR A SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT 

SHALL BE 15% OF THE WALL HIEHGT (I.E. 15% x Ò ). 

: PROJECTION HEIGHT.  THE SECONDARY ENTRYWAY/ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT SHALL EXTEND A MINIMUM OF 15% OF THE WALL HEIGHT ABOVE THE TOP OF 

THE WALL (I.E. 15% x Ò ). 
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Planning and Zoning or his/her designee) shall be 
limited to 50% of the buildingôs exterior façade; 
however, stucco shall not be used within the first four 
(4) feet from grade on a buildingôs façade.  The use 
of concrete tilt-up walls may be permitted on a case-
by-case basis in accordance with the exception 
requirements outlined below. 
 

(b) Accent Brick and Stone. Each building shall incorporate 
accent brick or stone, or brick and stone patterns and 
materials that create contrast through color, shape, size, 
and/or texture to the planes of the primary brick or stone 
materials used on each building elevation. 
 

(c) Secondary Materials.  Secondary Materials are any 
material that is not deemed to be a Primary Material as 
defined above.  This includes materials like aluminum 
composite materials, metal panels, acrylic products (i.e. 
EIFS products) cast stone, or other materials identified by 
the Director of Planning and Zoning or his/her designee. 

 

(2) Roof Design Standards.  All structures shall have the option of 
being constructed with either a pitched (minimum of a 6:12 roof 
pitch), parapet, or mansard roof system as long as the roof 
system is enclosed on all sides.  Metal roofs with lapped seam 
construction, bituminous built-up roofs, and/or flat membrane-
type roofs that are visible from adjacent properties or public 
right-of-way shall be prohibited.  Projecting elements and 
parapets that are visible from adjacent properties or public 
right-of-way shall be finished on the interior side using the 
same materials as the exterior facing wall. 

 

(B) Maximum Building Height.  
 

(1) Setback Exceptions for Building Height in Industrial Districts.  
All structures shall conform to the height requirements 
specified for the zoning district of the subject property as 
stipulated by Section 7.03, Non-Residential District 
Development Standards; however,  the following features may 
be constructed 12-feet higher than the maximum height 
requirement if they [1] are not more than 33% of the total roof 
area, and [2] are setback from the edge of the roof a minimum 
of two (2) feet for every one (1) foot that the feature extends 
above the surface of the roof: 

 

(a) Chimneys, Church Spires, Elevator Shafts, and similar 
appendages not intended as places of occupancy and/or 
storage. 
 

(b) Flag Poles. 
 

(c) Solar Collectors and/or Similar Equipment, Fixtures, and 
Devices. 

 

(C) Building Articulation.  
 

(1) Primary Building Façades. A primary building façade is any 
building façade that has a primary entryway for a business or 
that has an adjacency to a public right-of-way, open 
space/green space, public/private park, and/or a residential 
zoning district or residentially used property.  All industrial 
buildings shall meet the standards for articulation on primary 
building façades as depicted in Figure 8. 
 

(2) Secondary Building Façade.  A secondary building façade is 
any building façade that does not have a primary entryway or 
an adjacency to a public right-of-way, open space/green 
space, public/private park, and/or a residentially zoned district 
or residentially used property.  All industrial buildings shall 
meet the standards for articulation on secondary building 
façades as depicted in Figure 8. 

 

(D) Open Space Guidelines.  Industrial land uses should be designed 
to be integrated with adjacent land uses, as opposed to separating 
land uses using physical barriers or screening walls (unless 
necessary).  This should be achieved by making industrial 
developments pedestrian-oriented and easily accessible to adjacent 
developments through the use of natural buffers, open space and 
trails.  This involves creating trails that connect commercial and 
residential developments, using landscape buffers that incorporate 
berms and landscaping to separate residential and non-residential 
land uses, and utilizing building design to create compatibility with 
surrounding land uses. 
 

(E) Exceptions. The Planning and Zoning Commission may consider 
exceptions to the General Industrial District Standards pending a 
recommendation from the Architectural Review Board (ARB), and in 
accordance with Section 09.01, Exceptions to the General 
Standards, Article 11, Development Applications and Review 
Procedures.  

 
SUBSECTION 05.02: LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (LI) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Light Industrial (LI) District is a zoning district intended 
to create a limited industrial zone that provides for modern types of 
industrial land uses. With the exception of hazardous 
materials/manufacturing, this zone allows the same uses as the 
Heavy Industrial (HI) District. Limitations have been placed on the 
uses in this district to significantly restrict outside activities and the 
storage of materials, noise, vibration, smoke, pollution, fire and 
explosive hazards, glare and any other potentially adverse 
externalities. The Light Industrial (LI) District is intended for 
industrial parks and larger, cleaner types of industries. The 
manufacturing uses should be conducted within a totally enclosed 
building, and any activities conducted outside should be screened 
and buffered to ensure no external effects (e.g. excessive noise or 
odor) extend beyond the property lines.  The locations for these 
types of industrial land uses are typically a minimum of two (2) acres 
and average of five (5) to ten (10) acres.  These types of 
development also incorporate open space and significant amounts 
of land dedicated to landscaping.   

 

Since this zoning district accommodates limited industrial activities 
that require substantial screening and buffering requirements, the 
Light Industrial (LI) District is a suitable zoning designation for high 
visibility locations (e.g. IH-30 and SH-276) or within a reasonable 
distance of residential areas as long as they are separated by an 
appropriate amount of open space.  Residential uses should be 
discouraged from locating directly adjacent to or near the Light 
Industrial (LI) District to protect these types of businesses from 
excessive complaints about performance standards.  Areas should 
not be zoned to Light Industrial (LI) District unless they are located 
on or close to an arterial capable of carrying commercial truck traffic.  
In industrial parks, internal streets should be of a size and strength 
to accommodate commercial truck traffic.  Businesses locating in 



 

CITY OF ROCKWALL | UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE  
 

 

PAGE 5-26  ARTICLE 05 | DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

the Light Industrial (LI) District should work with the City to ensure 
that water, wastewater, and drainage capacity is adequate before 
locating on a particular property.  

 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Light Industrial 
(LI) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 
04, Permissible Uses.  
 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Light Industrial (LI) 
District shall conform to Subsection 05.01, General Industrial District 
Standards, and the related standards listed within Subsection 7.03, 
Non-Residential District Development Standards. 
 

(D) Special District Requirements. 
 

(1) Manufacturing Operations and Storage. All business and 
manufacturing operations including storage shall be conducted 
within a completely enclosed building unless specifically 
authorized for the use as listed in Section 01, Land Use 
Schedule, of Article 04, Permissible Uses.   

 
SUBSECTION 05.03: HEAVY INDUSTRIAL (HI) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The City of Rockwall recognizes that some industrial uses 
cannot be conducted within a totally enclosed building, are not 
visually attractive, may involve hazardous materials, and could have 
adverse impacts to adjacent land uses due to noise, odor, pollution, 
and truck traffic.  The Heavy Industrial (HI) District is intended to 
provide adequate space and site diversification for these types of 
developments.  The development standards in the Heavy Industrial 
(HI) District are minimal, and allow both large and small industrial 
uses either on separate small lots or as part of a larger industrial 
park. Some screening is required, but because of the potential for 
hazardous or possibly adverse uses, this district should not be 
located close to residential areas of any type. Areas should not be 
zoned Heavy Industrial (HI) District unless they are located on or 
close to an arterial roadway capable of carrying commercial truck 
traffic. Internal streets in the Heavy Industrial (HI) District should be 
of a size and strength to accommodate commercial truck traffic. 
Businesses locating in the Heavy Industrial (HI) District should work 
with the City to ensure that water, wastewater, and drainage 
capacity is adequate before locating on a particular property. 
 

(B) Permitted Uses. All land uses permitted within the Heavy Industrial 
(HI) District are outlined in Section 01, Land Use Schedule, of Article 
04, Permissible Uses.  

 

(C) Area Requirements. All development within a Heavy Industrial (HI) 
District shall conform to Subsection 05.01, General Industrial District 
Standards, and the related standards listed within Subsection 7.03, 
Non-Residential District Development Standards. 

