




CITY OF ROCKWALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) MEMO 

 
AGENDA DATE: 09/20/2018 
 
APPLICANT:  Lisa Rich 
 
AGENDA  ITEM: H2018-015; COA for 202 S. Clark St. 
 

  
SUMMARY: 
 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request by Lisa Rich for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for modifications to a Non-Contributing Property being a 0.2070-acre 
parcel of land located in the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District and the Historic Overlay 
(HO) District, identified as Lot 1, Dawson Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, 
zoned Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District, addressed as 202 S. Clark Street, and take any action 
necessary. 
 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND: 
 
The applicant is requesting the approval of Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) in conjunction 
with a Building Permit Waiver/Reduction [Case No. H2018-016] for the purpose of expanding 
the front porch on an existing single-family home.  According to the 2017 Historic Resources 
Survey of Rockwall, the home was constructed in 1950 and is considered to be a Bungalow with 
Craftsman stylistic influences.  The home is located on a Non-Contributing Property, situated 
within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) District and the Historic Overlay (HO) District, and is 
addressed as 202 S. Clark Street.   
 
There is currently an existing small covered porch on the front of the home and the applicant is 
proposing to increase the size of the porch by ~110 SF to extend it to the end of the home.  
According to the applicant, the materials will match the existing porch and the intent is to blend 
seamlessly with the existing porch and to be compatible with the existing home and neighboring 
homes.   The subject property is recognized as a Non-Contributing Property, which indicates 
that the “…building, site, structure, or object does not add to the historical architectural qualities 
or historical associations or archaeological value for which a property or district is significant 
because it was not present during the period of significance…”  or “…due to alterations, 
disturbances, additions, or other changes so that it no longer possesses historical integrity 
reflecting its character at that time, is incapable of yielding important information about that 
period, or it does not independently meet the National Register criteria..”  In this case, several 
alterations (e.g. windows and doors replaced, exterior wall materials replaced and an ~45 SF 
front porch added) were made to the home in 1990, according to the Rockwall County Appraisal 
District (RCAD).  Additionally, a rear addition, side addition and a swimming pool were added in 
2006, which attributes to the non-contributing status of the subject property. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
 
Although the subject property is non-contributing and is not required to conform to the Section 
III, Building Standards, of Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC), the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) is tasked with 
determining if the expansion of the porch is compatible with the historic district.  In this case, the 
applicant is proposing to match the design and roofline of the existing porch and the expanded 
porch appears to be compatible with the neighboring homes.   Staff should note, there are 
several homes of similar style located across the street and just south of the subject property, 
however, these homes are not located within the historic district.  Considering the applicant’s 



scope of work and the subject property’s non-contributing status, this request is compatible with 
the historic district and approval of this request does not appear to negatively impact the 
historical integrity of the subject property or neighboring properties.  With that being said, 
approval of a Certification of Appropriateness (COA) is a discretionary decision for the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB). 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Should the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) approve the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA), staff would recommend the following conditions of approval: 
 

1. The expansion of the front porch shall match the materials and design of the existing 
porch.  
  

2. Any construction or building necessary to complete this Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) request must conform to the requirements set forth by the UDC, the International 
Building Code, the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted engineering 
and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or 
enforced by the state and federal government. 
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