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PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT PAGE 1 CITY OF ROCKWALL 

CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 

FROM: Henry Lee, Senior Planner 

DATE: August 15, 2023 

SUBJECT: MIS2023-010; Exception to the Fence Placement Requirements 

The applicant, Donald Strifler, is requesting the approval of an exception to the fence placement requirements for a side yard 
fence. The subject property is located on a 0.2392-acre parcel of land (i.e. Lot 16, Block D, Preserve Phase 1 Addition) 
addressed as 404 Bedford Falls Lane. The letter submit by the applicant indicates that they are requesting to construct an 
eight (8) foot solid cedar fence 15-feet past the front yard building setback (i.e. the Front Yard Setback is 25-feet). According 

to the applicant’s letter, this request is being made in 
order to facilitate the construction of a pool on the 
subject property. In addition, the applicant’s Site Plan 
shows how the side yard fence will encroach past the 
build line [see Figure 1].  

According to Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC), a fence is defined as 
“(a)ny wall or structure of any material for which the 
purpose is to provide protection from intrusion, both 
physical and visual, to prevent escape, mark a 
boundary, enclose, screen, restrict access to, or 
decorate any lot, building, or structure.”  In addition, 
the subject property is identified as a keystone lot (i.e. 
a keystone lot is a corner lot that backs to the front 
yard of another lot). Based on this, the side yard fence 
may not extend past the front yard setback of the 
home (i.e. 651 Gannon Heights Lane) directly behind 
the subject property. In this case, the applicant’s side 
yard fence is required to be setback a minimum of 25-

feet even with the front yard building setback of 651 Gannon Heights Lane.  

The applicant’s request meets all other requirements for a residential fence outlined within the Unified Development Code 
(UDC). In addition, the proposed location is not within right-of-way or any public utility easements. Staff should also point out 
that there is at least four (4) other keystone properties (i.e. 933 Gannon Heights Lane, 656 Mission Drive, 318 Cooper Court, 
and 768 Wildwood Lane) in this phase of the Preserve Subdivision that have similar fence orientations. Based on this the 
applicant’s request would not create a precedence in the subdivision and does not appear to create a negative or adverse 
effect on any of the adjacent properties; however, fence placement exceptions are discretionary decisions for the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. Should the Planning and Zoning Commission have any questions concerning the applicant’s 
request, staff will be available at the meeting on August 15, 2023. 

FIGURE 1: PROPOSED LOCATION OF SIDE YARD FENCE 

















CITY OF ROCKWALL ● PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT ● 385 S. GOLIAD STREET ● ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087 ● P: (972) 771 -7745 ● E: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM  

August 16, 2023 

TO: Donald Strifler 
404 Bedford Falls Lane 
Rockwall, TX 75087 

FROM: Henry Lee, AICP 
City of Rockwall Planning and Zoning Department 
385 S. Goliad Street 
Rockwall, TX 75087 

SUBJECT: MIS2023-010; Exception for a Front Yard Fence for 404 Bedford Falls Lane 

Donald Strifler: 

This letter serves to notify you that the above referenced case (i.e. Miscellaneous Case) that you submitted for consideration by 
the City of Rockwall was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission on August 15, 2023. The following is a record of all 
recommendations, voting records and conditions of approval: 

Staff Recommendations 

(1) Any construction resulting from the approval of this Miscellaneous Case shall conform to the requirements set forth by the
Unified Development Code (UDC), the International Building Code (IBC), the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city
adopted engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or enforced by
the state and federal government.

Planning and Zoning Commission 
On August 15, 2023, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a motion to approve the exception by a vote of 5-0, with 
Commissioner Hustings absent. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding your case, please feel free to contact me a (972) 772-6434. 

Sincerely, 

Henry Lee, AICP, Senior Planner 
City of Rockwall Planning and Zoning Department 
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