 

SECTION 06 | OVERLAY DISTRICTS  
  

SUBSECTION 06.01: OVERLAY DISTRICTS 
 

Overlay districts are applied to land that has a traditional zoning district 
designation already applied to it.  It establishes additional uses and 
standards, which may be either more or less restrictive than the 
underlying zoning district.  The overlay district governs in all cases where 
it sets out a particular use or standard that conflicts with other sections 
of this Unified Development Code (UDC).  In cases where the overlay 
district does not specifically address a standard or requirement, the 
underlying zoning district will govern. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.02: GENERAL OVERLAY DISTRICT STANDARDS 
 

(A) Applicability. The General Overlay District Standards shall be 
applied to the following overlay districts: 

 

¶ IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District 

¶ SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District 

¶ Scenic Overlay (SOV) District 

¶ SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District 

¶ SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY OV) District 

¶ North SH-205 Overlay (N. SH-205 OV) District 

¶ East SH-66 Overlay (E. SH-66 OV) District 

¶ FM-549 Overlay (FM-549 OV) District 

¶ SH-276 Overlay (SH-276 OV) District 
 

All other overlay district standards are detailed in Sections 6.03 ï 
6.15. 

 

(B) Special Use Standards. Development within the Scenic Overlay 
(SOV) District and the SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District shall 
comply with the Land Use Schedule contained in Article 04, 
Permissible Uses, of this Unified Development Code (UDC); 
however, the following land uses may be considered on a case-by-
case basis through a Specific Use Permit:  

 

(1) Retail Store with Gasoline Sales (Any Number of Dispensers 
or Vehicles) 
 

(2) Car Wash (Any Type)  
 

(3) Structures Over 36-Feet in Height  
 

(C) Architectural Standards.  
 

(1) Materials and Masonry Composition. Each exterior wall of a 
buildingôs façade shall consist of a minimum of 90% Primary 
Materials and/or a maximum of 10% Secondary Materials -- 
excluding doors and windows -- as defined below.   

 
(a) Primary Materials. Primary Materials shall include stone, 

brick, glass curtain wall, glass block, tile, and custom 
Concrete Masonry Units (CMU) (i.e. CMUs that have 
been sandblasted, burnished or that have a split face -- 
light weight block or smooth faced CMU shall be 
prohibited).  Specific requirements for Primary Materials 
are as follows: 

 

(1) Stone.  A minimum of 20% natural or quarried stone 
is required on all building façades; however, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, upon 
recommendation from the Architectural Review 
Board (ARB), may grant the use of a high quality 
manufactured or cultured stone in lieu of natural or 
quarried stone if it is determined that the application 
of the manufactured or cultured stone will be 
complimentary and integral to the design of the 
building.  In making this determination, both the 
Architectural Review Board (ARB) and the Planning 
and Zoning Commission should consider the shape, 
texture, size, quality and warranty of the product 
being proposed. 
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(2) Cementitious Materials. The use of cementitious 
materials (e.g. stucco, cementitious lap siding, or 
similar materials approved by the Director of 
Planning and Zoning or his/her designee) shall be 
limited to 50% of the buildingôs exterior façade; 
however, stucco shall not be used within the first four 
(4) feet from grade on a buildingôs façade. 

 

(3) Accent Brick and Stone. Each building shall 
incorporate accent brick or stone, or brick and stone 
patterns and materials that create contrast through 
color, shape, size, and/or texture to the planes of 
primary brick or stone materials in an elevation. 

 

(a) Secondary Materials.  Secondary Materials are 
any material that is not deemed to be a Primary 
Material as defined above.  This includes 
materials like aluminum composite materials, 
metal panels, acrylic products (i.e. EIFS 
products) cast stone, cultured stone or other 
materials identified by the Director of Planning 
and Zoning or his/her designee. 

 

(2) Roof Design Standards. All structures that have a building 
footprint of less than 6,000 SF shall be constructed with a 
pitched roof. Those structures having a footprint 6,000 SF or 
greater shall have the option of being constructed with either a 
pitched, parapet, or mansard roof system as long as the roof 
system is enclosed on all sides. Standing seam metal roofs 
shall be constructed of a factory-treated, non-metallic, matte 
finish to avoid glare. Metal roofs with lapped seam 
construction, bituminous built-up roofs, and/or flat membrane-
type roofs that are visible from adjacent public right-of-way 
shall be prohibited.  
 

(3) Mechanical Equipment Screening. All buildings shall be 
designed so that no HVAC, satellite dishes, appurtenances 
and/or any other mechanical equipment visible from any 
direction.  This shall include equipment located on the roof, on 
the ground, or otherwise attached to the building or located on 
the site. 

 

(a) Screening of rooftop mechanical equipment and/or other 
rooftop appurtenances shall be accomplished by either 
the construction of [1] a roof system described in the Roof 
Design Standards above, or [2] an architectural feature 
that is integral to the buildingôs design and ensures that 
such rooftop mechanical equipment is not visible from any 
direction. Fencing or the enclosing of individual 
mechanical units shall not be permitted.  

 

(b) All rooftop mechanical equipment or architectural features 
shall be shown on the required building elevations and 
submitted along with the site plan for review by City Staff, 
the Architectural Review Board (ARB), and the Planning 
and Zoning Commission.  

 

(4) Required Architectural Elements.  All buildings that are less 
than 50,000 SF shall be designed to incorporate a minimum of 
four (4) architectural elements, buildings over 50,000 SF shall 
include a minimum of six (6) architectural elements, and 
buildings over 100,000 SF shall include a minimum of seven 

(7) architectural elements.  The accepted architectural 
elements for all buildings are as follows:  

 

¶ Canopies, Awnings, or Porticos  

¶ Recesses/Projections 

¶ Arcades 

¶ Peaked Roof Forms  

¶ Arches 

¶ Outdoor Patios  

¶ Display Windows  

¶ Architectural Details (e.g. Tile Work and Moldings) 
Integrated into the Buildingôs Facade 

¶ Articulated Ground Floor Levels or Bases  

¶ Articulated Cornice Line  

¶ Integrated Planters or Wing Walls that Incorporate 
Landscape and Sitting Areas 

¶ Offsets, Reveals or Projecting Rib Expressing 
Architectural or Structural Bays  

¶ Varied Roof Heights  
 

NOTE: Other architectural features maybe approved by the 
Director of Planning and Zoning or his/her designee. 

 

(5) Four (4) Sided Architecture. All buildings shall be 
architecturally finished on all four (4) sides utilizing the same 
materials, detailing, articulation and features.  In addition, a 
minimum of one (1) row of trees (i.e. four [4] or more accent or 
canopy trees) shall be planted along perimeter of the subject 
property to the rear of the building. 

 

(6) Windows. The color of all windows shall be reviewed by the 
Architectural Review Board (ARB), and shall have a maximum 
visible exterior reflectivity of 20%.  
 

(7) Office Parks, Shopping Centers and Mixed-Use Centers.  All 
buildings within a common retail, commercial or office 
development shall incorporate complementary architectural 
styles, materials, and colors.  Staff may require a conceptual 
façade plan and/or sample boards for these types of 
developments to ensure consistency and compatibility for all 
buildings within a proposed development.  Conceptual façade 
plans will be used only to ensure compliance to the minimum 
standards.  
 

(8) Corporate Identity.  A companyôs building corporate identity 
that conflicts with the General Overlay District Standards shall 
be reviewed case-by-case basis as a variance in accordance 
with the requirements of Subsection 09.02, Variances to the 
General Overlay District Standards, of Article 11, Development 
Applications and Review Procedures. 

 

(D) Site Design Guidelines and Standards. 
 

(1) Building Setbacks. The building setbacks adjacent to the 
Primary Roadway (i.e. IH-30, SH-205, FM-740, SH-66, FM-
549, John King Boulevard and SH-276) shall be as follows: 

 

(a) Scenic Overlay (SOV) District: 15-feet 
(b) SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District: 15-feet 
(c) IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District: 25-feet 
(d) SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District: 25-feet 
(e) North SH-205 Overlay (N. SH-205 OV) District: 25-feet 
(f) SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY OV) District:  
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¶ Residential Land Uses: See Section 06.10, SH-205 
By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY OV) District 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

(g) East SH-66 Overlay (E. SH-66 OV) District: 
 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

(h) FM-549 Overlay (FM-549 OV) District: 
 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

(i) SH-276 Overlay (SH-276 OV) District: 
 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

All other building setback regulations shall be the same as set 
forth in the underlying zoning district. 

