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TO: Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
 

DATE: May 16, 2024 
 

APPLICANT: Rebekah Barakat 
 

CASE NUMBER: H2024-009; Building Permit Fee Waiver for 303 Williams Street 
 

 

The applicant -- Rebekah Barakat -- is requesting the approval of a Building Permit Fee Waiver for the expansion to an existing 
driveway on the subject property. This request is being proposed in tandem with a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) [i.e. 
Case No. H2024-008] and a Small Matching Grant [i.e. Case No. H2024-010].  On March 21, 2016, the City Council approved 
Resolution No. 16-08 establishing the Building Permit Fee Waiver Program to provide an incentive for the rehabilitation or 
restoration of historic structures and other properties in certain areas of the City. For a residential property to be eligible for the 
Building Permit Fee Waiver Program, the property must be located within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District or the 
Southside Residential Neighborhood Overlay (SRO) District and involve a minimum investment of $5,000.00 for a rehabilitation 
or restoration project.  Properties classified as Contributing (i.e. High, Medium, or Low Contributing) shall be eligible for a full 
waiver of building permit fees and properties classified as Non-Contributing shall be eligible for a reduction in permit fees of up 
to 50.00%.  The applicant has provided a scope of work and a valuation of $8,372.00 for the construction of the new addition 
and new garage.  Based on the property’s designation as Medium-Contributing, the building permit fee would be eligible for a 
100.00% reduction under the Building Permit Fee Waiver program.  The estimated building permit fees for this project is as 
follows: 
 

PERMIT FEE 

CONCRETE 
 $66.00  

[ i.e. $0.20/SF (MINIMUM FEE: $50.00)] 

 
Should the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) approve the request, the total Building Permit Fee Waiver request 
would be for $66.00. Staff should note that requests for Building Permit Fee Waivers are discretionary decisions for the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB).  Staff should note that this project is neither for rehabilitation or restoration purposes, and 
does not appear to meet the intent of the program.  Should the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) have any questions 
concerning the applicant’s request, staff and the applicant will be present at the May 16, 2024 meeting. 
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	HPAB: On May 16, 2024, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board approved a motion to deny the Building Permit Fee Waiver by a vote of 6-0, with Board Member Litton absent.  
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