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TO: Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
 

DATE: May 16, 2024 
 

APPLICANT: Rebekah Barakat 
 

CASE NUMBER: H2024-010; Small Matching Grant for 303 Williams Street 
 

 

On April 24, 2024, staff received applications for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) [i.e. Case No. H2024-008], a Small 
Matching Grant [i.e. Case No. H2024-010], and a Building Permit Fee Waiver [i.e. Case No. H2024-009] from the property owner 
-- Rebekah Barakat -- for the purpose of expanding the existing driveway on the subject property.  The subject property is 
located at 303 Williams Street and is designated as a Medium-Contributing Property.  According to Section 08, Small Matching 
Grants, of Article 11, Development Applications and Review Procedures, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), residential 
properties located within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District or the Southside Residential Neighborhood Overlay 
(SRO) District that are Contributing (i.e. High, Medium, or Low Contributing) shall be eligible for a total grant amount up to 
$1,000.00.  In this case, the subject property is located within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) District and is classified as a 
Medium-Contributing Property.  The project includes improvements that will be visible from the street (i.e. adding 330 SF of 
concrete to the existing driveway which is visible from N. Fannin Street) and, based on the applicant’s scope of work, the property 
is eligible for matching funds; however, staff should point out that the purpose of this program is to encourage small 
improvements and beautification projects that improve the overall look of the district, and -- in this case -- the proposed paving 
project does not conform to this purpose. The total valuation of the project provided by the applicant is $8,372.00, which makes 
the project eligible for a Small Matching Grant of up to $1,000.00; however, approval of this request is discretionary decision for 
the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB).  As of October 1, 2023, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) has 
approved three (3) Small Matching Grants for FY2024; however, only two (2) of these Small Matching Grants are eligible for the 
program (i.e. one [1] of the Small Matching Grants was revoked due to be work being done not in accordance to the approved 
building permit).  Should this request be approved, the Small Matching Grants Fund would be reduced to $2,500.00. 
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	Signed Denial Letter


	HPAB: On May 16, 2024, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board approved a motion to deny the Small Matching Grant by a vote of 6-0, with Board Member Litton absent.  
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