 

(2) Parking Restrictions. No more than one (1) full row of parking 
(i.e. two rows of parking with a drive aisle) shall be allowed 
between the primary building façade and the right-of-way of the 
Primary Roadway (i.e. IH-30, SH-205, FM-740, SH-66, FM-
549, John King Boulevard and SH-276).  
 

(3) Access/Ingress/Egress. In an effort to minimize potential 
vehicular and pedestrian conflicts, special attention must be 
given to the location of median breaks along major 
thoroughfares, the number and location of driveways providing 
ingress/egress, the design of driveways providing 
ingress/egress in relation to the parking areas and 
sight/visibility distances.  Taking this into consideration it is 
important to review all site plans for the following guidelines: 

 

(a) Driveways should be spaced a minimum of 100-feet from 
the intersection of any major thoroughfare.  
 

(b) The ingress/egress driveways shall have a minimum 
radius of 30-feet;  

 

(c) Driveways should maintain an appropriate visibility 
triangle at ingress/egress driveways. 

 

(d) Main entrances should generally be located at median 
breaks that provide left turn access into the site. 

 

(e) Main entrances should connect to a straightaway aisle 
that does not dead end or require an immediate turn to 
approach the main building. 

 

(f) Aisles intersecting with entrance drives should be spaced 
at a minimum of 20-feet from the property line to provide 
for smooth turning movements.  

 

(4) Cross Access. Cross Access Easements may be required by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission at the time of site plan 
approval to ensure access to future median breaks and to 
reduce the number of curb cuts needed along roadways. 

 

(5) Shared Parking. In all office parks, shopping centers and 
mixed-use centers cross access and shared parking 
agreements may be required by the City Council along with 
final plat approval.  

 

(6) Loading and Service Areas. All loading and service areas shall 
be located on the rear and side of buildings where possible. In 
the event that a loading or service area faces towards the 
Primary Roadway (i.e. IH-30, SH-205, FM-740, SH-66, FM-
549, John King Boulevard and SH-276), additional screening 
of the loading and service area may be required by the 
Architectural Review Board (ARB) and Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  A minimum of a ten (10) foot masonry screening 
wall shall be required to screen the view of loading docks and 
loading spaces intended for tractor/semi-trailer delivery from 
any public right-of-way.  This ten (10) foot masonry screening 
wall must screen the entire loading dock or loading space. 
Screening materials shall utilize similar masonry materials as 
the front façade of the primary building. The accommodation of 
adequate access for service delivery trucks shall be evaluated 
to determine the extent of screening required.  

 

(7) Trash/Recycling Receptacles and Dumpster Enclosures. 
Trash/Recycling Enclosures shall be four (4) sided.  These 
receptacles shall be screened by a minimum eight (8) foot, 
solid masonry dumpster enclosure that utilizes the same 
masonry materials as the primary building and incorporates an 
opaque, self-latching gate.  These enclosures shall be located 
to the side or rear of the primary building, and shall not front on 
to a public right-of-way.  Every effort shall be made to reduce 
the visibility of these structures utilizing landscaping and/or the 
building. 

 

(8) Play Structures. Play structures shall not be placed between 
the primary building façade and a public right-of-way.  

 

(9) Plan Review. In addition to the other processes and factors 
established by this Unified Development Code (UDC), all 
concept plans, development plans and site plans for property 
situated within an established overlay district shall be reviewed 
for the following: 

 

(a) The conformance of the proposed site plan to the site 
design guidelines and standards. 
 

(b) The conformance of the proposed landscape plan to the 
intent of the landscaping and screening requirements. 
 

(c) The conformance of the building elevations to the intent 
of the architectural standards. 
 

(d) The provision of sufficient cross access and circulation on 
the site plan. 
 

(e) The provision of sufficient visibility triangles to avoid 
congestion at ingress/egress driveways.  

 

(E) Landscape Standards.  
 

(1) Landscape Buffers. The minimum landscape buffer adjacent to 
Primary Roadways (i.e. IH-30, SH-205, FM-740, SH-66, FM-
549, John King Boulevard, SH-276 or any roadway that is 
depicted on the Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the 
OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan) [outside of 
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and beyond any required right-of-way dedication] shall be as 
follows: 

 

(a) Scenic Overlay (SOV) District: 20-feet 
(b) SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District: 20-feet 
(c) IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District: 20-feet 
(d) SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District: 20-feet 
(e) North SH-205 Overlay (N. SH-205 OV) District: 20-feet 
(f) SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY OV) District:  

 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 50-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

(g) East SH-66 Overlay (E. SH-66 OV) District: 
 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

(h) FM-549 Overlay (FM-549 OV) District: 
 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

(i) SH-276 Overlay (SH-276 OV) District: 
 

¶ Residential Land Uses: 25-feet 

¶ Retail/Commercial Land Uses: 15-feet 

¶ Industrial/Office/Technology Land Uses: 50-feet 
 

All landscape buffers shall incorporate ground cover, a built-up 
berm and shrubbery or a combination thereof along the entire 
length of the frontage.  Berms and shrubbery shall each have 
a minimum height of 30-inches and a maximum height of 48-
inches.  In addition, two (2) canopy trees and four (4) accent 
trees shall be planted per 100-feet of linear frontage along the 
Primary Roadway.  In the E. SH-66 Overlay (E SH-66 OV), FM-
549 Overlay (FM-549 OV), and SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-
205 BY OV) Districts the required landscape buffer shall 
incorporate one (1) additional cedar tree per 100-feet of linear 
of frontage along the Primary Roadway. 

 

(2) Plant Material Sizes and Selection.  All canopy trees, accent 
trees, shrubs and ground cover proposed to be planted in any 
overlay district shall be in conformance to the tables depicted 
in Appendix C, Landscaping Guidelines and Requirements, of 
this Unified Development Code (UDC) and shall be subject to 
the following sizes: 

 

(a) Canopy Trees shall be a minimum of four (4) caliper 
inches at DBH. 
 

(b) Accent Trees shall be a minimum of four (4) feet in total 
height. 
 

(c) Deciduous Shrubs shall be a minimum of five (5) gallons 
in size. 
 

(d) Evergreen Shrubs shall be a minimum of five (5) gallons 
in size.  

 

(3) Erosion Control/Retaining Walls. Any slope embankments or 
retaining walls within the public right-of-way or within the 
required landscape buffer must be terraced every four (4) feet 

in height (maximum) with a minimum of a two (2) foot planting 
area provided between each vertical plane. Materials used for 
the vertical elements shall be natural stone or any masonry 
material, which matches the masonry materials used on the 
primary structure. The planting area must incorporate shrubs, 
ground cover and grasses.  

 

(F) Signs. All signage requirements and variances to these 
requirements shall conform to Chapter 32, Signs, of the Municipal 
Code of Ordinances; however, approval of any variance to the sign 
standards for property situated within an established overlay district 
shall require approval by the City Council by a supermajority vote 
(i.e. a three-fourths vote of those members present), with a 
minimum of four (4) votes in the affirmative required for approval. 

 

(G) Lighting Standards. No light standard, light fixture, light pole, pole 
base or combination thereof shall exceed 20-feet in total height in 
any overlay district with the exception of the IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 
OV) District, which shall be limited to a maximum height of 30-feet. 

 

(H) Utility Placement. All overhead utilities within any overlay district 
shall be placed underground. 

