Antenna Regulations Survey

CITY MAXIMUM PERMITTED HEIGHT
Mesquite 60 Feet - Residential and
Commercial
Garland Height as allowed by zoning -

SUP over 40 Feet

Carrollton Currently reviewing regquirements -
now require SUP

Allen 30 Feet - Residential
Height as allowed by zoning for
non-residential

Plano Height determined by setback -
Setback from all structures
must be equal to height

Farmers Branch Height as allowed by zoning for
non-residential
42 Feet - Residential

Richardson 99 Feet - Commercial and
Residential
Arlington Antennae banned from Residential

Areas
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Agenda Notes
Planning & Zoning Commission - 9/10/87

IV. D. Hold Public Hearing and Consider Amending the Comprehensive
Zoning Ordinance to Amend the Height Requirements for
Antennas in Residential Areas

We indicated in the notes that we would have some more detailed
information regarding antennas in residential areas. Each of the
residential districts need to be amended to include one radio
antenna per lot meeting the maximum permitted height as a permitted
use. The Conditional Use sections of the districts need to be
amended to allow one radio antenna exceeding the minimum permitted
height subject to the conditions of Article IV.

We should then add a section to Article IV, Conditional Use Permits,
to outline the specific conditions that would have to be met,
Following are scome suggested conditions:

1. That the antenna shall be set back one additional foot from the
required setbacks provided for antennas in Ord. , for each
foot exceeding the permitted height.

2. That the antenna shall comply with all other ordinances and
reguirements of the City of Rockwall.

3. That the maximum height shall be determined at the time of the
hearing based on facts and testimony submitted at the hearing

or
Alternative 3. That no radio antenna approved under this section
shall exceed a height of feet.

It is our Attorney's opinion that it would be better to consider the
maximum height on a case by case basis rather than setting a height
that would apply to all reguests, because the decision would be
based on informaticn applicable to each case. We will be ready to
discuss this Thursday night.



Agenda Notes
Planning and Zoning Commission - 9/10/87

Iv. D. Hold Public Hearing and Consider Emending the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance to Amend the Height
Requirements for Antennas in Residential Areas

As the Commission 1is aware, the Council recently amended the
regulatory ordinance governing satellite dishes and antennas. The
ordinance provides that antennas that exceed the maximum permitted
height in any zoning classification must obtain a Conditional Use
Permit. The non-residential districts do acknowledge taller
structures with a CUP, but there 1is no CUP process in the
residential classifications. We therefore need to amend the Zoning
Ordinance to address this change. The regqulatory ordinance also
provides that any antenna granted a height exceeding the permitted
height must set back from all required setbacks one foot for each
foot of height over the permitted height.

We would recommend that the ordinance be amended to allow one
antenna per residential lot. If the antenna is proposed to exceed
the maximum permitted height it would require a CUP. There was some
discussion at the Work Session about whether there should be a
maximum height allowed under a CUP. We are checking with our
Attorney to get his opinion on this as it would relate to the FCC
guidelines on antennas. We will send you a more detailed discussion
of the wording and Pete's opinion of the height question next week.



Agenda Notes
City Council 10/5/87

IV. I. P&z 87-57-7Z - Hold Public Hearing and consider amending
the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance to amend the height
requirements for antenna towers in residential zoning
categories

As the Council is aware, we recently amended the antenna ordinance
regarding the maximum height of antennas to allow an antenna
meeting the permitted height in any zoning classification. Any
antenna taller than the permitted height would have to be approved
under the Conditional Use Permit process of the Zoning Ordinance.
We also established a setback requirement for any antenna over the
permitted height at a ratio of one foot of setback for each foot
of height over the permitted height.

The Zoning Ordinance currently has a Conditional Use Permit
procedure regarding height for non-residential districts but does
not contain any CUP provisions for height in residential districts.
We, therefore, need to amend the Zoning Ordinance to address

antennas over the permitted heights, which range from 30 feet to
36 feet.

Based on the Council's discussions during the drafting of the
regulatory ordinance, our suggestions for amending the Zoning
Ordinance were as follows:

1. BAmend the permitted use sections of the residential
districts to allow one radio antenna tower per lot
meeting the maximum permitted height.

2. Amend the Conditional Use sections of the
residential districts to allow one radio antenna
tower exceeding the permitted height subject to the
conditions of Article IV.

3. Add a section to Article IV, Conditional Use Permits,
to outline the specific conditions that would have
to be met. Some suggested conditions were:

a. that the antenna tower shall be set back
one additional foot from the required
setbacks provided in Ordinance , for
each foot exceeding the permitted height.
(this tracks the setback regquirement in
the regulatory antenna ordinance)

b. that the antenna shall comply with all
other ordinances and requirements of the
City of Rockwall



c. that the maximum height shall be determined
at the time of the hearing based on facts
and testimony submitted at the hearing

OR

c. that no radio antenna tower approved under
this section shall exceed a height of
feet. (It was our attorney's opinion that
it might be better to consider the maximum
height on a case by case basis rather than
setting a height that would apply to all
requests, because the decision would be
based on information applicable to each case)

The Commission's recommendations following their public hearing
were as follows:

1. Amend the permitted use sections to allow radio
antenna towers (no limit on the number)meeting the
maximum permitted height of 67 feet.

2. Amend the CUP sections to allow antenna towers
exceeding 67 feet subject to the conditions of
Article IV.

3. Add a section to Article IV outlining the following
conditions:

a. that any antenna exceeding, to—theextent Lo¥he
possibie, 67 feet would have to be set back, sxfevf,
one additional foot from the required setbacks '
in Ordinance , for each foot exceeding
the maximum permitted height for structures
in that district (i.e. 30-36 feet), however
such setbacks shall not serve to determine

the maximum allowed height under the CUP.

b. that the antenna shall comply with all
other ordinances and requirements of the City.

c. that the maximum height shall be determined
at the time of the hearing based on facts
and testimony submitted at the hearing.

The Commission's recommendation also indicated a provision that the
City's regulatory antenna ordinance be amended to reflect these
changes if it is necessary. After looking at the antenna ordinance,
it would not need to be changed if the Commission's recommendations
are adopted.
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