






























































• MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

December 15, 1977 

The December 15, 1977, meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission was called 

to order by Chairman Kenneth Glasscock at 7:35 P.M. In addition to the Chairman, Com­

missioners Bob Coats, Earl Slaughter, and Wayne Fisher were present. The Chairman 

asked for any additions or corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting; there 

being none, the minutes were declared to be approved as presented. 

The Chairman opened the public hearing on an ordinance entitled "An Ordinance of 

the City of Rockwall, Texas, adopting regulations designed to minimize flood losses in 

flood-hazard areas of Rockwall which are subject to periodic inundation; providing 

definitions; establishing the duties and responsibilities of the Chief Building Inspector; 

providing for variances, and establishing standards; providing for a penalty not to 

exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each offense; providing a severability clause 

and an effective date". 

The Commission asked the City Administrator to briefly outline the provisions of 

the Flood Plain Ordinance. Following the City Administrator's presentation, there being 

no one present who wished to speak for or against the ordinance, the Chairman declared 

the public hearing closed. 

Commissioner Coats moved that the ordinance be recommended to the City Council. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fisher and the vote for was unanimous. 

The Chairman opened the public hearing on an ordinance amending the Comprehensive 

Zoning of the City of Rockwall to include a classification entitled "Mini-warehouse" 

and to add this use to those uses currently permitted in Commercial Zoning Districts. 

Mr. John Sellon, representing the J-Ben Development Corporation, appeared before 

the Commission to speak in behalf of the zoning ordinance amendment. He stated that 

he had contacted the planning departments in Mesquite and Dallas and recommended that 

the definition of mini-warehouse be based on size and use. Mr. Sellon stated that he 

felt maximum dimensions of mini-warehouse units of 15 ft. by 35 ft. by 10 ft. and clear 

ceiling height with no exterior opening other than access door, with use restricted to 

storage of items and no commercial retail or shops or repair businesses to be conducted 

from the nremises of the individual Rtcn·1=1.D'A uni ts or- anv nlace on the nremises of the 
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The City Administrator recommended that the definition of mini-warehouses ex­

clude any utilities being furnished in the building, which would eliminate the possi­

bility of the buildings being used for shops or other uses which could present object­

ionable features. He stated that he felt that defining the area of the building in 

terms of 525 sq. ft~ with a maximum clear ceiling height of 10 ft. would provide 

the City staff with a more workable definition. He indicated that he would also re­

commend that mini-warehouses be permitted by special use permit only. By imposing 

this restriction it would give the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City 

Council an opportunity to require the developer to submit an elevation of the pro­

posed structure. This would insure that the architecture would be compatible with 

the surrounding area. In addition, the Planning and Zoning Commission and City 

Council could exclude mini-warehouse uses from areas zoned commercial, such as along 

Ridge Road where development of this type would not be in the best interest of long 

range City development. 

The Chairman declared the public hearing on the proposed amendment closed. 

Commissioner Coats moved that the use classification entitled "Mini-warehouses" 

be added to uses permitted in Commercial, Light Industrial, and High Industrial 

Districts by special use permit, and defining a mini-warehouse as a structure con­

taining one or more units of no more than 525 sq. ft. with a maximum clear ceiling 

height of 10 ft., without any utility connections, with use restricted to storage 

of items, but not permitting commercial or retail sales or shops or other similar 

businesses to operate out of or within the individual storage units or any place on 

the premises of the mini-warehouse development. Commissioner Fisher seconded the 

motion, and the vote for was unanimous. 

The Chairman stated the Commission would have to pass Jimmie Starr's request 

for a special use permit for a day care center at 402 Nash Street until the next 

meeting as there were not sufficient members of the Planning and Zoning Commission 

present to vote on a request to which 20% or .more of the neighbors living within 

200 ft. had indicated opposition to the requested change. 
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There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting • 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD 

March 6, 1978 

The Rockwall City Council met in its regular session on March 
6, 1978, in the Council Chambers of the City Hall. Mayor 
Myers called the Council to order at 7:JO P.M. The following 
Councilmen were present: Garvin Tate,!Roger McCallum, Jim 
Bryant and Leland Miller. 

The Mayor asked if there were any changes or corrections to the 
minutes of the Council meeting of February 6, 1978. There 
being none,the Minutes were approved as published. 

The City Administrator informed the Council that he regretted 
that he had been unable to complete the Minutes of the Special 
Council meeting of February 27, 1978, prior to the Council 
meeting and requested that this item be passed over. 

Mr. John Sellon appeared before the Council on behalf of J-Ben 
Development Corporation requesting a Special Use..,Permit for 
Miniwarehouses development in Rockwall Buxiness ~ark. 

The City Administrator informed the Council that the Planning 
and Zoning Commission had recommended approval of the Special 
Use permit as requested. 