 

(I) Residential Standards. No screening walls shall be erected adjacent 
to the Primary Roadway (i.e. IH-30, SH-205, FM-740, SH-66, FM-
549, John King Boulevard and SH-276) in conjunction with any 
residential development. In addition, eyebrow drives with clusters of 
lots (i.e. 5 ï 12 homes) shall be utilized along the Primary Roadway 
for residential developments.  In lieu of eyebrow drives, a 50-foot 
landscape buffer may be utilized as an alternative. Farm fencing, 
including wood rail type and metal pipe and cable fencing, is allowed 
within the 50-foot landscape buffer.  For residential developments 
within the SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY OV) District, see 
Section 6.3.5, SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY OV) District. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.03: HISTORIC OVERLAY (HO) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The protection, enhancement and perpetuation of districts 
and landmarks of historical and cultural importance and significance 
are necessary to promote the economic, cultural, educational and 
general welfare of the public. It is recognized that within the City 
numerous areas, sites and structures represent the unique 
confluence of time and place that shaped the identity of generations 
of citizens, collectively and individually, and produced significant 
historic, architectural and cultural resources that constitute their 
heritage, and therefore this overlay district is intended to: 
 

(1) Protect and enhance the district and landmarks which 
represent distinctive elements of the Cityôs historic, 
architectural and cultural heritage; 
 

(2) Foster civic pride in the accomplishments of the past; 
 

(3) Protect and enhance the Cityôs attractiveness to visitors and 
the support and stimulus to the economy thereby provided; 
 

(4) Ensure the harmonious, orderly and efficient growth and 
development of the City; 

 

(5) Promote economic prosperity and welfare of the community by 
encouraging the most appropriate use of such property within 
the City; 

 

(6) Stabilize and improve values of such properties; 
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(7) Promote education of significance and importance of historical 
preservation including the exploration of tax incentives 
(federal, state or local) that may apply to individual property 
owners or properties within the historic district as a whole; 
and8.Provide guidance to property owners restoring and/or 
rehabilitating historic significant in an effort to maintain the 
historical integrity of the area. 

 

(B) Terms and Definitions. The following terms and definitions are used 
in the historic district ordinance and the historic guidelines. 
 

(1) Applicable Property or Applicable Structure. The term used for 
properties that meet the following criteria, and are subject to 
the provisions of Unified Development Code: 
 

(a) Either be a designated historical landmark or be wholly or 
partially located within a designated historic district, and 

 

(b) Either be a contributing structure or property as defined in 
this section or be located within 200-feet of a contributing 
structure or property. 

 

(2) Board. The Rockwall Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB). 

 

(3) Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). A document approved 
by the board certifying that the proposed actions meet the 
intent of the ordinance and guidelines, or that a waiver has 
been granted. 

 

(4) Contributing Structure or Property. A building, site, structure or 
object which adds to the historical architectural qualities, 
historical associations or archaeological value for which a 
property or district is significant because: 
 

(a) It was present during the period of significance and 
possesses historical integrity reflecting its character at 
that time or is capable of yielding important information 
about the period, or 

 

(b) It independently meets the National Register criteria. The 
level by which a property is ñcontributingò (high-, medium- 
and low-contributing property) was originally determined 
by a historic survey of the properties within the (HO) 
Historic Overlay District implemented by the City 
community development department through the spring 
and summer of 2000. This survey may be amended from 
time to time. 

 

(5) District. A designated area within the preservation district or 
elsewhere in the City subject to the requirements and 
standards of the historic district ordinance. An identifying name 
will precede the word ñdistrictò. 

 

(6) Guidelines. The adopted historic district design guidelines as 
stated in Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC). 

 

(7) Landmark Property. A property or structure(s), not contiguous 
to or part of an existing historic district that is deemed worthy 
of preserving. 

 

(8) Non-Contributing Structure or Property. A building, site, 
structure, or object which does not add to the historical 
architectural qualities, historical associations, or 

archaeological value for which a property or district is 
significant because 
 

(a) It was not present during the period of significance, or 
 

(b) Due to alterations, disturbances, additions, or other 
changes it no longer possesses historic integrity reflecting 
its character at that time or is incapable of yielding 
important information about the period, or3.It does not 
independently meet the National Register criteria. 

 

(9) Preservation District. The area designated as having structures 
which may be suitable for inclusion in a historic district or 
districts. 

 

(C) Historic Preservation Officer. The Historic Preservation Officer 
(HPO) shall administer this section and advise the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board on matters submitted to it. 

 

(D) Designation Criteria. The board may recommend to the commission 
and the City Council that certain properties be ñlandmark districtsò 
and that specific areas be designated as ñhistoric districtsò as 
provided for in this Unified Development Code (UDC). Any such 
designation must comply with all limitations expressed Subsections 
(E)(5) and (E)(6) below. Such a property or district shall bear the 
word ñlandmarkò or ñhistoricò in their zoning designation. 

 

Properties that are listed as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
(RTHL), State Archeological Landmark (SAL) or listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NR) shall be designated as 
recognized local landmarks. 

 

(E) Designation Procedures. 
 

(1) The City Council may designate by zoning ordinance certain 
areas as landmark or historic districts, providing they meet the 
criteria in Subsections (E)(5) and (E)(6). When so designated, 
the area shall bear the word ñhistoricò or ñlandmarkò in their 
zoning designation. 
 

(2) The following steps shall be followed at every level in the 
recommendation and approval process: 
 

(a) Public hearings shall be held and notices of same shall be 
posted, advertised, and notices sent in the manner 
prescribed under Subsection (G)(6), Public Hearing, and 
other procedures specifically provided in the Cityôs Unified 
Development Code. 
 

(b) Property owners and other interested parties may present 
testimony or documentary evidence that will become part 
of a record regarding the historic, architectural, or cultural 
importance of the proposed district. The record also may 
contain staff reports, public comments, or other evidence 
offered outside of the hearing and entered into the record. 

 

(3) The board shall make its recommendation to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission within a reasonable time period, allowing 
for deliberations and strict adherence to timeframes required 
for public hearings. The Planning and Zoning Commission 
shall schedule a public hearing to be held within 45-days of 
receiving the boardôs recommendation. 
 

(4) Upon designation of an area as a landmark or historic district, 
the designation should be recorded in the tax records of the 
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City, and the City official zoning maps. All zoning maps should 
indicate the designated districts by an appropriate mark. 
 

(5) A historic landmark property may be a single property or 
structure not contiguous to or part of an existing historic district, 
but is deemed worth of preserving. A landmark district may be 
designated if the property meets one of the following: 
 

(a) Possesses significance in history, architecture, 
archeology, and/or culture; 
 

(b) Is associated with events that made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of local, regional, state 
and/or national history; 

 

(c) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in the 
Cityôs past; 

 

(d) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 
and/or method of construction; 

 

(e) Represents the work of a master designer, builder, and/or 
craftsman; or 

 

(f) Represents an established and familiar visual historical 
feature of the City. 

 

(6) The board may recommend a historic district to the City Council 
to be designated if it: 
 

(a) Contains a significant number of properties which meet 
one or more of the criteria for designation of a landmark 
as outlined in Subsection (E)(5) above, or 
 

(b) Constitutes a distinct historical section of the City. 
 

(7) The boundaries of each designated historic district shall be 
specified in written detail and shall be filed in the City 
secretaryôs office for public inspection. 
 

(F) Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for Alteration or New 
Construction. 

 

(1) Applicability of Ordinance. 
 

(a) Included Properties. The provisions of this ordinance shall 
apply only to those properties, hereinafter referred to as 
ñapplicable propertiesò, which meet the following criteria: 

 

(1) Either be a designated historical landmark or be 
wholly or partially located within a designated historic 
district, and 

 

(2) Either be a contributing property as defined in 
subsection B or be located within 200-feet of a 
contributing property. 

 

(b) Excluded Properties. Properties owned by a religious 
institution or used for religious purposes shall not be 
considered eligible for designation as a contributing 
property (and shall not be affected by adjacent 
contributing properties) unless they derive primary 
significance from either architectural distinction or 
historical importance 

 

(2) COA Does Not Replace Other Codes. The Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) is in addition to and does not replace 
any other city permits or codes that must be followed. 

 

(3) Examples. These are examples of situations that require a 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for work performed on an 
applicable property. Additional information is located in the 
design guidelines contained in Appendix D, Historic 
Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). 
 

(a) Construction of a new building.  
 

(b) Demolition or removal of an existing structure. 
 

(c) Alterations to the façade, including additions and 
removals that will be visible from a public street. 

 

(d) New improvements that would substantially obstruct the 
view of the main or front elevation as seen from a public 
street. 

 

(e) Painting of a masonry surface not previously painted. For 
other painting, see design guidelines, residential 
properties. 
 

Any addition or deletion of landscape materials or landscape 
design elements need not receive a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) from the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB). It is recommended, however, that all 
proposed landscaping used in the district be extracted from the 
ñrecommended plant listò as provided in the landscape 
ordinance of the City. City staff shall maintain a list of plant 
material that is appropriate for all designated historic areas. 
 

Any person wishing to paint a structure within a historic district 
may do so without receiving a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) from the board. City staff and/or the board shall provide 
review and comment as requested by the property owner about 
color selection and design. Such review and comment, 
however, shall not be binding. 
 

The board may recommend guidelines to enable the Historic 
Preservation Officer (HPO) to issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for exterior restorations and 
renovations requiring a building permit. 

 

(G) Application Procedure. 
 

(1) Application Form. Prior to the commencement of any work 
requiring a COA the owner shall file with the Historic 
Preservation Officer (HPO) an application for such a certificate. 
The application shall contain: 
 

(a) Name, address, telephone number of applicant(s), 
detailed description of proposed work. 
 

(b) Location of the proposed work (street address) and 
photographs of the property and adjacent properties. 
(Historical photographs also may be helpful.) 

 

(c) Elevation drawings of the proposed changes, if available, 
and preferably in color. 
 

(d) Samples of materials to be used, if requested by the 
board. 

 

(e) If applicable, a scale drawing of any signs showing the 
type of lettering to be used, all dimensions and colors, a 
description of materials be used, method of illumination (if 
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any), and a plan showing the signôs location on the 
property. 

 

(f) Site plan in accordance with the Unified Development 
Code, if applicable. 

 

(g) Any other information which the board may deem 
necessary in order to visualize the proposed work, and 
any additional material the applicant wishes to submit. 

 

(2) Building Permit. A COA issued by the board is required before 
a building permit will be issued for any work. 
 

(3) Time Frame for Actions. The board shall deny, approve, or 
approve the COA with modifications within 60 days from 
receipt of the completed application and supporting 
documentation. The board shall hold a public hearing on the 
application at which an opportunity will be provided for 
proponents and opponents of the application to present their 
views.   
 

Should the board not act within the 60-day period, the COA 
shall be automatically referred to the City Council for their 
approval or denial, following a public hearing. 
 

(4) Written Decisions. All decisions of the board shall be in writing. 
An approved Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) shall be 
sent to the applicant and a copy filed with the City secretaryôs 
office for public inspection. The boardôs decision shall state the 
reasons for denying or modifying any application. 
 

(5) Standards for Approval. The Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board must approve the application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) if it determines that: 
 

(a) For contributing structures, the application will not 
adversely affect the character of the site; and the 
proposed work is consistent with the regulations 
contained in this section and proposed preservation 
criteria; or 
 

(b) For non-contributing structures, the proposed work is 
compatible with the historic district. 

 

(6) Public Hearing. A public hearing before the board is required 
as defined in subsection E.6 before a decision can be made on 
a zoning recommendation forwarded to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. 
 

(a) The board shall hold a public hearing on all actions 
considered and appeals made to it. Said public hearing 
shall be held, when necessary, on the third Thursday of 
the month. In cases where this ñregularly scheduledò 
meeting date is not appropriate (e.g., in cases as set forth 
under section I, emergency procedure) an alternative 
meeting date will be set. 
 

(b) Written notice of the public hearing shall be sent to the 
applicant, all persons who are owners of real property 
lying within 200 feet of the subject property and to all other 
persons deemed by the board to be affected. 

 

(c) Written notice shall be given not less than ten days before 
the date set for the public hearing to all such owners of 
record as the ownership appears on the current on-line 
tax roll. The notice may be served by deposition of the 

same, properly addressed and postage paid, in the U.S. 
Post Office. 

 

(H) Actions After Board Decision. 
 

(1) Appeal Process. If the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is 
denied, the applicant may appeal to the City Council by filing a 
written notice with the Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) 
within ten business days after the decision of the board. In 
considering an appeal, the sole issue before the City Council 
shall be whether the board erred in its decision. The City 
Council shall consider the same standards and evidence that 
was considered in making the decision. Appeal to the City 
Council constitutes the final administrative remedy. 

 

If the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is approved, any 
property owner within the subject historic district aggrieved by 
any decision of the board may appeal to the City Council. Said 
appeals may be made by filing a written notice with the Historic 
Preservation Officer (HPO) within ten business days after the 
decision of board. 

 

(2) Reapplication. If an appeal is denied by both the board and the 
City Council, no further applications may be considered for the 
subject matter of the denied Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) for one (1) year from the date of the final decision 
unless: 

 

(a) The Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) has been 
denied without prejudice; or 

 

(b) The board waives the time limitation because it that there 
are changes or circumstances sufficient to warrant a new 
hearing. A simple majority vote by the board is required to 
grant the request for the waiver of the time limitation. 

 

(3) Suspension of Work. After the work authorized by the 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is commenced, the 
applicant must make continuous progress towards completion 
of the work, and shall not suspend or abandon the work for a 
period of more than 180 days. The Historic Preservation Officer 
(HPO) and/or building official may, in writing, authorize a 
suspension of work for a period greater than 180 days upon 
written request by the applicant showing circumstances 
beyond his control. 

 

(I) Emergency Procedure. If any applicable structure is damaged and 
the building official determines that it is a public safety hazard or will 
suffer additional damage without immediate repair, the building 
official may allow the property owner to temporarily protect the 
structure whether or not the materials used conform to the 
guidelines. However, in such a case, the property owner must then 
apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the restoration, 
rebuilding, remodeling, demolition or removal of the structure within 
ten days of the occurrence that caused the damage. The temporary 
protection authorized under this subsection must not permanently 
alter the architectural features of the structure. 

 

(J) Demolition. 
 

(1) Requires a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). A Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) is required prior to receiving a permit 
for demolition of a property within a historic district, including 
secondary buildings. An application for demolition of a 
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contributing structure on the grounds of hardship may be filed. 
The applicant must establish the following elements to prove 
hardship: 

 

(a) The property is incapable of earning a reasonable return, 
regardless of whether that return represents the most 
profitable return possible; and 

 

(b) The property cannot be adapted for any other use, 
whether by the current owner or by a purchaser, which 
would result in a reasonable return; and 

 

(c) Efforts to find a purchaser interested in acquiring the 
property and preserving it have failed; and/or 

 

(d) The structure or property is in such condition as to be 
irreparably damaged and as such poses a nuisance to the 
surrounding area and is a ñthreatò to the health, safety and 
general welfare of the community. 

 

(2) Demolition Delay. The Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) 
upon receipt of an application for a demolition permit of a 
subject property designation as a historic landmark or located 
within a designated historic district shall forward on the 
application for demolition to the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board (HPAB) for consideration at their next regularly 
scheduled meeting. 

 

(a) The issuing of a demolition permit shall be delayed for 
minimum of 60-days from the date of approval of an 
application by the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB). 

 

(b) During this 60-day delay, the Historic Preservation Officer 
(HPO) shall work with the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board to notify all potentially interested parties of the 
pending demolition in order to allow such parties to take 
whatever steps they deem appropriate to accomplish the 
preservation of the subject property. 

 

(c) If it is determined by the Director of Planning and Zoning 
in consultation with the Historic Preservation Officer 
(HPO) that a property poses an immediate threat to the 
public health and safety, this determination shall be 
reported to the City manager who may instruct the 
building official to issue a demolition permit without delay. 

 

(3) Expiration. A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the 
demolition or removal expires if the work authorized by the 
certificate for demolition or removal is not commenced within 
180 days from that date of the issuance of the certificate for 
demolition. 

 

(K) Enforcement. All work performed pursuant to a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) issued under this Unified Development 
Code (UDC) shall conform to all requirements included therein. It 
shall be the duty of the building inspection department to periodically 
inspect any such work to assure compliance. In the event work is 
found that is not being performed in accordance with the Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA), the building inspection department may 
suspend the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), issue a stop 
work order and all work shall immediately cease. No further work 
shall be undertaken on the project as long as a stop work order is in 
effect. A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) may be reinstated, 

any stop work order lifted, and work may resume upon assurance 
that compliance will henceforth exist. 