FoAlowing a lengthy discussion, Councilman McCallum moved to 
approve a Special Use Permit for the J-Ben ~orporation to 
construct miniwarehouses inihe Rockwall Business Park subject 
to review of drainage plans by the City engineers prior to the 
issuance of a building permit. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Bryant, and the vote for was unanimous. 

fhe City Administrator introduced a recommendation from the 
Planning and Zoning Commission that Mrs. Jimmie Starr be grant-
ed a Special Use Permit for a Daycare Center at 402 Nash Street, 
a SF-3 Zoning District. He informed the Council tha't five ,"', 
families had appeared before the Planning and Zoning Commission 
th30pposition to the proposal. They had indicated to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission that they did not object to the location 
of the Daycare Center for the usual reasons of noise, traffic, 
etc., but feared th•t the additional load placed on the sanitary 
sewer would cause additional problems above and beyond what they 
had already experienced with the sewage. The City Administrator 
explained that the sewer was originally constructed to serve 
two homes; however, at the present time there were seven homes 
connected to the line. 

Following a brief discussion, Councilman Miller moved that a 
Special Use Permit be granted for the operation of a commercial 
Daycare Center at 402 Nash Street, provided that it be limited 
to after school care for twelve children, Monday through Friday, 
with operating hours from 11:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman'l"ate and the vote for was unanimous. 
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The City Administrator presented a plat on the Chapman Addition, 
a ten acre tract bounded generally by SH-205 on the east and 
the northernmost City Limits on the north. Following a brief 
discussion, Councilman Miller moved that the plat be approved 
as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Tate, and the vote for was .unanimous. 

The City Administrator presented a plat on St. Mary's Estates, 
a three lot subdivision bounded by St. Mary's Street on the north 
and beginning approximately 98.12 ft. east of the easternmost 
right of way line of Bost Street. Following a brief discussion, 
Councilman Bryant moved acceptance of the plat as approved by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Miller, and the vote for was unanimous. 

The City Administrator presented an amended plat on The Shores 
Subdivision, Phase I, adding utility easements for Texas Power 
and Light to the approved.subdivision plat. Councilman Miller 
moved approval of the plat as recommended by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Counclman Tate seconded the motion and the 
vote for was unanimous. 

The City Administrator presented the plat for Lakehill Subdivision. 
As the owner of the property was not present, and the City Admini­
strator was unable to answer the questions posed by the Council, 
consideration of the plat was passed until the next meeting. 

The City Administrator informed the Council that the City's 
Auditor, Dave Vaugh, was not present as the Council had not ex­
pressed any interest in addressing additional questions to Mr. 
Vaugh. Councilman McCallum moved that the audit report be 
accepted. Councilman Miller seconded the motion, and the vote 
fer was unanimous. 

The Mayor presented a request from the County requesting an 
allocation of $17,000.00 to assist the County in paying for 
emergency ambulance service during the County's current fiscal 
year. Following a lengthy discussion, Councilman Miller moved 
that $7,000.00 from General Funds be allocated to assist the 
County in paying for the ambulance service and that consideration 
~f the authorization of $10,000.00 be deferred until July, at 
which time the Council would have a bette~ picture of the demand 
placed on the budget. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
McCallum, and the vote for was unanimous. 

The City Administrator presented an ordinance entitled "An Ordinance 
of the City of Rockwall, Texas, Creating the Office of City 
Administrator for the City of Rockwall, Texas, and ~rescribing 
His Powers and Duties, and Providing for a Severability Clause". 

The City Administrator explained to the Council that in order to 
obtain liability insurance for elected and appointed officials 
and the Police Department through the International City Manage­
ment Association it would be necessary to be recognized by the 
International City Management Association as a city having of­
ficially established a position of ganeral administrator. The 



ordinance, if adopted by the Council, would be forwarded to the 
ICMA, at which point they would consider recognizing Rockwall. 
Recognition by the ICMA would have the effect of the City's 
becoming a member of the organization and benefiting from its 
reference and research services. 

Following a brief discussion, Councilman Bryant moved adoption 
of the ordinance as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Tate and the vote for was unanimous. 

The City Administrator informed the Council that he had received 
a letter from the Universal Tank Company informing him that 
there would be an indefinite delay in the date they would begin 
construction on the plant. This delay was caused by the coal 
strike which had forced the company to curtail part of their 
operation. 

The City Administrator informed the Council that the Emergency 
Item placed on the Agenda was at the suggestion of the City's 
financial advisor. At the Special Council meeting on February 
27, 1978, the Council had passed ordinances setting a rate of' 
approximately 78~ increase in the City's water and sewer rate. 

This rate was prepared at the Council meeting by the City's 
engineer, Bob Nichols, after the Council had expressed a desire 
to reduce the scope of the initial sewer project. After Mr • .1 • 

Nichols:-··had had an opportunity to make a detailed study, he 
had found that an increase approximately 70% would provide 
sufficient revenues to build the system approved by the Council. 