 

(L) Ordinary Maintenance. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prevent the ordinary maintenance and repair of any exterior 
architectural feature of a landmark or property within a historic 
district that does not involve a change in design or material. In-kind 
replacement or repair is included in this definition of ordinary 
maintenance. 

 

(M) Preservation Incentives. To promote the goal of stabilizing and 
improving values of properties within the district, and encourage the 
rehabilitation and stabilization of structures, the City Council by 
resolution may offer tax incentives. 

 

(N) Minimum Maintenance Standards. No owner or person with an 
interest in real property designated as a landmark or a property 
located within a district shall permit the property to fall into a serious 
state of disrepair so as to result in the significant deterioration of any 
exterior architectural feature which would, in the judgment of the 
HPAB, create a detrimental effect upon the historic character of the 
landmark or district. 

 

(1) Serious disrepair and significant deterioration examples. 
Examples of serious disrepair or significant deterioration 
include: 

 

(a) Deterioration of exterior walls, foundations, or other 
vertical support that causes leaning, sagging, splitting, 
listing, or buckling. 

 

(b) Deterioration of external chimneys that causes leaning, 
sagging, splitting, listing, or buckling 

 

(c) Deterioration or crumbling of exterior plaster finishes, 
surfaces or mortars. 

 

(d) Ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs, and 
foundations, including broken windows or doors. 

 

(e) Defective protection or lack of weather protection for 
exterior wall and roof coverings, including lack of paint, or 
weathering due to lack of paint or other protective 
covering. 

 

(f) Rotting, holes, and other forms of material decay. 
 

(g) Deterioration of exterior stairs, porches, handrails, 
window and door frames, cornices, entablatures, wall 
facings, and architectural details that causes 
delamination, instability, loss of shape and form, or 
crumbling. 

 

(h) Deterioration that has a detrimental effect upon the 
special character of the district as a whole or the unique 
attributes and character of the contributing structure. 

 

(i) Deterioration of any exterior feature so as to create or 
permit the creation of any hazardous or unsafe conditions 
to life, health, or other property. 

 

(O) Procedure to Mitigate Demolition by Neglect. Demolition by neglect 
refers to the gradual deterioration of a property when routine or 
minimum maintenance is not performed. The HPO and the 
development services department staff shall work together in an 
effort to reduce demolition by neglect involving landmarks or 
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properties located within districts within the City. A demolition by 
neglect citation as determined by the HPAB may be issued against 
the owner of the property for failure to comply with the minimum 
maintenance standards by permitting the subject property to exhibit 
serious disrepair or significant deterioration as outlined in section N 
herein. 
 

(1) Due to the time-consuming nature of pursuing enforcement 
under this section, no more than one (1) property will be under 
consideration during each of the following quarters (January- 
March, April-June, July-September, and October- December). 

 

(2) While the HPO will act as the point of contact, the development 
services department staff shall, when needed, assist with 
inspections. If there is a dispute between the HPO and 
development services department staff, the City manager may 
be consulted as a mitigating party. 
 

(3) Citation Procedures. The procedure for citing a property for 
Demolition by Neglect shall be as follows: 
 

(a) Initial identification is made by visual inspection of the 
area by the HPO or an HPAB member or by referral from 
someone in the area. All referrals shall be made in writing 
and shall be submitted to the HPO. 

 

(b) Once the initial identification is made, followed by a 
preliminary determination by the HPO, the property owner 
shall be notified by US mail of the defects of the building 
and informed of various incentive programs that may be 
available for repair. The owner is given 30 days in which 
to respond to the preliminary determination by submitting 
a stabilization proposal to HPO. The stabilization proposal 
will be presented to the HPAB at the next available 
meeting. If the HPAB approves the proposal, a Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA), if necessary, may be issued 
administratively by the HPO. The approval will detail the 
specific work which is necessary to correct the demolition 
by neglect conditions, as well as a time period to begin 
and complete the work. The HPO shall update the HPAB 
on the status of the property every 30 days once work 
begins on the property. 

 

(c) If the property owner receives the letter regarding the 
preliminary determination, but fails to respond, a second 
notice shall be sent in the same manner as described 
above. 

 

(d) If the property owner fails to receive and/or respond to the 
letter regarding the preliminary determination after two 
attempts, the matter returns to the HPAB for a citation 
hearing. The HPO shall send a third notice via certified 
mail informing the owner of the hearing, the property is 
posted with a notice of the violation in accordance with the 
provisions of this Article, and a public hearing on the 
citation is scheduled. 

 

(e) At the public hearing the owner is invited to address the 
HPABôs concerns and to show cause why a citation 
should not be issued. The HPAB may act to approve any 
proposed work, defer the matter to give the owner more 
time either to correct the deficiencies or make a proposal 
for stabilization, or issue a citation to the owner of the 

property for failure to correct the demolition by neglect 
conditions. 

 

(f) If the owner is cited for the condition of demolition by 
neglect of the property, he is given 14 days to submit a 
stabilization proposal to the HPO, and at the discretion of 
the HPAB, up to one (1) year to correct the defects. The 
HPO shall update the HPAB on the status of the property 
every 30 days once work begins on the property. 

 

(g) If the owner does respond with a stabilization proposal, 
the matter is turned over to the City Attorney in which case 
the citation will be taken forward to the municipal court 
where the City Attorney shall request the court allow the 
property owner the time prescribed by the HPAB to 
correct the defects as described in section F. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.04: NORTH GOLIAD CORRIDOR OVERLAY (NGC 
OV) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The North Goliad Corridor Overlay District is a specialized 
zoning district overlay along North Goliad Street beginning north of 
the Downtown District and terminating at Live Oak Street. This 
Corridor has been identified as one of the important entry points into 
the City of Rockwall. The district has been established to protect 
scenic and historic qualities through the use of additional 
development criteria. The district establishes design standards to 
guide the new construction and rehabilitation of buildings, 
streetscapes and architectural styles consistent with the existing 
historic residential homes and businesses located along the 
corridor. 
 

(B) Application and Boundaries. The boundaries of the North Goliad 
Corridor Overlay District are as established in the official zoning 
map of the City of Rockwall. The boundary generally extends from 
Olive Street north to Live Oak and being more particularly described 
herein as Exhibit ñAò [Ord. No. 07-30, Exhibit A which is on file in the 
City secretaryôs office]. use or change of use within the North Goliad 
Corridor Overlay District. 

 

All property developed within the Overlay District must meet both 
the terms and requirements of the underlying zoning classification 
applicable to the property and the provisions set forth in the Overlay 
District. The most restrictive requirement applicable to the property 
shall apply. 

 

(C) Architectural Standards. Most of the historic architecture of the 
district does not follow one specific style, but is influenced by many. 
The development along the corridor is an eclectic mix of buildings, 
but there is a similar vocabulary in the building design and 
construction materials. The development for the residential and 
commercial buildings shall generally fit within one or more of the 
following architectural styles. 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Next Page é 
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FIGURE 14: BUNGALOW 

 
(1) Bungalow. The bungalow style is a unique house type that 

borrows from other cultures, but is a truly American design. 
Developed on the west coast, the bungalow reduces the 
distinction between inside and outside space, reflecting open 
practical living. It is generally a low, small house that used 
natural materials and relief on simplified design. The roof 
structure is most often broad gables, often with a separate 
lower gable covering the porch, although hipped roof structures 
are also common. There is little ornamentation, and what is 
found is of simplified design. The first bungalow development 
period was from 1895 to 1915. 

 
FIGURE 15: COTTAGE 

 
(2) Cottage. A cottage is basically a small frame single-family 

home that does not use any particular architectural style or 
ornamentation pattern. Roof styles vary, but most often use 
gable, hip or a combination of the two. This is a style that often 
borrows elements from classic styles, but does not incorporate 
other elements that make the style unique. 
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FIGURE 16: CRAFTSMAN 

 
(3) Craftsman. An extension of the early bungalow, the craftsman 

design included a low-pitched gabled roof with a wide, 
unenclosed eave overhang. Roof rafters are usually exposed 
and decorative beams or braces are commonly added under 
gables. Porches are either full or partial-width, with a roof often 
supported by tapered square columns. The most distinctive 
features of this are the junctions where the roof joins the wall, 
where the most ornamentation occurs. This was the dominant 
style for smaller homes from 1905 to early 1920s. The 
popularity of the style faded quickly, however, and few were 
built after 1930. 

 
FIGURE 17: FOLK VICTORIAN 

 
(4) Folk Victorian. The folk Victorian style uses a simple, folk type 

house style that is often one (1) story and has a roof that is 
gabled or hipped (pyramidal). It lacks the intricate, irregular 
roof structure of the Queen Anne style, but includes 
ornamentation common to Victorian-style detailing, especially 
spindle work. Facades are generally symmetrical. 
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FIGURE 18: QUEEN ANNE 

 
(5) Queen Anne. The Queen Anne architectural style was 

common from about 1880 to 1910. Identifying features include 
a steeply pitched, irregular shaped roof, often with a dominant 
front-facing gable, patterned shingles, cutaway bay windows, 
and other features to avoid a smooth walled appearance. The 
decorative detailing is usually of two types: 

 

(a) Spindle work includes turned posts and may also include 
decorative gables and ornamentation under the wall 
overhangs. 
 

(b) Free classic detailing uses classical columns, instead of 
delicate turned posts, and other ornamentation is less 
ñlacyò and delicate than that found in spindle work. This 
style became common after 1890. 

 

(D) Building Design. The height of new buildings shall not exceed this 
Unified Development Code standards: generally, one (1) and two 
(2) stories are allowed (36 feet maximum). New building additions 
and alterations should be compatible with the adjoining area and not 
exceed height, lot coverage and floor area ratio requirements as 
specified in this Unified Development Code. 
 

¶ The use of consistent architectural styles from the years 1870 
to 1940 is strongly encouraged rather than additions or 
alterations from more recent or different design styles (see 
architectural styles in subsection C of this section for 
examples). 

 

¶ New construction should include elements such as cladding, 
roofing material, roof structure and ornamentation common to 
the district. 

 

¶ The existing pattern of building facades generally respecting 
pedestrian or human scale design should be incorporated into 
new development projects. Roof types generally associated 
with residential buildings such as gable, hip or gambrel are also 

appropriate for structure within the North Goliad Corridor 
Overlay District. 

 

¶ All decorative fixtures, including awnings, signs and lighting, 
shall be integrated with other design elements of the 
structures. 

 

¶ Building elevations shall be submitted as part of the 
development application for review by the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board who shall make its recommendations to 
Planning and Zoning Commission. Perspectives, accurate 
sections or a model of the project may be required to depict the 
height, mass and scale of the proposed project with respect to 
its setting and adjacent development. 

 

(E) Parking Area Restrictions. Any surface parking shall be provided in 
well-screened parking lots at the rear or behind the main facade of 
the building. All parking structures shall adhere to the standards of 
this Unified Development Code and any additional requirements of 
the underlying zoning district. 
 

(F) Cross Access. Cross access easements may be required by the 
planning commission and/or City Council at the time of site plan 
approval or platting to ensure access between adjoining properties 
and to reduce the number of needed curb cuts. 

 

(G) Accessory Buildings. New accessory or outbuildings, including 
garages and enclosures for service areas, trash or recycle 
containers, or storage structures should be compatible with 
materials, textures, colors and architectural styles of the principle 
buildings. 

 

(H) Landscaping Standards. Existing trees should be retained where 
possible. Street trees and other sidewalk area landscaping shall be 
incorporated if pedestrian circulation will not be obstructed. Front 
yards should be landscaped compatible with the majority of 
neighboring properties. All sites shall, as a minimum, meet the 
requirements of Article 08, Landscape Standards. 

 

(I) Signs. All signs shall comply with Chapter 32, Signs, of the 
Municipal Code of Ordinances and the underlying zoning district that 
applies to the North Goliad Corridor Overlay District and to the 
following additional standards. Signs shall be freestanding with two 
support standards. The maximum size shall be 16 square feet and 
shall not impede pedestrian or motor vehicle traffic. Monument signs 
are not allowed. All lighted signs shall be indirectly light no direct or 
internally light sign shall be allowed. All lighting elements such as 
wires, junction boxes, transformers, switches and panel boxes shall 
be concealed from view. 

FIGURE 19: SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS 
 

: EIGHT (8) FOOT

: FOUR (4) FOOT

https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH32SI
https://library.municode.com/tx/rockwall/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH32SI
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(J) Lighting Standards. In addition to the requirements of the outdoor 
lighting requirements no light pole, pole base or combination thereof 
shall exceed 20 feet in the North Goliad Corridor Overlay District. 
All lighting fixtures shall focus light downward and be contained on 
the site. Lighting elements shall be incandescent, metal Halide, or 
halogen only. No HID or fluorescent lights (except fluorescent bulbs 
that screw into standard socket fixtures) may be used on the exterior 
of buildings. All street lighting shall meet the specifications for a B1 
& B2 contained in Subsection (I), Streetscape Elements, of Section 
04.07, Downtown (DT) District, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). 

 

(K) Variance. The City Council may, upon request from the applicant, 
grant a variance to any provision of this section where unique or 
extraordinary conditions exist or where strict adherence to the 
provisions of this section would create a hardship. Approval of any 
variance to any provision of this section shall require City Council 
approval by a three-quarter majority vote of those City Council 
members present with a minimum of four affirmative votes. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.05: SOUTHSIDE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
OVERLAY (SRO) DISTRICT 
 
(A) Purpose. The purpose of the overlay district is to provide the 

flexibility necessary for allowing infill and redevelopment of the 
Southside Neighborhood, while maintaining and protecting the 
character and integrity of the existing neighborhood. 

 

(B) Consideration of Special Request in Furtherance of Neighborhood 
Preservation. The City Council may consider special requests in 
furtherance of neighborhood preservation and enhancement within 
the established neighborhood preservation overlay district. Such 
requests may include, but not necessarily be limited to 
neighborhood signage plans, the use of alternate building materials 
reductions in the building setbacks, or other requests submitted for 
consideration to the Planning and Zoning Department. 
 

Upon receipt of such requests, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall review the case and forward a recommendation 
to the City Council for consideration. The City Council may approve 
special request. Any such approval shall preempt any other 
underlying zoning restrictions in the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). Such special requests may be denied by the City Council by 
the passage of a motion to deny. 

 

Special requests shall not include any request to change the land 
use of a property. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.06: IH-30 OVERLAY (IH-30 OV) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The intent of the IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District is to 
provide for consistent development of office, retail and commercial 
areas in concert with the most efficient and aesthetically pleasing 
appearance of the frontage, which serves as the initial impression 
to those visiting and passing through the City of Rockwall. In order 
to ensure that the visual impact of development does not 
detrimentally affect the area in which it is proposed, landscaping 
plans, building elevations and site plans are required. Architectural 
compatibility will be reviewed through the Architectural Review 
Board (ARB). These development requirements shall apply to non-

residential and multi-family land uses only, single-family land uses 
shall be excluded from these standards except as otherwise stated.  

 

(B) Application and Boundaries. The IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District 
includes the entirety of all properties which adjoin or are located 
within 500-feet of the future right-of-way of IH-30. The IH-30 Overlay 
(IH-30 OV) District spans east to west along IH-30 from the eastern 
city limits (approximately 3,600-feet east of FM 549), west to the 
western city limit line along Lake Ray Hubbard. The standards and 
regulations set forth in the IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District are 
superimposed and shall supersede the standards and regulations 
of any underlying zoning district which are in conflict. 

 

(C) Overlay District Standards. If any portion of a property is situated 
within the boundaries of the IH-30 Overlay (IH-30 OV) District, the 
entire property shall be subject to the requirements of Section 06.02, 
General Overlay District Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.07: SH-205 OVERLAY (SH-205 OV) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The intent of the SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District is 
to provide for consistent development of office, retail and 
commercial areas in concert with the most efficient and aesthetically 
pleasing appearance of the frontage, which serves as the initial 
impression to those visiting and passing through the City of 
Rockwall. In order to ensure that the visual impact of development 
does not detrimentally affect the area in which it is proposed, 
landscaping plans, building elevations and site plans are required. 
Architectural compatibility will be reviewed through the Architectural 
Review Board (ARB). These development requirements shall apply 
to non-residential and multi-family land uses only, single-family land 
uses shall be excluded from these standards except as otherwise 
stated. 