The City Administrator read an ordinance entitled "An Ordinance 
of the City of Rockwall, Texas, Fixing the Rates to be charged 
for Sewer Service Furnished by the City, Providing an Effective 
Date and Declaring an Emergency". Following a brief discussion, 
Councilman Tate moved adoption of the ordinance. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the vote for was unanimous. 

The City Administrator read an ordinance entitled ~An 6rdinance 
of the City of Rockwall, Texas, Fixing the Rate to be Charged for 
Water Services Furnished by the City, Providing an Effective Date, 
and Declaring an Emergency". Following a brief' discussion, 
Councilman Miller moved approval of the ordinance. Councilman 
Bryant seconded the mbtion, and the vote for was unanimous. 



ORDINANCE NO.

78- 11 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCKWALL, TEXAS, 

AI' tENDING THE COMPPEHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF

ROCKWALL, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, SO AS TCJ GRANTA SPECI FICUSE PER/'

lIT FOR A DAY CARE CENTER IN AN "SF-3" RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED MORE FULLY HEREIN: PROVIDING

FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED THE SUH OF THO

HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE

AND DECLARING . A.N EMERGENCY. h'HEREAS, the Planning and

Zoning Commission of the City of Hockwall and the governing body of

the City of Rockwall, in compliance with the laws of the State

of Texas and the ordinances of the City of Rockwall, have

given the requisite notices by publication and otherwise, and have

held a joint public hearing and afforded a full and fair

hearing to all property owners generally and to all persons interested

in and situated in the affected area, and in the

vicinity thereof, the governing body, in the exercise of

its legislative discretion, has concluded that the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance

of the City of Rockwall should be

amended as follows: NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF

THE

CITY OF ROCK\' JALL,TEXAS: SECTION 1. That

the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the City of Rockwall, Texas, as

heretofore amended, be and the same is hereby amended by amending the

Zoning Map of the City of Rockwall so as to grant a specific

use permit for a Day Care Center on a

tract of land described as follows: All that certain

Lot, tract or parcel of land out of the
R. Ballard Survey, in Rockwall County, Texas, and being also

out of the lands

of the A. E. Williams Estate; BEGINNING at a stake

in the East Line of a 50 foot

roadway or street belonging to the

Rockwall Independent School District which roadway was conveyed
to said district by Mary Blanche Hays and

husband, Harold Hays by deed dated

May 27, 1949, and recorded in Vol. 



being 100 ft. South of the Northwest corner

of the present lands of the said A. E. 
Williams Estate, and distant 158 ft. South of

the most Northern Northeast corner of the
before mentioned Rockwall Independent School

District Tract; THENCE South lOa ft. along the East

Margin of said roadway to a stake in the North
margin of a street along the North side of
the said Rockwall Independent School
District property, this stake being 50 ft. North
of an inside corner of the said

School District Lands; THENCE East 200 ft. along
the margin of the street 50 ft. 
wide which adjoins the North side of

the before mentioned School District

property, a stake for corner; THENCE North 100

ft. to a stake for corner; THENCE West
200 ft. to the place of beginning, and being
the same land described in a certain deed executed
by Harold Hays, et ux to Ralph M. 
Hall, et ux, dated January 18th, 1954, 

and recorded in

Vol. 49, Page 544, Deed Records of Rockwall County, 

Texas. SECTION2. 

This specific use permit is granted subject to the following

conditions:a) The Day Care Center shall

be operated

only on Mondays through Fridays from 11:00 A.M. 

to 6: 00

P. M.b) After school care shall be

limited to no more than Twelve (12) children.

c) This permit shall not

authorize the issuance of a building permit to construct a

separate building to house

the facility. d) In the event the property is

leased or sold this permit shall terminate. SECTION 3. That the above-

described tract of land shall be used only in the manner

and for the purposes provided for by the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance

of the Ci"

ty of Rockwell, as heretofore amended, and as

amended herein by the granting of this zoning change. SECTION 4. Any



penalty as provided for in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance

of the City of Rockwall, as heretofore amended, and as amended

hereby, and upon conviction shall be punished by a penalty of

fine not to exceed the sum of Two Hundred Dollars ($

200. 00)for each offense, and each and every day such

offense shall continue shall be deemed to constitute a

separate offense. SECTION 5. Whereas, it appears that

the above-described property requires classification so as to grant

a specific use permit for aDay Care Center Classification in

order to permit its proper development and in order to

protect the public interest and general welfare of the City

of Rockwall, such requirement creates an urgency and an emergency

in the preserva- tion of the public welfare and requires

that this ordinance take effect immediately from and after its passage

and the publi- cation of the caption of said ordinance, as the law

in

such cases provides. DULY PASSED by the City Council of the

City of Rockwall, Texas, on the 6th

day

of

March

1978.AP~t~;-ATTORNEY ~
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