 

(B) Application and Boundaries. The SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) 
District includes the entirety of all properties which adjoin or are 
located within 200-feet of the future right-of-way of SH-205. The SH-
205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District spans north to south along SH-
205 from the intersection point of SH-205 and FM 740, south to the 
southern city limits (approximately 2,800-feet south of FM-1139). 
The standards and regulations set forth in the SH-205 Overlay (SH-
205 OV) District are superimposed and shall supersede the 
standards and regulations of any underlying zoning district which 
are in conflict.  

 

(C) Overlay District Standards. If any portion of a property is situated 
within the boundaries of the SH-205 Overlay (SH-205 OV) District, 
the entire property shall be subject to the requirements of Section 
06.02, General Overlay District Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.08: SCENIC OVERLAY (SOV) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The Scenic Overlay (SOV) District is a specialized overlay 
district along FM-740 which has been identified in the 
Comprehensive Plan as a scenic thoroughfare. The identified scenic 
aspects of FM-740 include views of the lake, existing natural 
topography, and existing natural landscaping. The district has been 
established to protect scenic or historic qualities through the use of 
additional development criteria and by requiring uses compatible 
with both existing uses and with the visual environment. The 
development requirements for non-residential uses are more 
restrictive than in other commercial classifications in order to 
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encourage development that will protect and enhance the existing 
views, topography, landscape and quality of development. This 
district is designed to be primarily an office and retail/commercial 
shopping district with an intensity of uses normally found along 
major thoroughfares; however, these uses may be located close to 
residential areas. The type of allowed uses and the more restrictive 
development requirements provide protection for residential areas. 
In order to ensure that the visual impact of development does not 
detrimentally affect the area in which it is proposed, landscaping 
plans, building elevations and site plans are required. Architectural 
compatibility will be reviewed through the Architectural Review 
Board (ARB).  

 

(B) Application and Boundaries. The Scenic Overlay (SOV) District shall 
apply to all property located within the established boundary along 
FM-740 (as set forth in Ordinance No. 87-64). Property that has 
been zoned, platted and site planned at the time of adoption of the 
ordinance, from which this section is derived, shall be exempted 
from the provisions of this section unless and until an application for 
zoning, platting, or site planning is re-submitted on the property.  All 
property developed within the Scenic Overlay (SOV) District must 
meet both the terms and requirements of the underlying zoning 
classification applicable to the property and the provisions set forth 
in the Scenic Overlay (SOV) District. The most restrictive 
requirement applicable to the property shall apply. 

 

(C) Overlay District Standards. If any portion of a property is situated 
within the boundaries of the Scenic Overlay (SOV) District, the 
entire property shall be subject to the requirements of Section 06.02, 
General Overlay District Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.09: SH-66 OVERLAY (SH-66 OV) DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose.  The SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District is a specialized 
overlay district along SH-66 and Washington Street between Lake 
Ray Hubbard and SH-205, which has been identified as one of the 
important entry points into the City of Rockwall.  The identified 
important scenic aspects of this corridor include views of the lake, 
existing natural topography, and existing natural landscaping 
adjacent to residential neighborhoods. The district has been 
established to protect scenic or historic qualities through the use of 
additional development criteria, and by requiring uses compatible 
with both existing uses and with the visual environment. The 
development requirements for non-residential uses are more 
restrictive than in other commercial classifications in order to 
encourage development that will protect and enhance the existing 
views, topography, landscape and quality of development.  This 
district is designed to be primarily an office and retail/commercial 
shopping district with an intensity of uses normally found along 
major thoroughfares; however, these uses may be located close to 
residential areas. The type of allowed uses and the more restrictive 
development requirements provide protection for residential areas. 
In order to ensure that the visual impact of development does not 
detrimentally affect the area in which it is proposed, landscaping 
plans, building elevations and site plans are required. Architectural 
compatibility will be reviewed through the Architectural Review 
Board (ARB).  
 

(B) Application and Boundaries. The SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District 
shall apply to all property located within the established boundary 
along SH-66 and Washington Street, between Lake Ray Hubbard 

and SH-205 (as set forth in Ordinance No. 01-18). Property that has 
been zoned, platted and site planned at the time of adoption of the 
ordinance, from which this section is derived, shall be exempted 
from the provisions of this section unless an application for zoning, 
platting, or site planning is resubmitted on the property.  All property 
developed within the SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District must meet 
both the terms and requirements of the underlying zoning 
classification applicable to the property and the provisions set forth 
in the SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District. The most restrictive 
requirement applicable to the property shall apply.  

 

(C) Overlay District Standards. If any portion of a property is situated 
within the boundaries of the SH-66 Overlay (SH-66 OV) District, the 
entire property shall be subject to the requirements of Section 06.02, 
General Overlay District Standards. 

 
SUBSECTION 06.10: SH-205 BY-PASS OVERLAY (SH-205 BY OV) 
DISTRICT 
 

(A) Purpose. The intent of the SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY 
OV) District is to provide for consistent development of office, retail 
and commercial areas in concert with the most efficient and 
aesthetically pleasing appearance of the frontage, which serves as 
the initial impression to those visiting and passing through the City 
of Rockwall. In order to ensure that the visual impact of development 
does not detrimentally affect the area in which it is proposed, 
landscaping plans, building elevations and site plans are required. 
Architectural compatibility and plan review shall be conducted 
through the Architectural Review Board (ARB). These development 
requirements shall apply to non-residential and multi-family uses 
only. All other residential uses shall be excluded from these 
standards except as otherwise stated.  

 

(B) Application and Boundaries. The SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 
BY OV) District includes the entirety of all properties which adjoin or 
are located within 500-feet of the current and future right-of-way of 
John King Boulevard. The SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY 
OV) District extends along the current and future right-of-way of 
John King Boulevard to the existing city limits. The standards and 
regulations set forth in the SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY 
OV) District are superimposed and shall supersede the standards 
and regulations of any underlying zoning district which are in 
conflict.  

 

(C) Overlay District Standards. If any portion of a property is situated 
within the boundaries of the SH-205 By-Pass Overlay (SH-205 BY 
OV) District, the entire property shall be subject to the requirements 
of Section 06.02, General Overlay District Standards. 

 

(D) Special District Requirements.  
 

(1) Residential Frontage Requirements. To ensure proper 
separation of residential land uses from John King Boulevard 
all residential developments that have direct frontage on John 
King Boulevard shall utilize one (1) or a combination of the 
following design alternatives along the entire frontage of John 
King Boulevard: 

 

(a) Increased Landscape Buffer.  A minimum of a 100-foot 
landscape buffer maybe substituted for the required 
landscape buffer as depicted in Design Alternative #1. 
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(b) Increased Rear Yard Building Setback.  A minimum of 50-
foot rear yard building setback may be incorporated 
adjacent to the required landscape buffer as depicted in 
Design Alternative #2. 

 

(c) Incorporation of a Slip Street.  A slip street -- meeting the 
Engineering Departmentôs requirements for right-of-way 
design -- may be incorporated adjacent to and running 
parallel with the required landscape buffer.  Homes are 
permitted to front or side to the slip street.  Examples of 
this design alternative are depicted in Design Alternative 
#3 and Design Alternative #4. 

 

(d) Incorporation of an Eyebrow.  An eyebrow street meeting 
the -- Engineering Departmentôs requirements for right-of-
way design -- with a minimum cluster of five (5) homes 
and a maximum cluster of 12 homes can be incorporated 
with a 30-foot landscape buffer.  All homes should front 
onto the eyebrow street and have a minimum of a 25-foot 
front yard building setback.  An example of this design 
alternative is depicted Design Alternative #5. 

 

(2) Design Alternatives. 
 

 
 
 

Continued on Next Page é
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FIGURE 20: DESIGN ALTERNATIVE #1; INCREASED BUFFER 
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FIGURE 21: DESIGN ALTERNATIVE #2; INCREASED BUFFER 
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FIGURE 22: DESIGN ALTERNATIVE #3; SLIP STREET 
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FIGURE 23: DESIGN ALTERNATIVE #4; SLIP STREET 
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FIGURE 24: DESIGN ALTERNATIVE #5; EYEBROW STREET    
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